


} per 


He 
aS it 
0 be 


orks 
ided 


l to 
ised 
felt 
that 
ited 
im; 
hey 


de- 
vas 
tly. 
Ow 
the 
ON- 
and 
and 
ous 


as 


Cl- 





CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE: 








Q6TH CONG+..+0 1ST Szss. 


Se oi Sideeeiabcinied 
BY BLAIR & RIVES. 








anaTA.— Several transp ysitions occurin No. 23, page 300, 
“ha Congressioaal Globe, The words, “Mr. Avsert Smita 
et ailerstood the gentleman from North Carolina to inter 
this Mr. Washington was a,’’ la the second co!umn, seventh 
oe should have been placed in the first colamn, thirty-third 
hae, ner the word “iliscovered,” 39 as to tea 1, “Mr. Washing- 
line, a aclerk in the Laad Office,’ &c. In the first columa, 
we we ointh line, in Mr. Ramssy’s remarks, after the words, 
rere were also charges intimated against a high and 
. » the words, “officer of the Treasury,” d&c. which wer: 
aro od in the ninth line of the second column, should have 
eal inserted down to the worls “Vice Presidency.” 
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Continued from No. 24. 

gress, or fature 1 mitations. He then read Mr. 
Livingston’s opinion otf the great advantages of the 
work tothe present generation and to posterity. Lt 
would afford the means to prevent them from 
losing sight of the cause from which the Govern- 
ment or ginated, and the principles on whic it is 
founded. 

Mr. E. considered this work of more importance 
than any wor published in the English language. 
It would stand as a permanent memorial of the 
past. He maintained that the distribution of these 


; books to members, to be carried into every Con- 


ressiona! disirict in the country, was the best 
mode to dispose of them. He regared the work of 
incalculable value, and prized it highly; and the 


more that was gathered of the memorials of the 


past the better; and hoped if materials of the pro- 
per kind would justify, that the work would he ex- 
tended -to forty volumes. The price of the 
work (twenty volumes) he maintained, would 
not cost more than $408,000 instead of 
a million as stated by the gentleman from New 
Hampshire. All who received the work should 
be proud of it. He rejoiced that he had lent his 
aid for its publication, and hoped that some other 
work would yet be s'aried to preserve more of the 
memorials of the past. If the appropriaion was 
not made in this bill, he could see no other mode 
in which the sudject could be reached. It was noth- 
ing more than commen honesty that they should 
piy the contractors for the books delivered. He 
concluded by ‘Saying that the worl was an. honor 
tothe country, to Congress, to the Secretary of 
State, and to the coatrac ors themselves; and he 
rejoiced in lending his effurts to its continuance and 
completion. 


Mr. SALTONSTALL followed on the same 
side, insisting on the sacred obl gation of an ac- 
knowledged contract, and the duty of the Govera- 
ment to comply with it, and dwelling on the pecu- 
liar advantage of this Republic over other natioas, 
in its being able thus to secure the original monu- 
ments of its history. He went into an enumeration 
of the subjects to be embraced in the work, insist- 
ing on its great value, and the impossibility of its 
publication valess under Governmental patronage. 

Mr. PETRIKIN expressed his willingness to in- 
vestigate the maiier at another time, and on a pro- 
per occasion, but could not consent to have the ap- 
propriation bill delayed by a debate en this amend- 
meat, and thereby stop the wheels of Government. 


He therefore moved the previous question on the 


motion to concur. 

Mr. HUBBARD moved acall of the House. 

Mr. BARNARD meved to adjoura, on which 
motion Mr. PETRIKIN demanded the yeas aud 
nays. 

The motion to adjourn was then withdrawn. 

Tae question then recurring on the motion for a 
call of the <louse, the yeas aad nays were ordered, 
and being taken, were—yeas 50, nays 50. The 
Crain voted in the affirmative. So the call was 
ordered; and, after another ineffectual motion to 
adjourn, was proceeded in until 132 members an 
swered to their names. 

Ou motion o' M . L. BOYD, all further proceed- 
ings in the c.ll were suspe rded. 

Tae quesiion then recurring on Mr. Perrixin’s 
call for the previous question, it was then seconded, 
and the main question ordered to be put. 

And on the main question, ‘Shall the amend- 
ment of tae Senate be concursed in}? Mr. PROF- 
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FIT demanded the yeas and nays, which were or- 
dered, and were—yeas 73, nays 48, as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. H. J. Anderson, Atherton, Beatty, Beirne, 
Black, Blackwell, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Albert 
G_ Brown, Burke, Carr, Clifford, Coles, M. A. Co per, WR. 
Cooper, Crabb, Dana, Davee, John Davis, Jehn W. Davis, 
Deberry, Doan, Dromgoole, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Floyd, 


Fornance, Galbraith, Griffin, Hammond, Hawkins, Hull of 
N. C., Hopkins, Howard, Hubbard, Jameson, Cave Johnsen, 


Keim, Leadbetter, Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, McClellan, McKay, 
Mallory, Marchand, Medill, Miller, Samuel! W. Morris, Par- 
menter, Parris, Petiikin, Ramsey, Rhett, Edward Rogers, 
Shaw, Albert Smith, John Smith, Starkweather, Taylor, 
Francis Tuomas, Philip F. Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Van- 
cerpoel, Vroom, David D. Wagener, Weller, Jared W. Wil- 
liams, Henry Williams, and Lewis Williams—75. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, Barnard, Bond, 
Briggs, Brockway, Anson Brown, Calhoun, Carter, Curtis, 
Cushing, Dawson, Dennis, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Gid ings, 
Gogzin, Granger, Habersham, William §. Hastings, Henry, 
Hoffman, Hunt, Wm. Cost Johnson. Lincoln, Marvin. Mitchell, 
Monroe, Morgan, Ogle, Osborne, Proffit, Randall, Randolph, 
Rayner, Russell, Saltonstall, Simoaton, Waddy Thompson, 
Tillinghast, Toland, Underwood, Warren, Edwaid D. White, 
John White, Joseph L. Williams, and Wise—45. 


So the ameadment wascouncurred in. 

Mr. HUBBARD moved a call of the House. 

Mr. PETRIKIN demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. BARNARD moved to adjourn; but the 
House refused the motion. 

The question was then put on calling the House, 
and decided as fellows—yeas 50, nays 50. 

There being a tie, 

The CHAIR voted in the affirmative; so a call 
was ordered. The House was then called. 109 
gentlemen responded to their na.nes; the absentees 
were calied; 132 then answered; and the doors of 
the House being ciosed, the call proceeded. 

Mr. BOYD moved to suspend the call, and the 
motion prevailed. So the doors were opened, and 
the call suspended. 

The ques'ion recurring on Mr. .Petriktin’s cll 
for the previous question, it was second:d, put, 
and carried; and the main question being on con- 
curring with the Senate in their proposed amend- 
ment of the appropriation bill, (striking out the ap- 
propriation for C'arke and Force’s Documentary 
H's‘ory of the United Siates,) it was decited by 
yeas and nays as follows: yeas 73, nays 42. 

So the House concurred in the Senate’s amend- 
ment, and this important and much desired b_ll 
now waits only for the President’s signature to be- 
come a law. 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON presented a request 
of the Convention on National Education, now 
met in th’s city, for the use of the hall on Satarday 
evening next; which was granted. 

The bill to prevent frauds in the collection of the 
revenue was made the special order for to-morrow. 

The House then adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Fripay, May 8, 1840. 


The CHAIR submitted a memorial from citi- 
zens of New York, praying for the release from 
iinprisonment of W. L. Mackenzie; which was or- 
dered to be transmitted to the President of the 
United State. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, reported a bil for the relief of Enoch 
Hidden; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which was referred House bill for the relief of 
Ebenezer A. Lester, recommended its indefinite 
postponement; and the report was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. H. also from the same committee, to which 
was referred House bill for the relief of Ebenezer 
Lobdell, made a favorable report thereon; which 
was ordered tu be priated. 

Mr. H. from the same committee, asked to be 
discharged from the further consideraion of the 
petition of Ebenezer Lilley; which was agreed to. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Co.amittee on Pensions, 
to which were referred 

‘I'ne petition of James Vanosten and 

The petition of Lewis H. Harper; 
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made unfaverable reports thereon; which were or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to which was referred the report of the 
Secretary of War in relation to a general sysiem 
ot national defence, reported it back to the Senate, 
with a recommendation that it be printed; which 
Was agreed to. 

Mr. B. from the same commitiee, asked to be 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
resolution instructing them to inquire into the pro- 
prety of dispensiag with the annual appropriation 
for defraying the expenses of the Board of Visiters 
to West Point Miluary Academy; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. PRESTON sobmitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be insiructed to inquue into the expediency 
of authorizing experiments to be made upon the 
application of s'eam vessels to harbor defence. 

The Senate then adjoucned till Monday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Frivay, May 8, 1819. 

Almost immediately alter the reading of the journal, the 
House, on motion of Mr. ADAMS, went again into Committee 
of the Whole, (Mr. Bex in the chair,) on the bill “to ensure the 
nore faithful execution of the laws relaying to the collection ot 
duties on imports.” 

And the question being on a motionof Me Ruaert of South 
Carolina, to strike out the enacting clause of the bill~ 

Mr. ADAMS resisted that motion, and contended thatif there 
were defects in the bill, they ought to be amended, but that 
the bill itself, being for an important aod a legitimate object 
ought not to be destroyed. He noticed, incidentally, some of 
Mr. Ruarr’s general objections; reserving those which ap- 
plied to particular scetions of the bill, until those sections 
shoul ve reached inthe regular course of the giscussion. 

Mr A. then proposed that before taking any question on the 
motion of Mr. Kuerr, which went to desuroy the bill, it should 
be read by sections for amendment. 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana inquired whether the bill hed been 
reported with the unanimous cuousent of the Committe on Ma- 
nulactures. 4 

Mr. ADAMS replied that no objections has been made in 
committee; though, of course, the members of the committee 
might, possibly, have different views as to some of ita de- 
tails. 

Mr. DAVIS ef Indiana wished to ask the gentleman from 
Massachusetts whether the bill, in its present shape, had been 
reported by the unanimous consent of the committee. 

Mr. ADAMS replied that the bill had, after being drawn up 
with the assistance of the United States District Attorney and 
Collector of New York, been reported without opposition from 
any member of the committee; he presumed, however, 
withthe understanding that each member of the commitiee 
would eat liberty to offersuch amendments to the bill as he 
might deem proper. 

Mr. DAVIS said his object in asking the question was to 
ascertain if certain defecis existed in the bill which were al- 
leged to exist by the editor of the New York Express. Ficm 
the article in that paper, it would appear that the bill gave the 
Collector of New York unlimited power, and rendered an fin - 
porter who should refuse to answer any question, of whatever 
nature, lable tothe payment of a fine, or the forfeiture of 
his goods. : ; 

vv ith a view ofillustrating his meaning, Mr. D. read the fol- 
lowing extract from the New York Express: 

“IMPORTANT TO IMPORTERS. 

“A bill has been reported to the House of Representatives at 
Washington, entileda “Bill tocnsure the more faithful ezxe- 
cution of the laws relating (to the collection of duties or im- 
posts. The title isdecwledly a misnomer. It ehould read, as 
an actto clothe the Collector of the port of New York with 
unlimited power over the mercnunts. A brief abetract of the 
provisions of the bill will show the justice of this opiaion. 

“If the collector asks a voler where he was at the last elec 
tion, or how he intends to vote at the next election, or any 
other question, and he declines answering, his goods are for- 
feited. . 

*But this section enacts further, that if the appraisement shall 
be fifteen per cent. above the invoice, it shall be prima facie 
evidence (only !) of fraud. The reason ofthis absurdly ridicu- 
lous section is tobe accounted for in Mr. Woodbury’s wish to 
blind the public. 

“Secrion 10. Would seem to be borrowed from Mr. Wright’s 
‘bill to keep the keeper.’ It makcs it highly penal for any 
C. H. officer to be corrupt,” &c. !! 

Secrion 14. That the SPOILS shal! be distributed as usual 
to the collector, &c,” 

His objectin rising was to ask the gentlernan fiom Massachu- 
setts whether these defects did really exist. 

Mr. ADAMS said he had not seen the number of the Ex- 
press which contained the article in question; but he had read 
several New York papers in which were articles of a similar 
character. Al! he had to say was. that these Yorkshire traders 
understood very well how to fii die newspapers with denuncia- 
Lous against laws which were calculated to detect their fraucda. 
That system was understood perfectly well by these de/raud- 
ers of our revenue. Such wags no more than was to be expect 
ed from such men, who scruple at no means whatever lo gain 
their en 's; and it was no wonder that they should fill the news. 
papers with invective against the custom-house officers. 

But, in reply tof the gentleman from Indiana, he would say 





386 


— 2 re we 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 








that ihe object of this bill was to diminish the profits of the 
collector, and, eo far from increasing the “spoils,” as was al- 
leged, the operation of the bill would be to reduca the fees and 
emoluments of thecoliector, by preveating the frauds from 
which those emolume:.ts arose. 

Mr. ADAMS said that the New York papers abounded with 
similar acticies, andaiso with some on the other side. It was 
easy to understand that those interested in the evils to be cor- 
rected by the bill could find ways and means of filling the pa- 
pers with articles intended to create @ prejudice against it. 

Mr. BERGEANT next rose and recapitulated the entire 
course of previous legislation with a view to enforce the collec- 
tion of duties, and made an argument to show that the bill ought 
not be destroyed, but perfected, as some (urther provision to ef- 
fect its purpose waa greatly needed. He admitted, however, 
that the best of all provisions would be to appoint competent 
and faithful officers te execute the revenue laws. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST replied to the inquiry of Mr. Davis, 
stating thatthe members of the Committee on Manufactures 
had all concurredin the principles of ihe bill, though they did 
not all perfectly agree as to sume of its details. He addeda 
few words in reply to Mr. Rarrr’s objections to the biil. 

Mr. RHETT reeponded, and Mr. TILLINGHAST rejoined 
and further explained. 

Mr. RHETT then went into some general remarks in favor 
of free trade and a low tariff. He argued that a system of direct 
taxation would be the most just mode of taxing the people; i 
would afford them the means of knowing how much money 
they paid to the support of the Government, and would prevent 
profigacy and exiravagance in the expenditures of Govern- 
ment. He contended viat that mode would be the only sure 
preventive against frauds; and on the other hand, that the higher 
the tariff, the greater waa the inducement to commit frauda; in 
fact, that the indirect more of taxation by tariff was produciive 
of many evils, and had a peculiar tendency to engender immo- 
rality. He conciuded by withdrawing his motion to strike out 
the enacting clause of the bill,and in hen thereof moved that 
the committee rise and report the bill to the House, with the un- 
derstanding that it should then be recommitted to the Committee 
on Manufacturea, to be by them remodelled. 

Mr. BERGEANT, although not approving every feature in 
the bill, Joppoved ths motion, thinking it better now to discuss 
any amendments which should be proposed, 

Mr. ADAMS also opposed the motion to rise. If the com- 
mittee were to remodel the bill, let them first hear all the ob- 
jections to it. As to those advanced by the gentleman from 
south Carolina, ifthere were none more formidahle, he should 
not think of making any alteretion in the bill. 

Mr. RHETT then put his motion in this form: That the com- 
mittee rise witha view toa motion that the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union be discharged from the further 
consideration of the bill, and that it be recommittedto the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures. 

Mr. ADAMS expressed an earnest hope that the motion 
would not be agreed to. 

The question was then taken on the motion to rise, andthe 
yete atood—ayes 21, noes 62. 

fio the committee refused to rise, but no quorum voted. 

And the committee then rose, and the chairman reported to 
the House that the committee found itself without a quorum. 

Mr. ADAMS moved a caj! of the House, which motion hav- 
ing prevailed, 

tr e CLERK called the roll, and ninety members answered 
to their names. 

And the names of the absentees having been called over, 
107 members appeared to be present. The doors of the hal! 
were then closed. Several excuses were received. After 
which a quorum being present, all further proceedings on the 
call were, on motion of Mr. ADAMS, suspended. . 

And the House again went into committee, and proceeded, 
section by section, to the consideration of the bill. 

A number of amendments, none of them eliciting any discus. 
sion beyond mere explanations, except as hereinafter mentioned, 
were proposed and agreed to; but as it isimpoasible for them to 
be understood without inserting the provisions of the bill itself, 
they are reserved fo a future occasion. 

A motion was nade by Mr. Ruerr to strike out the 7th sec- 
tion; which motion was negatived. 

Mr. CURTIS moved to strike from the 9th section the words 
which provide for the exemption of the United States from any 
stipulation as to costs. 

This amendment gave rise to seme debate, and the question 
was not taken when, on motion of Mr. HABERSHAM, the com- 
mittee rose and reported progress. 

Mr. ADAMS moved to make the bill the special order for to- 
morrow; on which motion no quorum voted. 

Whereupon, the House adjourned. 

{ The debate on the above bi!l was of an interesting character, 
and of such a nature that nothing less thana full report would 
do justice to the gentlemen who participated init. A full report 
will be given hereafter. } 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
BaTURDAY, May 9, 1840. 

On leave given, Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky presented a 

memorial, which was appropriately referred. 
EXECUTION OF THE REVENUE LAWS. 

Mr. ADAMS asked that the House would, by general consent, 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union for the purpose of resuming the consideration of the bill 
“ to easure the more faithful execution of the laws relating to 
the collection of duties on imports.” 

Mr. HABERSHAM aaid that when he moved that the com- 
mittee rise last evening, he had stated that he did so because 
he considered that the bil] involved principles which required 
the serious consideration and reflection of the committee and of 
the House 
: = SPEAKER reminded the gentleman that debate was not 
in order 

Mr. HABERSFIAM said he was not going into a debate. 

The SPEAKER inquired whether the gentleman objected to 
oops rosition of Mr. ADAMS? 

r. H. said he Jid. 

Mr. ADAMS thereupon moved a suspension of the rule; on 
which motion the yeas having been announced as 69— 

Mr. HABERSHAM said that, as it appeared to be the sense 
of the Houee that the bill should be taken up, he would with- 
draw his objection. 

The House then resvlved itself into Committee of the Whole, 
(Mr. Bsc in the ehair,) and resumed the consideration of the 
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| tion in its present shape, the honest man would be sacrificed to 








bill to ensure the more faithful execution of the laws relating 1° 
the collection of duties on imporis 


The question pending when the committee rose on yesterday, 


was on the motion of Mr. Corris to stiike from the 8h secuon 
of the bill "he words in said section in ivaiice. 


Sec 8 Anil be it further enacted, Tixatia all cases when 


a commission shall be sued out on the part of any claimant to 
goods seized by any officer of the revenue, to take the testimony 
of witnesses living in a foreign country, it sha'l be lawful for the 


District Attorney of the United States, when such proceedings 


are had in behalf of she United States, to nominate one commis- 


sioner to execute said commission, without being compelled to 
give or enter into any stipulation in reference to the costs 
thereof, any rule or order of any court to the contrary not- 
withsianding. 

{The effect of this amendment would be to make the United 
States liable for costs of the commission to take testimony 
that might be sued out on the part cf any Claitnant to goods 
seized.) : 

The question was taken on the motion to strike out, and it 
was rejected. 

Mr. EVERETT moved to ameni the 8th section, by adding 
the wor:sin italics in the clause below, viz: 

“And if, in the execution of auch commission, it shall appear 
that any witnesses, calied to testify before such commissioners 
on the part of said claimant or claimants, on his examination 
under such commission, shall have refused without just cause 
to produce any booka, accounts, or paper writings, called for 
on the partof the United States, the testimony of such witness 
or witnesses shall not be read on the trial of the cause of such 
seizure.” 

Mr. PETRIKIN wished to know who wasto be the judge of 
what was ajust cause. 

Mr. EVERETT explained; after which the question being 
taken on the amendment, it was agreed to. 

Mr. EVERETT moved further to amend the Sthaection by 
inserting the werds. “papers which shall be called foron the 
part of the United States.” 
essra. ADAMS, TILLINGIIAST, CLIFFORD, and FILL- 
MORE were of epinion that the former amendment just agreed 
to, superseded the necessity of the latter. 

The question then being taken, the amendment was rejected. 

And the 9th section of the bill having been then read in the 
worda following, to wit: 

“Rec.9. And be it further enacted, That whenever a suit 
shall be tried in any court in the United States in which is 
involved any question of duties on importations ofgoods, wares, 
or merchandise, no person having an interest in such question 
shall he competent asa witness on such trial, unless called to 
testify by the adverse party.” 

Which said section the Committee on Manufactures had here- 
tofore moved te amend by striking out all after the word “en- 
acted,” and inserting the following: 

“That whenever a4 suit against any collector or other officer 
of the customa for the seizure of goods, wares, or merchandise 
unlawfully imported into the United States, or forfeited for the 
unlawful entry ofthe same, shall be tried by any court of the 
United States, in which suit is involved any question of duties 
on *importations of goods, wares, or merchandise, no person 
having the same interest withthat of the party to the suit in 
the question at issue shall be competent asa witnesson such 
trial, unles called to testify by the adverse party.” 

Mr. ADAMS explained that the object of the amendment was 
to prohibit, in future, the practice of one importer or under- 
writer being permitted to testify on the trial of another. Mr. 
A. said it was usual for perhaps ten or twelve importers to be 
sued atonce, and yet such was the present practice, that each 
one was allowed to testify in the case of the other. He cited 
various legal auth tities that this course was in direct violation 
of the common law. 

Mr. A. said thatthis section had been altered from that pro- 
posed in the draft by the Collector of the Customs of New 
York and the District Attorney there. It limited the variation 
from the law ofevidence as practised by the courts, very much 
beyond the propesition contained in the official bill, ‘This was 
one of the featuresof the bill to which the gentleman from South 
Carolina (Mr. Ruett) had taken exception the other day; and 
it was also one to which he (Mr. A.) had anticipated there might 
he much objection. inasmuch as it had some tendency to limit 
the competency of witnesses on the part of the parties charged. 
He would ask, in the first place, that the explanations of the 
collector in relation to this section might be read. 

Mr. HOFFMAN had no doubt that the Government was de- 
frauded out of millions of revenue by foreign importers. He 
argued that however anxious he was that the Governmeit 
should be protected against frauds committed by this outward 
enemy, he did not consider that that enemy was so powertul 
that they should do away with the principles of the common 
law to detect and overthrow it. He knew that it was to the inte- 
rest of the honest importer that a billi: some shape should be 
passed; but he contended that, by the section under considera- 


detect the dishonest. It treated ail as if they were dishonest, 
which he considered was wrong in principle. The powers 
given In this sec ion to the collector subverted in fact the trial 
by jury. He wished that collector to be armed with ample 
power to punish dishonest importers, but was opposed to sub- 
veriing the principles of the commen law, and do injustice 
thereby to the innocent for the purpose of detecting and pu- 
nishing the guilty. 

Mr. PETRIKIN said it might be thought by some, because 
he did not come from a district in which there was a seaport, 
that he should take no part in the discussion on the bill, but he 
thought it the duty of Representatives from all parts of the 
country to make an effort to protect the revenues. This section of 
allothers was the more necessary, and with which he was satis- 
fied. He thought that it was high time that Congress should 
legislate en thissubject, to prevent and put a stop to innovation 
by the judges and the courts on the rights of the Government 
and the citizen, by giving wrong construction to the laws. Spe- 
culation has become now so universal as evento corrupt the 
courts and the judges. Lawyers seemed to be startled at this 
suggestion. They need not be, for judges are, like other men, 
liable to be operated upon by the same causes which influence 
the actions of other men. The judges of the United States 
Court are irresponsible. They have changed the law 
by their decisions to such an extent that it is impossible to 
tell what the lawis. You may say to-day what it is, but it is 
impossible to say what it will be to-morrow, or a month hence. 
The common law is one thing to-day, but to-morrow it will be 
another, If he understood common law, it was just 







































ir 
and univereal in its operation—the same in one S€Clion 
of the country as in the other. But was it ., 
No. The courts give one decision in New York, andthe son 
in Philadelphia give another and entirely different one unde’ 
ihe same law. It was then high ume to decide what was to : 
the law of evidence. It was high time that the tax ayers—m - 
not living in the cities—menin every part of the country 
should come forward, and pass such acts as would effectually 
guard the revenues of the country, and protect the honest - J 
chant and the manufacturer against the gross injustice r med 
them, through fraud on the revenue, by these foreign importers 
We are told that the bill would do injustice to innocent men i 
denied it. There was no man who was not, in a greater or leg, 
degree, influenced by his own interests. Merchants and jnlen 
are no better than other men. They are all liable to be awerved 
from the strict rules of morality, when their interests at Stak, 
are large, and when the inducements to frauds are great : 
hoped the lawyers here from New York and elsewhere wo 
not be so touchy. He looked upon the bill as Carrying out th 
good maxim of equal and exact justice toall. He hoped - 
seciion of the bill would be passed—it was of all others the 
most important, and without it the bill would be of no effect, 
fraud could be committed with impunity. : 

Mr. RIIETT was opposed to the amendment. He gaid that 
on the same principle a son might be prohibited from giving 
evidence in favor of his father, and rice versa; hence hoth were 
interested by the ties of nature. Jle contended that the amend. 
ment, if adopted, would be a violation of the Constitution, and 
the first principles of common law, and that if the principle was 
sacrificed in one instance, it might be done in all others. Por. 
haps gentlemen would like the collector to have arbitrary 
power, and dispense with the trial by jury altogether. But 
long as there was trial by jury, the Government must bow tg 
the majesty of the people. The more the Government coy|; 
be checked, the better it would be for the people. He wou)j 
never lend his aid to arm the Government againat the people, 

Mr. BRIGGS did not see Low the question of trial by jury 
was involved in this matter. He did not see that it was pyo. 
posed to interfere in this great constitutional right. He could 
not perceive that this section of the bill contemplated interfe. 
rence withany great constitutional principle. It was metely a 
question of evidence or law in relation to the admission of ey). 
dence of certain individuals. By the common law proper, ¢ 
man who was interested in a cause could not be admitted as 
evidence. But one innovation had followed another, 80 tha 
the strict rule had, ina measure, been departed from. But he 
must confess that, with all his deference to the universality of 
the practice, he was at a loss to see its wisdom. He could no 
say much for the verdict in favor of a man whese suit should 
be determined on the testimony of another man, interested jp 
the individual question. 

In this case, the evidence was not so much in relation to mat. 
ters of fact as to matters of opinion, which, he conceived, render 
it very doubtful as to whether the testimony of interested per. 
sons should be received. The object of this bill was ts pre. 
vent frauds on the revenue, and he saw nothing in it calculated 
to do the least injustice to upright men. Its object was to punish 
those of an opposite character, and, for his part, he cared not 
how much they might suffer. In questions of property, hiedid 
notsee the propriety of allowing individuals to testify who 
were themselves interested. And although this innovation of 
law had heen tolerated, he should vote for the section with the 
woviso. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST thought if any legislation was had on 
the subject, so as to alter the laws of evidence, then such altera- 
tion should be general, and made to apply not only to cases be. 
tween certain individuals and the Government, but also to cases 
where i.dividuals themselves were concerned. 

Mr. BARNARD objected to the amendment. He considered 
it objectionable to the section itself. He cited many cases 
from English law books to show that the common law of the 
country did not disqualify aman io give evidence in cases 
where he was interested in the question involved. He would 
never consent to entertain a proposition, whiéh sought to e:. 
tablish one rule in cases in which the Government was con: 
cerned, and which did not apply to all other cases. He wished 
the door thrown open wide in relation to the admission of evi 
dence, and if there was any thing which distinguished the fre. 
sent day in the advances made in the system of jurisprudence, 
it was the fact that every sound lawyer was desirous that the 
laws of evidence should be relaxed. 

Mr. LINCOLN was opposed to the proviso. He saw no 
reason Why a particular rule of evidence should be adopted in 
cases where the Goverament was concerned, and which would 
not apply to individuals, Was property, he would ask, more 
valuable than life? Then on what what ground could they 
seek to establish a law of evidence in relation to the revenue, 
which could not be admitted when the right and life a citizen 
were concerned. 

He was of the same opinion as the gentleman from New 
York, (Mr. BARNARD,] that the common law of England dil 
not exclude the testimony of a witness, merely because he might 
have an interest in the question involved. He had always 
understood the common Jaw of England was a law of liberty, 
which guarded the property, life, and liberty of the subject, ani 
he would be very sorry for the introduction of any partial legis: 
lation which should contravene the usage of former years. 

He was extremely desirous that the revenue laws should be 
strictly enforced, not only for the prevention of fraud, but for 
the protection of the great manufacturing interest of the coun- 
try, of which he was partly an liumble representative. But, 
however great might be the advantage to the country by an in: 
crease of the revenue, he could not consent to sacrifice or vio- 
late any great principle of civil liberty, in accomplishing it. He 
feared the proposed amendment would, if adepted, leave the 
honest man, in many cases, without the means of protection. 
There was so much apparent danger in it, that it would require 
ee arguments thathad been hitherto urged, to reconcile 

im to it. 


Mr. SERGEANT spoke at some length im opposition to this 
section of the bill. He had not so much objection to the modifi- 
cation proposed hy the gentleman from Massachusetts, as he 
had te the section as originally reported. Ile argued that the 
section was disrespectful to the trial by jury. It would be, in 
effect, saying that a jury could not be trusted. He examined 
into the powers of the collector under existing laws, and was 
understood to contend that in this partiecies question at issue, 
he hadample power. The effect of the section would be that if 
the collector had made several improper seizures, the parties 
affected by the seizure would be excluded fiom testi ia 
either of the cases, He contended that the common law did nol 
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frem giving testimony in a question in which 

7 ea ik reply to the remarks oi Mr. Perrixin, a 
wo the irregularity of the decisions under the common law, he 

tended that no judge ever altered the common law, or had 
= wer todoit. There was no judge with har \ihood enough 

todo it. He also argued that there was .o tribunal in this coun- 

where a man is excluded from giving testimony in a ques- 
wT in whch he was interested. It was a settled principle 1 the 
common law of this land, that he may give testimony. There 
was a well established and universal rule of evidence; and there 
was no reason that there shvuld be an exception in this case, by 

a departure from that rule. : 

Mr. VANDERPOEL looked upon this section as the most 
yital portion of the bill. _It had been agreed by all that there 
were very great evils existing, and that it was necessary Con- 
ress should interpose some remedy. He believed this portion 
ofthe bill was necessary to secure an ¢ fficient remedy for the 
evils, Under that impression, he would vote for the section and 

reviso added by the gentleman from Massachusetts. 

Irstruck him that all these learned disquisitions on the com- 

rative merits of the common and civil law, were entirely un- 
called for. Allthat was necessary to determine was, first, what 
isthe law of the land as at present administered; and, second, is 
ipexpedient that we shall change that law? 

It had been agreed on ail hands that the law, as at present 
administered, is, that when a witness is interested in the event 
ofa suit, that alone disqualified him; and that an interest in the 
question on!y did not disqualify him. 4 

The section now under consideration pues that an inte- 
rest in the question shall be considered a disqualification, as 
well as an interest in the event of the suit. 

He had listened with very great attention to what the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts (Mr. Lincoin] and the two gentle- 
men from New York [Messrs. BARNARD and Fitimora) had 
said, but he had heard nothing tosatisfy him that, by adopt- 
ing this section, we should do any violence to any great priaci- 
ple of liberty. It was his firm conviction that, by the adoption 
of this section, we should doa great deal more good than mis- 
chief. Under that belief he would vote for the section end 
amendment. 

These frauds, as wasobserved by the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, (Mr. Apams,] have grown up intoasystem of stu- 
pendous magnitude; and the question now is whether we shail 
admit testimony parliceps criminis. 

Why, suppose thirty or forty suits were brought against the 
collector; what mischief might not arise by preconcerted action 
with these villains who combine together for defrauding the re- 
venue! 

But, says the gentleman from New York, the collector may 
thus prosecute an innocent man, who is prohibited under the 
section from availing himself uf the testimony of individuals 
engaged in the business. This could scarcely ever occur, where 
an innocent man could be endangered. I: was next to impos- 
sible for injury to result to an innocent man. There were in 
the cityof New York five hundred or a thousand respectable 
merchants who could have no interest in the question, whose 
wstimony might be taken. Or if it were necessary, a commis- 
sion might be established and the necessary facts procured by 
sending to England, the place from whence the goods came. 

It was hardly to be presumed thatan honest man could suf- 
fer under the provisions of this bill, as there were so many 
means of proving his innocence. It would be just as hard for 
an innocent man to suffer, as it would be for a false witness to 
persist in a lie before a court. 

He had heard a great deal said about the danger of change. 
His experience in legislation had long since convinced him 
that the profession of which he was an humble member, were 
so much attached to ancien! usages that they were strongly 
averse tochange. Their partiality to the rules of their ances- 
tors was SO great as to render them insensible, to a great de- 
gree, to the necessity of any departure from them. 

The principle of comioon law required that for a witness to be 
disqualified, he must have an interest inthe event of the suit. 

But the great mischief arising from this was, that, with this 
restriction only, a strong inducement to perjury was lreld out, 
and a strong temptation existed for these foreign villains to coa- 
lesce in defrauding the revenue. God forbid that his attachment 
to the common law should be such as to prevent him from vot- 
ing for a change in particular cases, when it was so much 
needed. 

This great system of defrauding the revenue has increased to 
a fearful extent, and is leading from fraud to perjury; and yet 
gentlemen get up and tell usabout the dangers of any change. 
But | would remind those gentlemen that it may be necessary 
tomake Changes in favor of Government, when it may not be 
necessary to make a change in relation to individuals. 

The Government has great and formidable interests, of a mag- 
nitude far exceeding any case where individuals may be con- 
cerned; and these interests are more liable to be endangered un- 
der the copmnsee of particular principles than those of indi- 
viduals, Yet we fold our arms and say there shall be no 
change. Why gen lemen talked about not violating the rule, 
and yet 1t had been violated already. In suits in which Go. 
vernment wa3 concerned, did it ever pay any costs? Was 
there net ia that case a departure from the rule already? Yet 
gentlemen say it is dangerous to apply differentrules to the Go- 
vernment and individuals. Why, in this case, did not the rule 
apply to the one as well as to the other? 

r. V. then went on to show that for a very long period, the 
question as to what constituted an interest, so as to disqualify a 
witness, had been unsettled by the court. 

But gentlemen in their speeches upon the commen law, 
seemed to have lost sight of one of iis greatest excellences. 
They appeared to have forgotten its malleability—its ca acity 
for varying and changing, so as to accommodate itself to the va- 
rious interests and circumstances of society. 

Here a new interest had arisen by this system of fraud, by 
this combination of villains to defraud our revenue; and yet 
gentlemen say we have no right to vary the rules of our com- 
mon law so as to meet the emergency. 

It was competent fora legislative body to create new crimes, 
(that was technically,) and it was also competent to say what 
testimony should be taken to prove those offences. Here was 
a long hill provisen penalties for new offences, and was it not 
com it for Congress to state in what manner these offences 
shall be proved? 

The arguments of gentlemen agaiast a change in the common 
law, were, some of them, very plausible, and, at first view, ap- 
peared very sound; but when they came to be examined by the 
standard of common sense, it was evident that much more mis- 
chief would result from a refusal te adopt this section, than by 
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the retentiion of the law as at present admin'stered in the courts. 
Let gentlemen weigh it in the scales, and balance the account. 
The gentleman from Pennsylvania conte: ds that the with 

holding of this interested evidence wou d be a disrespect to the 
jury, who would be anxious to have ali th: evidence. Ti ar 

guments of that geatl man, he was constrained to say, appe: red 
to him more specious than sound. So far as his experince 
had taught him, he wonld say with no disrespect to the juror, 
that if ina trial he were to have his choice, he would much 
rather take his chance wih the indrvidua! than with Govern 
ment. For the least knowledge of human nature weuld show, 
that in cases of trial between the Government and an indivitual, 
the sympathy of a juror was ex ited mo 


t pewerfuliy tn favor 
ofthe weakest party. And acon! 


who 
defraud the Union, in addition to this sympahy, would be ir 
many cases sufficient to defeat justice As the juror on the 
ore hand observed the United States, like a fat 


muon of those rogue 


! goose, and u few 
isolated individuals on the other, it could be very easily guessed 


on which side he would lean. 

Mr. V. concluded by stating, that after examining the bill, he 
had come to the conciusiontiat th sect on in question was the 
mos: Vital portion of it, and without which, it would be per- 
fectly nugatory. 

Mr. MONROE hat no doubt that honest merchants were 
injured by frauds on the revenue, because tiowe Who commitied 
the frauds were able to undersel! the honest importer at every 
peint. Mr. M. would go any length to have a law passed to en- 
force the collection of the revenue, but could nor take the bill aa 
1t now was. He would not consent to this section in any shape, 
because he believed it nfringed the rights of citizens; and was 
of opinion that a bill could be framed to answer the purpose de 
signed. Mr. M. expressed the hope that the bill would be sent 
back to the Committee on Manufactures, so that it might ma- 
ture a bill that would be acceptable tothe Huonse. He would 
rather that all the revenues of the Government should be lost 
than that this sectiun of the bill should be passed. 

The question was further debated’ by Messrs 
UNDERWOOD, CURTIS, 
CRAIG, 

When, the question being on striking out the section under 
debate in the original bill, except the firsi line, and inserting 
the amendment, it was carried withouta count. 

Mr. RHETT then moved to strike out the entire section as 
amended. 

And the question being put, the ayes were 49, the nots £9 

No quorum having voted, a motion was made that the com- 
mittee rise—on which the ayes were 21, ‘he noes 85 

There still being no quorum, 

The committee rose and reported that fact to the 
which thereupon, at 6 o’clock, adjourned 
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IN SENATE, 
Monpay, May 11, 1810. 

Mr. ALLEN presented the petiuon of Thomas Watkins, 
praying compensation for losses incurred during the late war; 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. A. also presented a memorial from citizens of Ohio, 
praying that the salaries of clerks in the employment of the 
Government may be reduced; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. A. also presented the memorial of citizens of George- 
town, D. C. praying that Congress may take measures tv com- 
pel the banks oi the District to fulfil their obligations by a re- 
sumption of specie payments; which was read, referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia, and ordeied to be 
printed. 

Mr. WRIGIIT presented the memorial of the Chamber of 
Conmerce of the city of New York, remoutrating against the 
repeal of the law for the licensing of pilots; which was refer- 
red to the Committee on Commere, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. STURGEON presented the memorial of citizens of 
Warrisburg, Pa. praying for the imposition ofa duty cu foreign 
silk, which was referred to the Commitiee on Finan 

WILLIAM LYON MACKENZIE. 

The resolution submitted some days since by Mr. Nonve.r, 
requesting the President of the United Sates to pardon William 
Lyon Mackenzie, coming up for consideration, 

Mr. NORVELL said it gave hii much pleasure to state 
that the President hal already exercised the pardouing power 
in relation to Mr. Mackenzie, and this would supersede the ne 
cessity of further action on the resolution, Hetheiefere moved 
to lay it the table, which was agreed to 

The joint resolution auihorizing the printing of the laws re- 
lative to naturalization, was read a third time, and passed. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The bill to authorize the Legislature of the State of Arkansas 
to sell the lands heretofore appropriated for the use of schools 
In that State; 

The bill to authorize the payment of equilable commissions 
to the agents or attorneys of persons in whose favor awards 
have been made under three several treaties between the United 
States and certain foreign powers, which awards have been re- 
tained in the Treasury in payment of debts due to the United 
States; 

The bill for the relief of certain settlers on the public lands, 
who were deprived of the benefits of the act granting pre-emp- 
tion rights, which was approved on the 19:h June, 1834; 

The bill for the relief ot the Plumb Island Bridge and Turn- 
pike Company; 

The bill for the relief ef Samuel Collins; and 

The bill to grant to the States and incorporated companies en 
gaged in the construction of roads and cana's, the right of way 
through the public lands of the United States; _ ‘ 
were severa'ly considered as in committee of the whole, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The bill for the relief of Hanaah Leighton was taken up. and 
after a very interesting discussion, in which Messrs. PIERCE, 

KING, WEBSTER, CRITTENDEN, WRIGHT, CALHOUN, 
BENTON, DIXON, BUCHANAN, HUBBARD, ALLEN, and 
PRESTON, took part, was ordered to be engrossed—yeas 31, 





noes 9. ‘ 

The CHAIR submitted ‘a messaze from the President of the 
United States, transmitting a report from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, in compliance with a resolution of the 2h Decem- 
ber, in relation to the sale orexchange of Treasury drafis for 
bank paper, by disbursing officers of the Government. 

Mr. BENTON believed that that message was in answer toa 
call of the Senate, adopted on his motion in December last. He 
would thank the Secretary to send him the papers. In Decem- 
ber last he read in his place here a letter from a gentleman of 
this District, who was a disbursing agent of the Government, 
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and who had been sent tothe Southweet to make large Lodieo 
paymenis 

Mr. WEBSTER begged pardon for interrupting the gentle- 
man; but ifthe message and documents weve to be the suiject 
0. remarks, it would be beiter to have them read 

Mr BENTON. Very good, sir’ I mean to inake them the 
subject ul remarka, beyond ali question. With the leave of ue 
Senaie, 1 will certainly do so, 

The papers were then read, 

Mr. BENTON continued. The circumstances, he said, un- 
der which the call was made that led to these answers in part, 
Wasa siatement given to him in wrigag by a citizen of this Dis- 
trict, then largely emploved asa disbursing agent of we @o- 
verament. He would read over this statement again, promising 
that part of what this gentleman stated had been nearly wit- 
nessed by himself fast sunimer in the sourhwest. 

Mr. B. here read the siatement, as follows 
“Memorandum of matters relating to tie circulation of the Unl- 

ted Siates Bank notes, which came under my own observa: 

tion while acting as disbursing agent of the Guverument ia 

the Cherokee country 

“sometime in the sprug of the year i838. two gentlemen ar- 
rived at the Cherokee Agency, (one ot Whose names I think was 
Roberts, the other not remembered,) to whom I was intro- 
duced. They were said w be agents of the U.S. Bank, whose busi- 
ness appeared to be to exchange the notes of that bank for ‘Trea. 
sury dratis, or drafts trom the paymasters and disbursing «gents 
on the Government. They did make exchanges to 9 conelerabie 
exien', bui io what amount I cannot say, They had, Lunler. 
stud, in their possession a large amount of the notes of the 
bank, and that they, after leaving the agency, went to Livle 
Rock, Arkansas, on business of a similar character. One oi ihe 
contractors (nowin Washington) for furnishing subsistence to 
the emigrant Indians Weat, yesterday told me that an agent of 
the United States Bank had been at Litthe Rock, and that he, to- 
gether with his partners, negotiated a joan wih him foe 
$150,000, payable in six months, which, he added, would soon 
be due.* 

“In the swmmer of the same year, 1 was called upon by Maj 
Chas, J. Nourse, of this city, to know if I had any Treasury 
drafts that I wished cashed, stating that he had o/d notes o! the 
Bank of the United States that he would give me in exchange. 
I replied that I had some diafitson New York and other places, 
which,if be would give me notes of the U. States Bank of Penn 
sylcenia, | would enter into the arrangement, but that oiher- 
wise Il would not, as I conceived the issue of these notes wrong, 
and contrary tolaw, aad would not make myself an accessory 
to the wrong CS circulating them. He observed that the other 
ageuts had made no objection to receiving them, and strongly 
urged my taking them likewise. Finding I was not to be pes 
suaded, we finally made an exchange, he giving me the notes of 
the Pennsylvaiuia Bank. The old notes were generally of small 
denomination—tens, twenties; the new notes were mostly ol 
likesums, with some fitties aud hundreds. The twenties and 
hundreds, of the new issue, appeared to have been struck off 
for post notes, made payable to order, with the word “order”? 
erased, and “John Ross or bearer” inserted. To all appear 
ances Mr. Nourse had a very large amount with him—I_ think 
he said, of both kinds, something like a half million of dollars 
He also said he thought he should go to Arkansas to endeavor 
to make exchanges there. 

“WasHinoton, August 20, 1839.” 

Mr. BENTON observed chat the first effort here developed 
was to push off on the writer the old dead notes of the Bank ot 
the United States; and, that failing, they then push on him the 
notes of the new Bank of the United States of Pennsylvania, 
which was soon after to close its doors. The contractor who 
was referred to, and who was then in Washington, stated that 
the agent of this Bank had deen to Little Rock, in Arkansas, 
and that he and his partners had negotiated a loan with him ot 
150,000 dollars of these notes, which would soon be due, “The 
old notes were generally of small denominations,—tens and bwen- 
ties—and the new notes were mostly of like suma, with some 
fifties and hundreds.” “The twenues and hundreds of the new 
issue appeared to have been struck off for post notes, made pay 
able to order, with the word order erased, and John Rosa, or 
bearer, inserted.’ The Senator from Arkansas, as well as him 
self, was familiar with these notes; all had heard ofthe Rows 
notes. ‘*Mr. Nourse had a very large amount with him. 1 
think he said, of both kinds, something like halfa million of dol- 
lars.”’ 

It was upon this statement, given to me by a citizen of George 
town, one of the most respectable persons in that place—and 
obliged to be respectable, otherwise he would not have been 
trusted by the War Department with the large disbursements 
he was employed to make for the Government—that hia resolu- 
tion, whch had just been read to the Senate, was founded. He 
had, however, a good deal of knowledge of his own on the eub- 
ject. He had himself been in the Southwest, and he there found 
that the old dead notes of the Bank of the United States were in 
extensive circulation, and had been put off on the agents 
of the Government in the manner stated by this gentle- 
man. He was present in one of our land offices where 
a citizen came in and offered some of these notes, which 
were refused by the Receiver. The citizen then expressed 
great indignation against the Government for putting out notes 
which it would not take in payment. The contractor’s agent, 
he said,had paid them to him, and they consequently came from 
the Government. Besides this, it came to his knowledge, 
Mr. 8B. eaid, that in this city eof Washington. there was a Trea- 
sury draft on the Bank of Missouri, for $90,000, that was sold by 
one of the disbursing agents of the Government to the agent 
of the Bank of the United States, and the notes of that institu- 
tion taken in pay. The person who sold it went off to pay our 
troopson the Southwestern frontier, and before he had been 
twenty-four hours out of the city, the news came that the Bank 
had closse:! its doors,and the notes tnerefore were but as somuch 
chaffin the hands of the agent, and to be paid eut as Govern- 
ment cutrency. There was much evidence in his possession, 
(Mr. B. said) to prove the fact that the Bank of the United 
States was it: the habitof sending out its agents al! over the 
country, pursuing the disbursing agents of the Government, 
for the purpose of getting th ir specie drafia,and putting off on 
thern their illegal or dev-reciated votes, and that of bovh kinds— 
the old dead notes which it was made penal by law to circulate, 
as well as the notes of - —_ anmareem at cnet 08 = 
stop payment. In the Southwest particularly, this 
cuision, anil there was good evidence that it was continued 

at this time. 


"These contractors were Glasgow and Iarris of Missousl. 
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fie officerso (jovernmecnt, much to their credit 
i mve any thing to mow Liese notes The Pos 
0 } ciment uad clagerte i ie returns of its officers, and 


arranged tle ,@ ‘able: ne Ct heads in separate 
cc a i vhohads 1 li 
reac . : a 35 itail. The 

i. of th bard i ances, received them: 

tj rod iis mimes Lovo) consisted of 

ee wh PanE Wer a Phey took the stand of the oid 

t wd Ss ‘ hey would fot answer. 

fieve Was pleased Lo sa) lest part of the Govern- 
m ‘ answered im the news but there were others 





whose auswera Were 0901 80 Satisfactory; and here, (said Mr. B.) 
aucding to the auswer of Mr. Gilliss of the Fourth Auditor's of. 
fice, ia au Instance where the draft of the 


Government was 
soll for tinease oole# three 


monaths afier the Bank had 
topped payment, and pail out asthe currency of the Govern- 
meut. The information which be had received, also showed 
that a person by the name of Roberts was now in the Southwest 
withimimense packages ofthe Bank of the Uniied States notes; 
and he bad also learned that this person had obaineda list of the 
Treasury draits issued here to disbursing agents in the Bourh- 
west, and was pursuing the officers of the Government ail over 
the West to purchase these drafts out of their hands. This 
was the amount of his information, and it was not to be dis- 
puted There was preuy good pr wf of ithere. The Bank of 
the United States had gone upon this system of making the Go- 
veroment thecircu'a of of herno'‘es _" ven the old dead onea— 
and of making them the currency of the Federal Government;and 
further, to put out both ire notes of the old Bak, which it ts aa 
offences, under the act of Congress, to circulate, as «ell as the 
noes of the new Bank, both before and after it had stopped pay- 
ment There was one atrong case presented in the statement he 
had read, and that was Uiat tiere Was a handred and filly thou- 
eacd dollars of there notes seut as far as Arkansas, there to 
be loaned to a single company of contractors to purchase cattle 
in the W li was badenouch, in all conscieace, for a bank 
to lend her tea al her counter, When she was going to stop pay- 


ment; bu »sond them outto a distance, tor the same purpose, 
Was cart ‘the matter a litle further than he had imagined 
these ing would venture to do. 

While 4 were going on at a distance, the same 


thing was Jone «a litle nearer; say within 100 miles, 
the jatormaron 
ele drait wa 


From 
iven him by a citizen, it appeared that a spe- 
d for caper, and that the difference, which was 
thirteen hundred dollars, the agent had passed to the credit of 
the Goverament If the agent had received this thirteen hun- 
dred doliara, and credited the United States with it, what was 
but holding so much from the = creditors? The United 
States has paid thirteen hundred dollars less than the publie 
creditors wereentitied'to, The information added, that the Ad- 
ministration loat cround very much by collecting good money 
and paylog outd:preeiated paper; and in particular it was 
eed as an arcunment, that the Government could not get along 
without a Bask ofthe United Srates. He, hiniself had had it 
thrown up to lim last summer, in the West, that the notes of 
the Bank of the Uaied 5 s were the best currency; that 
they were received, every where, by the officers of the Govern- 
ment, and paid out by then Mr. B. said he thought it was 
due to the sulject te bring i befor He thought it 
due to the whole quesiioa io make an authentic exposition of 
the fact thatthe Bank ofthe United States was system itically 
sending her agents through the country, carrying her notes along 
with them; that is, first, the old dead notes, which the 
law mince it penal to cirsuiate; aud, secondly, the new 
no'esa of the Bank, belore and since it had stopped pay- 
ment; which they put off on the agents of the Government, In 
as many Cases a3 possible, for their specie drafts; and he farther 
wished toexpose the fact, that this Bank was systematically 
pursuing the same Ccourseatthis very time. One ofthe an- 
wers that iad been given te the call, made upon his reso- 
ition, showed thatin this city, almost in the presence of the 
Government, the Government dratts were sold for the notes of 
thia sank three months afier it had stopped. I was no won- 
der then that the cry was raised of one currency for the office 
holders, aud another lor the pe pple. 

Mr. 8. said he ahould, fur the present, only ask for the print- 
ing of these papers. What course it would be proper to take 
with them, would be a matter ofconsideration when all the an- 
pwers caine in. One course that whi ho sturally suggested itself, 
was to refer them to the President ofthe United States, whose 
duty it was Wo see that the officers under him did their duty, 
in order that the proper remedy might be applied. Whether 
the Senate would adopt any legislative action or not, would be 
fur thern to decide when the proper time arrived. At present he 
only askel for the printing of the papers. 

Mr. WEBSTER said, uf he understood the drift of the charge, 
it was that ceriain disbursing officers had received specie or 
specie funds to pay the creditors of the Government, had ex- 
changed these funds for depreciated bank paper, and 
paid out the depreciated paper to those who were 
enutied to receive specie or vs equivalent. If this was a 
fact, it Was a singular Comment on the present state oj the cur 
rency; andif persons in the employment of the Government 
had conducted themselves in this manner, instead of denounce 
ing the banks for endeavoring to get specie or Government 
diraf's for Uheir depreciated paper, we should inquire into the 
conduct of our disbursing ageats, over whom we have some 

morol, end see if their conduct has been perfectly correct in 
the premises 

Mr. SEVIER observed that there was one Case or ly pre- 

ented in the papers justread to the Senate, which made it ne- 
ceasary for hin w say aay thing In relation te the subject under 
considerauan, and that was the case of ihe 890.000 draft, sold 


: Congress. 





last summer by Col. Rector. Now, he had received a letter 
from this dicoursing officer, When the call was made last sum- 
nicr, and the facts of the case were the When this gentleman 
w ia here la ummer, the Bank of the Vatied States was pay- 
ii? ePecie tor iis notes, an levery b rly % eved that the | ape; 


a Bink was as geo 


c lavspecie, Under these circumstances, 
h ot the per nission of Col. Towson hi use!l, predicated Upon 
t reques’ of the officers who were te be paid by him, to ex- 
é wethe draft received from the Government tor United 
Siaces Bank notes. Lt was true, as the Senator from Missouri 


val, chat, after he got these notes the Bank siopped payment; 
ithe made the exchange while the Bank was a specie paying 
bank, and got the permission of the Paymaster General and the 
s-cretary of War for it. Now with regard to Roberts: The 
coatractors spoken of obtained. a lean from Roberts himself, as 
they had aright to do, and he received his pay from them after 
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the appropriation passed. It was true that Roberts was out 
in the Southwest exchanging bank notes for specie and Go- 
verument drafts, and, whether the noles wore good or bal, 


ose Who teok the vere the best judge; but ihe Government 
was 0 ways to bi : for thie, as the wilo made the ex- 
changes bad ¢ i Tt LO GO AO. 





Mr. BENTON remarked? att 
entirely mistake is whwle movement. lie ve ldom ad- 
ve ted to individuals a it, and had no intention of duing eo en 
the present occasion. There was no petson more carefol in 
mentioning the names of tnd viduals, or more cautious of call- 
ing any body before wie Senate, than himseif; and ia every thing 

b: fore the 


he said, he thought he was careful to avoid names no 

Senate. With resject to the $90,000 draft, he made a special 
etatement that, on the 7th day of October, 1339, the agen: of the 
Bank of the United States bought it from the disbursing officer 
of the G .wwernment, and that, on the 8:h or 9h day of the saine 
month, the Bank stopped. Yes, on the very instant of their 
stopping, $90 000 of their notes had been put off on an officer of 
the Government, who was on his way to the West, where they 
were disbursed as Government currency. On the 18th day of 
October, thie $90000 was roiled out of the bank at S:. Louis, 
shipped to Philadelphia, from whence it weat to London, while 
iis dishonored notes were pail out by our officers. That was 
one case out of many others, and he had no doubt but the an- 
swers that were yet to come 10 would present others equal y as 
siiong. This was a case in which depreciated paper was put 
otf on a Government officer, drawing from us, 1n place of it, 
our hard money, and thus authorizing the enemies of the Admi- 
nistration to say that ii had failed to pay specie for its engage- 
ments, and alopted the United States Bank notes. How failed? 
Because the Bank was enabled, by sending out Ks agents, to get 
the specie fram the Government officers, and send it to London. 
That was the reason why the Government failed in the instances 
he had cited, and he was now able to prove it. The Bank agents 
were carrying tillions of her paper through the country, get- 
ting specie drafts for it out of hands of the agents and officers 
of the Government, and drawing the specie for them, which 
was immediately shipped to London. ‘These facis would be 
brought out and proved in such a way that it would be impos- 
sible to deny them. 

There sno person, he repeated, more careful than he was 
of bringing Gie names of individuals before the Senate. He 
purposely avoided mentioning Mr. Kector’s name at ail. 
Doubtless this gentleman’s answer would come in with the 
others; and the part that he had acted would be fully explained. 
He knew he was not to blame; he knew (Mr. B_ s:id) that it 
would disclose the fact he hai stated. But what had this to do 
with the point he wished to bring to the notice of the Senate— 
the conduct of the Bunk?) He had stated that the cay before the 
Bank stopped, one of its agents got out of the hands of an officer 
of the Government a Treasury draft for $90,000, and paid him 
in notes of abank which was to ston the next day. Our officers 
(said Mr. B ) are trailed by the agents of this Bank, who, in one 
respect, aresuperior to the Cuba bloodhounds, which had becn 
found useless in Florida, because they would not take the trail at 
all. They not only (said Mr. B ) take the tratl with wonderful 
sagacity, but they held on after they have cauglit the gcame— 
they never Ict go their hold till they have got the Treasury 
draft, fitean be had. You will have (said Mr. B) proof upon 
proof of what I have said. You will have it fromm the South 
west, the great ficid where the Bank of the United. States carried 
on iis operations, and where it undertook to make the people 
believe that she furnished the best currency for the Government, 
that ehe upheld the Federal Government, and that the Federal 
Government could not get along without her. 

It was upen this state of things that the charges he had refer- 
rel to were made against the Government—and it was upon 
the information thus obtained that he had made tie call 
which broneht inthe anewers that had just heen read to the Se- 
nate. Butthe creat point he made waa, not to oriminate indi- 
viduals, but to lay bare the conduct of this Bank before the pub- 
lic eye. It was to show that this Bank, ever since It obtaine | 
iis new charter, had been assiduously engaged, first, in endea- 
voring to show that she upholds the credit of the Government, 
secondly, in endeavoring to pass off her old dead notes, and 
in the third place, to pass off the notes of the new Bank afer 1 
had stopped payment. And further, that this Bank, differing 
from other banks that loaned out money at their counters, sent 
their notes 2 long way otf by their agents, to loan to contrac- 
tors and oth rs, and afterall this the Government was to be 
taunted with the charge that it had failed to pay specie for iis 
engagements—ihat its hard money was a humbug, and that it 
could not do without a Bank of the United States, whose cur- 
rency it adopted. Ail cis was done by a bank whose stock, 
though not worth five cents in the doliar to keep, furnished a 
currency forthe American people, and that too in exchange 
for gold and silver, obtained from Government agente; and 
which, although she would pay her English stockholders weil, 
would probably never pay her American stockhelcersa dollar. 

Mr. HENDERSON said that it appeared by some of the re- 
plies, that notes of other non-svecie paying banks, in addition 
to the United States Bunk, had been received by the officers of 
Government, and argued to siiow that even the notes of specie 
paying banks at adistance, or disadvantageously situated, were 
not equivalent to specie or specie funds at the place of pay- 
inent. 

Mr. SEVIER had only a word to say. He was sorry that his 
remarks were misunderstood. He had said that in the first 
case referred to, the individual had sold a Government drait for 
what he considered equal to specie, and this was done with the 
assent of these who had authority to give it. If the Bank after- 
wards broke faith with ber creditorsand stopped payment, that 
could not be charged as a crime upon him. With regard to the 
great amount of notes of the United States Bank now in circu- 
lation on our Southwestern border, the Government was not in 
fault. Theagent of the Bank, Mr. Roberis, takes out immense 
amounts in notes of the Bank; he loans them to those who have 
contracted tosupply the Government troops with previsions, or 
perform any other service; these contractors pay them out to 
the farmers or drovers for their corn or their cattle, and thus 
they get intocirculation. When the contractor receives his pay 
from the Governinent, in Treasury notes or aspecie draft, he 
hands it over to the agent of the Bank, in repayment of his 
loan, and the apecie is drawn on account of the Bank, and she 
sends it where she pleases, Can the Government prevent this 
result,or is she to blame for its occurrence? He knew that 
there were several agents of the Bank on the borders of Mis. 
souri and Arkansas, indeed there might be one in every Indian 
tribe, for aught he knew, who took every occasien to exchange 
their notes for Treasury drafia; but this was not a matter for 
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which the Government was responsible. He contended that 


the Government had done its duty, and in every instance had 
paid outtve currency of the Constitution, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN 4s an additional reason for the 
of the notes of the Untied States Bank in circulation jn th 
Sov hwest, adverted to the orr: mentemered into wi h that 
ban: by the Secretary of Var, by which ove of ihe bunda of 
the Bank to the Gove nment was discharged in disbursemens 
to the creditors of the Government, which disbursemcnis when 
tobe tale in votes of the institution. Mr. C. said he knew 
nothing of the facts alluded to by the gentlewen who precejes 
him, buthe would say that if (ve agent of the Bunk |, the 
United States, or any other bank, had exchanged their NOteS fog 
Gove roment Crafts, with a suspension of payments ia coutem 
plation, it was a mostdisgraceiul fraud 

Mr. BENTON teplied, that thedraft was dated on 1} 
venth of October, and the Bank stopped on the eighth orthe 
ninth. The craft was soldin this place, one Government of 
cer having been waylaid for the purpose of putting these noies 
onhim. Hetook them as the notes of a specie paying bans 
and the next day the Bank stopped payment. On the eighteep:), 
of the same month, the specie for this draft was rolled out from 
the Bank of Missouri, in St. Louis, and shipped to Philadel : 
from whence it was carried to London, and the notes of the 
United Siates Bank paid to our creditors. With respect to the 
agreement of wich the Senator from Kentucky spoke, the jn. 
formation which he had read just now, showed that there had 
been three violations of it. The first was the Bank paying out 
the eld dead notes of the ol Bank, which was an off. nce againg, 
ourlaws. The second vioialon was their having paid notes 
under twenty coilars; and theshird violation was their having 
paid out pest notes or “Ross notes,” as they were called in the 
Southwesi. But the Senator from Arkansas, it seemed, couig 
not take the pointwhich he had made. 

He had not arraigned any officer here. | When all the infor. 
mation came in, he should move to lay it before the President 
of the United states, in order that he might examine it, and gee 
ivany remedy could be applied. His object further was, that 
it should be examined in the Senate, that they might judge 
whether any legislative acion was necessary. Wih respect’ 
to the officers aid contractors, he had not a word to say, at the 
presenttime. He would not put them to the trouble of making 
any explauations. Te would notnamethem here. He was 
aware that Mr. Rector, before lie had made his arrangement, 
had obtained the permission of his immediate chief. He did 
not mention Mr, Rector’s name, nor did he mean to doit. His 
£leat object was to show that we have been paying out the pa- 
per of broken banks, received in exchange for specie; and 
that the charge was, in consiquence, made, in the South. 
west that the Government could not do without them, 
and that it was notorious that the notes of this broken 
Bank had furnished a currency for this General Government, 

They say the attempt to pay specie had failed. Now he 
wished to know if tt took any more trouble io pay out the hard 
money (o our credttors than to ship it off to London. His de. 
claration was, that the agents of this Bank trailed and way laid 
the Government officers, even across the Mississippi, and get- 
ling their specie drafts from them, shipped it off to the bank, 
and thence to London. When he was in the Southwest last fall, 
it was in vaio ior him to say thatthe Government was innocent 
of all this, for the people, sceing the immense Circulation of 
these notes, and that they were paid out by our agents, cop- 
tractors, and officers, naturally supposed they came from the 
Government. That deterrained him to get this information; 
and when the facts all came in, the charges he had made would 
be fixed on the Bank so firm’y, that it would be impossible for 
themto deny it. It would be seen tha: she liad made the United 
Siates the circulater of her notes, andeven those which it was 
illegal to circulate. 

Mr. WEBSTER said that the sta'ement admitted the extraor- 
dinary imbecility ofthe Government. It admitied that the at- 
tempt to estab ish a specie circulaiion had failed. and failed 
through the energy and address of a State institution. It ae. 
knowledged thatthe Government only played second fiddle to 
inis corporation in the commercial and fiscal affairs of the coua- 
try. Hecontended that it was utterly impossible, in the nature 
things, for the Government to maintain specie payments, 
while the great mass of the circulation was composed of depre- 
ciated bank paper, an! went into details to show how anatiempt 
io do so must inevitabiy fail. He said that while the Senawr 
from Missouri had been loud in his denunciations ofa Srate 
corporation, over which we bad no control, for doing that which 
we had no power to prevent, he had ensirely overlooked the offi- 
cers of the Government who had perticipated in the offence, 
and who were within the reach o! legislative or Executive 
aciion. 

Mr. BENTON observed that the Senator from Massachu- 
setts [Mr. WessTER} said that he (Mr. B ) overlooked the petty 
delinquencies of the eflicers of the Government while he pour- 
ed out the vials of his wrath on the head of the Bank of the 
United States. Now he stated to the Senate, and he belived ze- 
veral times over, thatthese papers would go to the President of 
the United States, whose duty it was to see thai his officers did 
their duty, and that he would examine them, and seeing the 
conduct of each officer in each particular case, would apply the 
proper remedy it found necessary. That was one course he 
proposed to take. Another was, when all the answers came in, 
to make them the subjectot some legislative action on the part 
of the Senate; but he disclaimed now, when the information 
was only received in part, any intention of dragging the Go- 
vernment officers before the Senate, or of saying one word about 
them, or naming one of them. He had, however, distinctly 
stated that either upon his motion or that of some other Sena- 
tor, all this information would be referred to the President for 
his action, and thatit would become his duty as one bound to 
see the laws of the country faithfully executed, to apply the 
proper remedy. 

Now, sofar from this information proving that the attempt 
to pay the engagements of the Government in hard mooey 
had failed,.he undertook to say that the contrary was proved by it, 
and that from this ‘ime forth, the practice would be established. 
By the time that all the officers had answered all the questions 
propounded to them, it would be in the power of the Govern- 
ment to havein its service none but such as would fulfil the 
laws of the country, and those who would obey the instructions 
of the Government. We have yet to be made acquainted with 


amount 
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Mila, 


something new under the sun, when we learn that it would 
take more money to pay the cre«itors of the Government in hard 
money, than it weuld take to pay the hard money over to the 
Bank of the United States. He admitted that other Government 
officers paid over the money ‘in the fist instance; those who 
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received it had a right do with it as they pleased. As to con- 
tractors, they stood ma relatien a little different, and not very 
diferent from that of Government officers, and it might be, that 
ia consequence of disclosures now made, aclause would be in- 
gerted in fucure contracts, requiring contractors to pay cut the 
bard money they received from the Government. But we all, 
guid Mr. B. see the effect that this state of things has upon 
the character of the Administration, and the injury it does tu the 
country. We see that having collected hard money, its paid 
out in adepreciated currency, and even in United siates Ba ik 
noes. Tue ume, however, had come to apply the remedy 
We are now receiving information on the subject,and when it 
came in, it would be time to act. 
Mr. SEVIER would only say that he did not believe that 
thereever had been a payment made by the Governmentexcept 
in specie or 418 equivalent, and was convinced that the Govern- 
ment hud, in every instance, fulfilled its obligations. : 

The question was then taken on printing tie document, and it 
was agreed (0. E 

And the Senate adjourned. 


all 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, May 11, 1840. 

Mr. CRABB asked permission of the House to offer a resolu- 
tion; which was read for information, and which proposed to 
change the hour of meeting from 12 to LL o'clock. 

Mr. DAVIS of Pennsy!vania asked - ermission to amend the 
resolution, s0 as to take a recess from 24 to 4 o’clock; and 

Mr. DAWSON aiso give hotice that, should the rules be sus- 

ended, he would move an amendment proposing, by the con- 
currence of the Senate, to adjourn Congress on the 15:h of June 

ext. 
: Mr. EVANS objected to the introduction of the resolution. 

Mr. CRABB read the new rule retfating to adjouruments; 
which rule says (hata motion to adjourn, and to fix a day to 
adjourn, stiall always be inorder, and inqulred of the SPBAKER 
whether it Was notin o der to receive the resolution, notwiih- 
standing the objection. 

The SPEAKER decided not. 

Mr. CKABB then moved to suspend the rules. 

Mr.CRAIG demanded the yeas snv nays, which were ordered; 
and the question having been taken on the motion to suspend 
the rules, it was decided in the affirmative—yeas 120, nays 23 

So the resolution was received; and, having been read, 

Mr. TURNEY moved the previous question on its adoption, 
which mo.ien having received a secon’, the main question Was 
oderedand put, and the resolution was agreed to. 

The CHAIR annvunce:! that the business before the House 
wasthespecial order on the reportof the Select Committee on 
Public Printing. 

Mr. ADAMS sail, as that was the subject rst in order, he 
would moveto take up the unfintshed business of Saturday. 
The chairman of Ways and Mans had been so goal as to allow 
the bill to be made the specia! order to, one day, during which 
he was absent; he iwped he would consent that it-ehould be 
made the speciai order for another day, now that he was in the 
House. 

Mr. PETRIKIN asked the consent of the House to offera re- 
solution; which was read for information. as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be requested to 
inform this House how many officers of the navy are absent on 


‘Teave or on furlough, including passed midshipmen, giving the 


name of each officer, the cause of his absence, the length of 
time heor they have been absent or excused from service 
If furioughed, when does the leave granted expire, what length 
of time have those turloughed served,or been at sea at any 
one time for the last twenty years; what business have the 
absent officers been engaged in during the absence on leave, or 
furlough, and how of ea has the leave or fuclough been renewed 
toany individual named as now abseut. 

There being no objection to the resolution, it was received, 
read, and agreed to. 

Mr. R. GARLAND, by permission, presented furtMer testi- 
mony in relation toa case pending before a committee. 

Mr. JENIFER submitted amemorial and docuinents from the 
tobacco convention; which were, on his motion, ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. J. made a motion to have an extra quantity of said me- 
morial and documents printed; which motion, under the rule, 
lies on the table for one day. 

On motion of Mr. ADAMS, the house then resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union(Mr. Betiin 
the chair) on the bill reported from the Committee on Manutac- 
tures, “to ensure the more faithful execution of the laws relating 
to the collection of duties on imports.” 

The question pen:ing when the committee rose on Saturday, 
was the motion of Mr. Ruerr to strike from the bill the ninth 
section in the words following: 

“4nd be it further enacted, That whenever a suit against any 
collector, or other officer of the customs, for the seizure of goods, 
wares, or merchandise, unlawfully imported into the United 
Siates, or forfeited for the unlawful entry of the same, shall be 
tried in any court of the United States, in which suit is involved 
any question of duties on importatious of goods, wares, or mer- 
chandise, no person having the same interest with that of the 
party to the suit im the question at issue shall be competent as 
— on such trial, uuless called to testify by the adverse 
arty. 

The qnestion was taken by tellers, (Messrs Crass and 
Crate acting as such) and decided in the negative by—ayes 
62, noes 83. ; 

Mr. RHETT moved to amend the tenth section of the bill 
by striking eut that part of the penalty in case a custom-house 
officer should aid orabet any personto commit a fraud on the 
revenue, which says that (hey “shail he thereafier incapable of 
holding any office of profitor trust under the United States.” 
Mr. R. considered 1\ improper for Congress to legislate on that 
subject, as the Constiiution already provided for such cases. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST was of a different opinion, He con. 
sidered there was nothing in the bill, as amended, which, on 
careful examination, would be found at variance to any of the 
great principlesof the Constitution. It was true that the Con- 
Sutution prescribes the qualification of officers of the Govern- 
ment; italso prescribed that they should be disqualified for of 
fences against the laws. It gives the power to Congress to legis- 
late for such offences against the laws, and to prescribe he crimes 
which go to disqualify. The disability to hold office has been 
Tecognised as proper penalties, in other legislation, for crimes or 
Violations of a The constitutional power of Congress to 
apaality an individual from holding office for offences against 
United States,” 
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the laws, had never been heretofore disputed. In the revenue 
law of 1799, the disability to hold office is madea part o/ the 
penaity for committing Offence against the law 

Mr. ADAMB aaid that so tar from it being unconstitutional for 
Congress to legislate on this matter, it was expressly authorized 
by the Constitution so to do. The Constituuen gives the sole 
power to th: Senate to try all impeachments; and it expressly 
says that “judgments in cases of impeactiment shall not ex- 
tend farther thanto removal! from office, and disqualification to 
hold and enjoy any office of honor, trust or profit, under the 

Mr, A. argued that the power wes leit to Congrpss to specify 
what particular crimes shail disquali'y an individual from 
holding office; and that was what tie bill before the House pro- 
posed to do, and nothing more. Al er pursuing this argument 
to some extent in support of the postion he assumed, Mr. A. 
said he considered a breach of trust in an officer as an infa- 
mous crime, and which deserved the severest punisiiment. The 
punishment proposed cperated onthe mini!: it brought infamy 

as, therefore, a Very proper punisiument. 





_ apd disgrace, and was 
| yee. CUSHING wished to inquire of his colleague whether 
I 


ve biil had any reference to the bribes which he was informed 
it was the practice of Lie custom-house officers 1a New York to 
receive from importers and others. Ii he was wrong, he would 
be gladto be corrected; but he had been informed that such 
wasthe open practice for sums of money to be given to these 
subordinate officers by importers and merchants for preference 
over others M receiving their papers, etc. For instance, it 
frequently happened that ten or iweive gentlemen received 
their consignments by a parucuiar ship, andit was thena m 
ter of competition as to who should receive his papers first. 
So the clerk sometimes received a fee or bribe of $50 or $100, 
to give one the preference over another. Again: a half dozen 
ships might come in on the same day, when the passengers, ne- 
cessarily finding delay in getting their papers, would pay the 
same bribes to receive their papers before others. It mightalso 
occur that some passengers might pay u bribe to the officers for 
the purpose of getting their bageage through with an easy in- 
smection, or without any inspection atall. Any one who had 
been to Europe, must be aware of the shameful system prevail- 
ing among custom-house officers abroad, who not only received 
bribes for giving prefercnce, but bribes for the performance of 
their duty. 

He stated these facts alleged in relation tothe custom-house at 
New York, with the hope that, if true, they would be marked, 
anda proper remedy provided. He heid it wrong for those 
oificersio receive any such fees, as it opened the door to cor- 
ruption, inasmuch as it habituated them to the reception of mo- 
ney whichthey hadnvo right to receive. He dented that any 
custom-house officer had a right to receive nioney, other than 
his salary, even in the shape of presents, to urge him to the 
more prowot performence of | luiy. Hie pay from 
vernment was a sufficient reward If any oificer received 
money over and above his sa ary, for the performance of his 
duty, it was bribery, and deserve!) puuishment. Lf the amend- 
ment did not reach this class of cases, he would offer an amend- 
ment which shouid reach them. 

He stated this on common tumor, as what wae believed to be 
a system very extensively practised. He did not intend to 
make any imputation on the collector himself, as he had no 
reason to believe that he wasa party tothem. On the contrary, 
he knew that the collector had discharced several indididuals 
who had been guilty of receiving such bribes, and for doing 
which, he had been severely censured by the New York pa- 
ers, 

Mr. VANDERPORT, suggested whether the word “ other- 

wise” inthe 7th line, did not apply to such cases, 
» Mr. CUSHING said it did not, but appited solely to bribes, 
with intention to defraud the revenue. These fees were not 
given with aay intention to defraud, but still they were bribes, 
and calculated to produce a very injurions effect. 

Mr. ADAMS replied that the evils of which his colleague 
complained was of an evtirely diferent nature to those which 
the bill intended ta romedy. The practice of officers receiving 
bribes for the giving of preference in the performance of their 
duty, was not defrauding the revenue, and therefore could not 
be relevant tothe present measure. He suggested to his col- 
league whether he was prepared to act upon mere rumor, and 
newspaper charges, against these subordinates. But in case it 
were proved to be the case, would it not be much better to 
provide aremedy in another bill, and at another time? 

Mr. FILLMORE spoke at some lengtii on the naiure of the 
power given by the Constitution to Congress. He agreed that 
if we did possess this power of punishing a certain class of offi- 
cers, it would be very proper to exercise it But the danger 
was, if we did not possess the power, and yet presumed to exer- 
cise it, that at some future time it might be extended to cases 
where it eught not to be applied, 

Mr. CRABB was fully disposed to punish every officer who 
should be guilty of such crimes. But, at the same time, he must 
have due regard to the Constitution. He did not believe that 
we had the power of adding to the qualification or disqualifica- 
tion of any officer, when the qualifications and disqualifications 
of officers were designated by the Constitution. But as to any 
petty officer, which this Congress had power to create by law, 
he thonght we had the power to designate what their qualifica- 
tions or disqualifications should be, and to provide any punish- 
ment we might think proper. But as that clause applied to 
every officer, whether appointed by the Constitutien or by the 
law of Congress, he conid not vote for it. He therefore moved 
to amend by inserting, alter the wor’s United States, the words 
“ created by the authority of Congress.” 

The question being taken on this amendment, it was re- 
jected. . 

The question then recurring on the motion of Mr. RHETT, to 
strike out the words “and shall be thereafter disqualified from 
holding any office of trust under the United States.” after some 
brief remarks from that gentiemarw and Mr. BRIGGS, it was 
rejected—ayes 45, noes 82. 

Mr. ADAMS moved to amend by striking out after the 27th 
lire, the word “double” agreed to. 

Mr. RANDAIL r:oved to amend by inserting in the 18th 
line after the words “cnatom-house,” the words, “with intent 

to defraud the revenue.” ; 

This was objected to on the ground thatit would go to lega- 
lize the practice complained of by Mr. Cvsuinc, inasmuch 
as the penalty would apply only to such cases of bribery as 
contemplated a fraud on the revenue. : 

: oe question being taken on this amendment, it was re- 
ected. 

’ Mr. CUSHING then offered the following amendment, to be 
added to the 11th section: 
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‘And be it further enacted, Uf any collector, naval officer, 
puty, or any other custom-house officer, or per 
’ he custem-house, or in the collecuion of the 
revenue, shall, for che performance of any of the cuties of his 
Office, or for giving preference, favor, or despatch, in the per- 
lormance of the some, directly or in! rectly, receive from any 
person any morev, or other Ching of value, other than his ke gal 
compensation, te eball, on couvie ion thereof, pay a fine of not 
less than ove hucdred. nor more thas One thousand delars, for 
1 nce ” 


each andevery such «4 
Mr. TILLINGHAST though the section they had just passed 
rround taken by the amenduaent 


upon Covered (ie same 
ended that it did not, but had reference 


Burvevor, or « 
8m employed) 


vMr. CUSHING co 
omy to such Cases where bribes Were received with a view to 
defraud the revenue 

Mr. HAND made some remarxa, in whieh he disapproved 
the course of gentlemen in making these general charges upon 
mere ruovor, 

Mr. CUSHING replied, that what he had alluded to was spo- 
ken of asa matter of notoriety among commercial menin New 
York. 

Mr. HAND thought it would be better not to charce the mer- 
chants, as a Class, with giving these brives, aud being guilty 
of such crimes, without savsfaciory proof, 

Mr. MONROE said his colleague appeared to think there 
was something very corrupt lu the practice of giving fees to the 
clerks. For his part he did not see any thing which affected 
the morals either of the clerk or merchant. However excep 
tionable the practice might be, there was nothing corrupt 
about it It was well known that, in the regular course of bu- 
siness, merchants had to wait a long time tor ther papers, and 
it Was an open practice to givea fee to the clerks for expediting 
the business, who, in doing it, probably worked extra hours 

Mr. PEP RIKIN moved to amend the amendment by adding 
the words, “one half of the penalty to be paid to the person 
giving information thereof.”’ 

Mr. P. advocated his amendment, on the ground that it would 
be in vainto hope for aproper execution of the Jaw without 
some sueh inducement. 

Aftersome brief remarks from Mr. HAND, 

Mr. WISE said, as it appeared witnesses were wanted to 
prove the fact in relation to these fees or bribes, he would give 
some information on the subject. He would teil therm taat 
when he was in New York on the Swartwout committee, mer- 
chants of both parties, men of high character, carne to him 
and complained that they were compelled to doit, Yes; owing 
to the practice which had grown up, the merchants assured him 
that they not only had to pay ‘temporary fees, but regular sa 
lariesto these officers per anuum for getting theif business 
transacted, although they were pail by the Government. These 
merchants were gentlemen of high standing inthe city of New 
York, and they stated that the practice was by no means Clan- 
destine, but dene openly, and that it was inpossible to get 
along withoutit. Such wae the hight ef corruption, that the 
clerks m the custom house would not do their duty without 
it. He stated, on his own personal veracity, that upwards 
of a dozen merchants bad complained to hum of the prac- 
tice. 

Mr. HAND said if such was really the sta'e of the facts, 
and that the intelligent merchants o: New York had submitted 
to it so long, he could only express his ulerastonishment. And 
he was sure the people of the United States would be equally 
astonished that these merchants had suffered it to grow up imo 
general practice. As such, it appeared, was the case, the mer- 
chants were equally gnilty, with the officers, and he would no 
longer defend them. He thought it high time there was some 
law on the subject. 

Mr. WISE explained that the merchants complained of the 
system as an extoruon which they dare fot resist, owing to the 
extent to which it was practised. 

Mr. H}AND said that the merchants of New York were 
shrewd business men, and must know such a praciice could not 
besanctioned by law. If they chose to subnitto the extortion, 
all he had to say was, that they were foole for so doing 

Mr VANDERPOSL said if such was the practice, it had 
long prevailed. He did not believe wih his colleague (Mr. 
Hanp] that tke merchants were to blame, because they had ia- 
ken means to obtain their perishable conimmodities in advance of 
others, for a small consideration. He would, however, cheer- 
fully vote for the amendment, without considering it was fix- 
ing any imputation on the merchants of New York. 

Mr. SERGEANT sugggested to the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania (Mr. Perrikin} that there was already a law making 
provision for an informant. He hoped the amendment of the 
gentleman from Massachusetis | Mr Cusine) would be agreed 
to. The practice complained 01 in some of the custom-houses 
was the germ of bribery, and, without restraint, would Brow to 
ereat height and great strength. This amendment, in his opi- 
nion, would have a salutary effect. 

The question being taken on Mr. Perrixiy’s amendment, it 
was rejected. 

Mr. ADAMS was willing to accept the amendment of his col- 
leagne, (Mr. Cusnine,) because its tendency was w arrest the 
evil complained of as soon as possible. He would be glad if 
his colleague would take up the subject of his (Mr. ©’s) amend. 
ment te the fullest extent, andoffer a bill to the House which 
would not only operate on clerks who receive §%@ a year, but 
on the highest men in the Union, in the Executive and Legisia- 
tive departments, as well as on Custoum-house officers. F 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia expressed h’s regret and astonish- 
ment, not only at the extraordinary developments which had 
been made on that floor, bui at the remarks made in relation to 
them by gentlemen of both parties, by way of extenuating and 
narrowing down the gross crimes of bribery and corruption. 
What did we see? Why. it appeared that we had a system of 
open bribery and corruption among our custom-howse Officers, 
and that pay was received for fave riiistn, tie same asin Europe. 

If such things were allowed. no man in thie Congress need be 

surprised if the very state of things existing in loreign coun 

tries, should soon be adverated here. Weuldthey patsa law tor 
the punishment of these Yorkshire traders, aod not punish r 
own salaried officers for receiving bribes? The very same 

ciple would apply to both. 

Mr. McKAY did no: a; prove the practice ef paving fers to 
any salaried officer. He hoped it did not exiat wie exter it 
was imagined. His object in rismg was w remind gene: c 
that some years ago a requizi‘ion had been issued irom ‘hie 
‘Treasury expressly forbidding any euch practice, abc 4" be- 
ing the case, he was disposed to think the evil couid not exist 
so extensively as some genuemen were inclined to believe 

After some further debate, in which Mesers. PETRIKLN, 
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HAND, and CUSHING participated, the question was taken on 
the amendment of Mr. Cusuina, and it wasagreed to. 

Sundry oheramendmeuts were propesed hy Messrs. HOFF. 
MAN and FILLMORE, which were rejected; and by Messrs. 
ADAMS and TILLINGHAST, which were agreed to; and upon 
which an explanatory debate took place, in which Messrs. 
ADAMS, HABERSIIAM, TILLINGHAST, SERGEANT, 
HOFFMAN, FILLMORE, and LINCOLN, participated. 

AC aquarter past six o’cluck, the bill was reported to the 
Hioure 

Mr. HOLMES gave notice of bis intention to address the 
House generally on the bill. Hecharacterized it as one preg- 
nant with all evils; one most enormous In its character; which 
he should endeavor to exoese tw the House, if no gentleman 
more alert than himself should obtain the floor, and move the 
previous quesuon. 

Ou mouon of Mr. LEADBETTER, the bill and amend- 
nents (as made in Committee of the Whole) were ordered to 
be printed, 

Aud then the House adjourned 


IN SENATE, 
Tvespay, May 12, 1510. 

Mr. FOUTHARD presented the petition of Elizabeth Garra- 
branta; which was referred to (he Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. 8 also presenteda memorial remonstrating agamet the 
use of bloodhounds in Gee Florida war; which was laid on the 
table 

Mr. NORVELL presented the memorial of a number of citi 
zens of Wiskousin, praying the confirmation of the title @1 
Francis Laveiuture and others to certain lands in Milwaukie; 
wiuch was referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and or- 

dered io be printed 

Mr. PILKCe presented the petition of Jonathan Shafer; 
which was referred to che Committee on Revoludonary Claime 

Mr. HENDERSON presented two memorials of David Mc 
Caleb: the petiion of sundry citizens of Yallobusha county, 
Miseterippi: and the petition of Frederick Counts and others; 
which were severally referred to the Committee on Public 
Laie. 

M;. HI. also presented the memorial of the Directors of the 
Grand Gulf Railroad and Banking Company; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

Also, the memorial of a number of citizens of Natchez, pray 
ing a remiasion of the penalties imposed upon Win. L. Macken- 
zie; which was laid ou the table 

Also, the petition of a number of citizens of Newton county, 
Mississippi, for apost route; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 

Also, the petition of anumber of ciuzens of Rankin county, 
Mist ouri, praying the passage of a bankrupt law; which was 
jail on the table. 

Also, the petition of David A 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. STRANGE prese:ted the petition of Lot Stricklin; 
which was referred te the Committee on Pensions 

Mr. MOUTON presented the n :nortal of the Trustees of the 
Caddo Academy, i the State of Louisia.a, praying a donation 
o land; which was referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. 

Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
reported a bill authorizing the War Department to make expe- 
rimeniesin steam vessels forharbor defence; which was read, 
and ordered toa second reading : 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the following reso!ution, which 
was considered, and agreed to: 

Resvlved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making a grant of 
money or land to the State of New York, to assist in the cou- 
struction of arailroad between the waters of Lakes Ontario and 
Champlain, and paraliel with the St. Lawrence river; and also 
to ascertain how far the said read will facilitate the transporta 
tion of the mails, public stores, troops, and munitions of war, 
and how far it will supersede the necessity of forts and other 
miliary detences along the St. Lawrence frontier 

Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolution, which 
was considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be instructed 
toinquire into the expediency of appropriating five hundred 
dollars, to be expended under the direction of the Secretaries 
of War and Navy, for the purpose of preserving and arranging, 
for inspection aad reference, the mineral and geological speci. 
mens be'onging to Government. 

The bill w authorize the Legislature of the State of Arkansas 
to ecl! the lands heretofore appropriated for the use of schools 
1 that State; ; 

The bill to authorize the payment of equitable commissions 
to the agents or attorneys of persons in whose favor awards 
have been made under three several treaties between the Unitcd 
States and certain foreign powers, which awards have been re 
tained im the Treasury in payment of debts due to the United 
Siives; 

The bill for the relief of certain settlers on the public lands, 
who were deprived of the benefits of the act granting pre-emp- 
tion rights, which was approved on the 19th June, 1834; 

The bill for the reliei of the Plumb Island Bridge and Turn- 
pike Company; ; : 

The bill for the relief of Samuel Collins; 

The bill to grant to the States and incorporated companies 
engrged in the construction of roads and canals, the right of way 
through the public lands of the United States: and 
> The bill for the relief of Hannah Leighton; 
were read athird time and passed. 

GENERAL ORDERS. 

he bill authorizing the granting o/ letters testamentary and 

of administration toaliens in the District of Columina; and 

The biil for the relief of certain companies of Michigan mi- 
litia; c 
were considered as in committee of the whole, and ordered to 
be engrossed. 

GENERAL BANKRUPT LAW. 

The bill to establish a uniform system of bankrupicy through- 
out the United States Seing taken up, 

Mr. WALA, addrcee | cue Senate at length in opposition to 
the tail, and in favor of the substitute proposed by the minority 
of the Committee on the Juciciary. 

Mr. CLAYTON followed in reply; and 

Mr. CRITTENDEN intimaiing au intention to speak on the 
eubject, 3 

The Senate went into Executive session, 

Aid then adjourned. 
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Brocket; which was referred 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Teeepay, May 12, 1840. 
Mr. DAVIES of Pennsylvania asked permission of the House 


to offer a resolution proposing to take a daily recess from the 
hour of 24 till 4 o’clocs. 


Mr. EVERETT objected to its reception. 

Mr. DAVIS moved to suspend the rules, to enable him to 
present the resolution, and on that motion demanded the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. LINCOLN said it was obvious that there was no quorum 
present; he therefore moved a call of the House. He wished 
to see what numberof the gentlemen, who voted that the 
House should meet at 11 o’clock, were now present. 

The cali having been ordered, it was proceeded in, and nine 
ty-three members answered to their names. The list of ab- 

sentees Was then called over, and one hundred and thirty an- 
swered to their names. . 

Mr. R. GARLAND said he would like to have the names of 
the absentees reac, that the House might be able to know what 
number of the gentemen who had voted that the Mouse should 
meet at 11 o'clock were now present, 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, all further proceedings in the 
call were dispensed with. 

The question recurring on the motion to suspend the rules, to 
admit the reso'ution of Mr. Davies, it was taken by yeas and 
nays, and res: ted—yeas 81, nays 60, 

So the rules were not suspended. 

The SPEAKER, by permission, laid before the House a 
communication from the President of the Unived Siates, com- 
munvicaling a report from the Secretary of State, in pursuance 
of the resoluuion of the House of Representatives of the 23d 
of Marcel last, calling for the corresponcence between the De- 
partment of State and the diplomatic functionaries of the United 
Siates in France, Sweden, Denmark, and Prussia, and with 
those Governments, or either of them, relating to the surrender 
‘o the Governmentof the United States of persons charged with 


piracy and murder on board of the United States schooner 
Platisbure.in the year 1817; also, the correspondence relating 
to thed nil by the Coarge d’Affatres of Great Britain for the 
surrencer ofa mutinger in the British armed ship Lee, in 1819. 


Mr. ADAMS moved that it lie on the table and be printed; 
which motion was agreed to. 

Mr. A. said it was a very important document, involv- 
ing questions of great moment. It was a collection of docu- 
menis relating to the demand on this Government; and by this 
(iovernment on other nations. It also contained the corre- 
spondence which had taken place ia relation to the subject here- 
tofore; also, a letter from the Attorney General on the subject, 
which was of importance to the Btates. Mr. A. had received a 
communication from the Governor of Virginia, requesting par- 
ticularly a copy of 1 when published, as it involved considera- 
tions of a nature extending throughout the Union. He hoped 
the House would consent to printan extra number. He there- 
fore moved that 5000 copies extra be printed. 

The CHAIR said, by the rules of the House, the motion to 
print an extra number of copies would lie over one day; but 
if there was no objection, the question could be taken now. 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky objected. 

Mr. ADAMS moved to suspend the rules to enable him to 
make the motion; and the House having been divided on that 
en there were—yeas 83, noes 38. No quorum having 
vored, 

Mr. CUSHING demanded the yeas and nays on that motion; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 87, nays67. So the rules 
were Not suspended, 

On motien of Mr. CUSHING, the vote by which the’com- 
munication was laid on the table, was reconsidered. 

Mr. ADAMS then moved that the communication be referred 
ta the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. PROMGOOLE moved that it be referfed to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

The question having been taken on the first motion for refe- 
rence, it was decided in the negative. 

Tue question having recurred on the motion to refer it to the 
Commitee on Forcign Affairs, it was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr, CUSHING, the decuments which had been 
heretofore transmitted to the House, relating to the Amistad 
vessel, which was laid on the table, was taken therefrom and re- 
ferred (o the sane committee. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a communication 
from the War Department in relation to the Georgia claims for 
military services; which, on motion of Mr. DAWSON, was re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

Also jail before tve Tfouse a communication from the War 
Deparment in relation to the charges against Lieut. Dancey; 
which, on motionof Mr. DOWNING, was ordered to lie on the 
table and be printed. 

Also laid before the House a communication from the Navy 
Department in relation toa dry dock at Pensacola; which was, 
on motion of Mr. DOWNING, referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. JENIFER, the motion made by him on 
yesterday, to print 5,000 copies extra of the memorial and pro- 
— of the Convention on Tobacco, was taken up, and 
acreed to. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina asked leave to report 
from the Committee of Elections a resoluuon empowering that 
committee to have such portions of the testimony in relation to 
the contested elections referred to the committee printed, as 
they deemed proper. Mr. ©. said there was a great mass of 
testimony before that committee, and the printing of it, under 
the discretion of the committee, was absolutely necessary to 
facili‘ate the action of the committee upen it, and the acuon of 
the House when a report shall have been made by the com- 
mittee, 

Mr. STANLY objected to the reception of the resolution. 

Mr. FILLMORE said it was a matter ef economy thatthe re- 
solution should be adopted; and absolutely necessary to facili- 
tate action on the question before the committee, and equally 
necessary for the information of the House, when it shall be 
called to act upon the question. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina moved to suspend the 
rules, 

M + ae demanded the yeas and nays; which were 

vedeved. 

The ,deemion was then taken, and the rules were sus- 
; enaet 

Mr. R. GARLAND objected to eonteens the power on the 
commitiee to decide what should be printed. They ought not 
to be the judges, but the House. He hoped all the testimony 
would be printed, if any of it was to be, 


Mr. CAMPBELL said all the testimony which 
deemed necessary by any member of the Commies Se w 
OMe R GARLAND ed ik th P 
eR; moved to strike out the wi 
— — — " all oe evidence.” Orde such ey, 
r. A oped the amendment would prevail, 
no objection to print all the testimony; but . = nei ha 
pared to give to the Committee of Elections the power Ofecier 
tion. Asa Representative frem the State of Pennsylvania 
State which had a — interest in one of these Cases—| “ 
wished the cases to be fully considered, and all the testimony ; 
be made known. And he wished the House to make its own «. 
lection and decision. ” 

Mr. FILLMORE said a mass of tastimony had been reterre! 
to that committee; much of it might be irrelevant and incom 
a and it would be incurring an expense to no pur 
nave that mass printed. He had no objection, if the 
thought proper, to have the whole of it printed; but it 
incur an enormous expense. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina accepted the ameny. 
ment. 

The CHAIR stated that it would then leave it discretio, 
with the commi tee. a 

Mr. R. GARLAND wished it so amended as to lave the 
whole of the testimony printed, leaving no discretion tg the 
committee. 

Mr. RAMSEY was in favor of giving the commits the 
power asked, and if the House should, thereafter, deem jt yg. 
cessary, and wish to have the whole printed, it could do so 
He, therefore, to save the time of the House, moved the prey; 
me question; which was seconded, and the main question or. 
dered. 

Mr. TOLAND demanded the yom and nays on the amend. 
’ 


House 
would 


ment; which having been ordere 

Mr. GARLAND said, inasinuch as of one member of the 
committee could call for and have such portions of the testi. 
mony printed, as might by him be thought proper, he with. 
drew hisamendment. 

Mr. ANDREWS then called for the yeas and nays on the 
adoption of the resolution; which were not ordered. 


The question was then taken, and the resolution was agreed 
to. 


Mr. PETRIKIN asked leave to present a resolution in sub- 
stance, that the House would, at halt past two, adjourn, for the 
purpose of accompanying the select committee on Raub’: 
steam safety vaive, down the river, to witness the practical ope: 
ration of the said preventive against explosions. 

The CHAIR said the resolution could not be received ex- 
cept hy the general consentof the House; and 

Objections having been made, the resolution was no 


passed. 

The CHAIR said that the first business before the House was 
the special order on the subjectof the public printing. 

Mr. ADAMS moved that the House first take up and dispose 
of the bill to insure the more faithful execution of the laws re 
lating to the collection of duties on imports. 

Mr. BLACK said he had no objection to the immediate dispo. 
sal of that bill; but he wished to state to the House that he was 
ready at all Limes to take up the question on printing, and dis 

se Oj It. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS moved that the further considera. 
tion of the report be postponed until to-morrow. . 

After some conversation, further action on the said repor: 
was suspended until the bill above alluded toshould have been 
disposed of. 

COLLECTION OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 

The House took up the bill, reported yesterday with sundry 
amendments from the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, entitled “A bill to ensure the more faithful execution 
of the laws relating to the collection of dutses onimports;” the 
question being on concurring with the Committee of the Whole 
in their various amendments. 

Mr. EVANS asked that, by general consent, he might offer 
an amendment which he had been instructed by the Committee 
of Ways and Means to move, and which was as follows: 

“And be it further enacted, That, in all appraieements and 
invoices, the mark-banco of Hamburg shall be estimated and 
taken to be the value of thirty-five and one-half cents.” 

Mr. ANDREWS inquired if the bill was now up before the 
House? 

The SPEAKER said it was. : : 

Mr. ANDREWS moved the previous question, but withdrew 
the motion 

Mr. A. objected to the introduction of the amendment, be- 
cause it was a totally different subject from that of the bill, and 
ought to be brought up in a proper form. He felt all — 
to accommodate the Secretary of the Treasury, and the Commi: 
tee of Ways and Means, but he must object to the introduction 
of the amendment as a tack to this bill. 

The SPEAKER said that the amendment, not having een 
effered in Committee of the Whole, could only be offered now 
by general consent. 


Mr. EVANS was understood to say that he had felt a desire 
to say a few words on the amendment, but that he would not 
now press it. 

And thereupon all thejamendments made in Committee of the 
Whole were read; and the question being on concurring in 
them seriatim— ; 

Mr. ADAMS suggested that, by general consent, the question 
should be taken on all the amendments together, unless any one 
of them should be objected to, in which case it should be reserved 
for special action. 

And the House having agreed to adopt this course, the ques- 
tion was taken, and all the amendments were concurred in 
save the one hereinafter mentioned, viz : 

On motion of Mr. ANDREWS the ninth section of the bill, 
which had been amended to read as follows, was excepted : 


“Sec. 9. And beit further enacted, That whenever a sult 
against any collector ur other officer of the ae es for the 
seizure of goods, wares, or merchandise, unlawfull imported 
into the United States, or forfeited for the unlawful entry of the 
rame, shall be tried in any court of the United States, in 
which suit is involved any question of duties on importations 
of goods, wares, or merchandise, no person having the same 


interest with that of the party to the suit, in the question a 
isene, shall bs cocpetan aot it witness on such trial, unless 
called to testify by the adverse party.” 
Ae oe question being on concurring with the Committee of 
t ole— 
Some conversation followed on a question of order, involt: 
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ies as to the last process by which this amendment 
ing inquiif™ ally roxched, and in which Mr. SPEAKER and 
Sesre, ANDREWS, FILLMORE, RHETT, PETRIKIN, 
ADAMS, EVERETT, and CRAIG, participated. — 

Afier which (a demand made by Mr. PETRIKIN for the pre- 
yious question having been rejected) the question was taken, 
and the amendment to the secuion was concurred in. ‘ 

‘And the question then recurring on agreeing to the section 


as amende . 

Mc. FILLMORE moved to strike out the same. 

Mr. BROWN of ‘Tensessee called for the reading of the sec- 
tion; which having been read— 

Mr. ADAMS had a single word to say. The gentleman from 
south Carolina, (Mr. Ruzrr,] in opposing this section, had ar- 
gued as if the word “similar,’’ instead of ‘same’? (interest) had 
been inthoduced into the bill; and much of his argument had 
been based on tne suostitutfon of the ormer word or the fat 
ter; and even the Reporters for the National Inielligencer, who 
were generally Very correct in their reports, had, m the paper 
raved this morning, taken up the expression us.d by the gen- 

teman from South Carolina, as ‘hough it were the expression 
contained in the bill. The words of the section were, that “no 
persen having the same interest with that of the party to the 
suit,’ should be competent as a witness, etc. Every member 
would see the difference between same and similar. A similar 
interest was one thing—the same interest was another. s 

Mr. A. was understood to add that this was the very point 
which he had met in Committee of the Whole. He wished to 
have the section perfectly understood by the Huuse and the 
country. The bill did not propose to disqualify a person hav- 
ing asimilar interest. The words were, having “the same in. 
terest.’ And he wished the Reporters of the Intelligencer par- 
ticularly to take notice of this, and that the Editors of that paper 
should correct the statement in their publication of this day, by 
which the bill was represented as excluding persons having a 
similar, and not the same interest. 

Mr. HOLMES addressed the House at much length in oppo- 
sition tothe principles and general features of the bill. He de- 
nounced itas fraught with incalculable evils. In the course of 
his remarks, (which will appear hereafier,) he contended that 
it was one of the most extraordinary measures ever introduced 
into the House, and was calculated to benefit the manufacturing 
at the expense of the commercial interests of the country. Also, 
that the whole thing was based on a system of tariff, which 
would expire in two years. He went on to show the conse- 
quences which must result from the adoption of so harassing a 
system at our Northern custom-houses, and contended that it 
would have the effect of driving the business to Texas and other 
Southern ports, from whence foreign merchandise would be 
smuggled through the couutry, in spite of all the Government 
could do to prevent it. It was therefore, in his opinion, a sui- 
cidal measure to the North, whose cities must necessarily be- 
come deserted by the diversion of its commercial business to 
other points. He hoped gentlemen would pause before they 
adopted so dangerous a scheme. 

After which, Mr. PETRIKIN moved the previous question. 

And, after some conversation on a point of order, the ques- 
tion was taken, and there was a second. 

And the main question (being on the motion of Mr. Fitt- 
MORE to strike out the section) was ordered to be now taken. 

A motion to adjourn was made, and rejected. 

Mr. FILLMORE asked the yeas and nays on the main ques- 
tion, which were ordered; and, being taken, were—yeas 72, 
nays 85, as follows: 

yYEAS—Messrs. Andrews, Baker, Barnard, Biddle, Bond, A.V 
Brown, 8. H. Butler, Bynum, John Campbell, Clark, Colquitt, 
Conner, Crabb, Cranston, Curtis, Davies, Dawson, Dellet, 
Fillmore, Fine, Fornance, Galbraith, Rice Garland, Goggin, 
Goode, Green, Griffin, Grinnell, Hand, John Hill ef Virginia, 
John Hill of North Carolina, Hoffman, Holmes, Hunt, Charles 
Johaston, Leadbetter, Leet, Lincoln; Lowell, Lucas, Marchand, 
Monroe, Morgan, Palen, Peck, Pope, Proffit, Randall, Randolph, 
Reed, Rhett, Ridgway, Edward Rogers, Saltonstall], Sergeant, 
Shepard, Albert Smith, Truman &mith, Thomas Smith, Stanly, 
Storrs, Stuart, Sweney, Taliaferro, W. Thompson, Tillinghast, 
Toland, Underwood, Peter J. Wagner, Warren, John White, 
and Wise—72. 

NAYS—Meesrs. Adams, Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, 
Atherton, Beatty, Briggs, Albert G. Brown, Burke, Calhoun, 
Carr, Carter, Casey, Chapman, Coles, James Cooper, Wm. R. 
Cooper,Cushing,Dana, John Davis, Dennis. Doan, Duncan, Earl], 
Fastman, Edwards, Ely, Evans, Fioyd, Gates, Gentry, Gerry, 
Graves, Hammond, John Hastings, Hawes, Hawkins, Hook, 
Hubbard, James, William Cost Johnson, Cave Johnson, Na- 
thaniel Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Leonard, McCarty, McCiel- 
lan, McCulloh, McKay, Mallory, Medill, Mitchell, Montgomery, 
Naylor, Newhard, Ogle, Parrish, Parmenter, Partis, Petrikin, 
Prentiss, Ramsey, Rariden, Robinson, Shaw, Simonton, Slade, 
Steenrod, Swearingen, Tripl«tt, Trumbull, Turney, Vander- 

l, David D. Wagener, Watterson, Weller, Edward D. 

White, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Thomas W. Williams, 
Henry Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, and 
Worthington—85. 

So the motion to strike out the section was rejected. 

The question tien recurred on ordering the bill to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

Mr. MONROE asked leave at this time to make a brief per- 
sonal explanation. 

And no objection having made— 

Mr. M, said that he had received a letter this morning from 
the collector of the port of New York, in which that oflicer 
stated that he had been misrepresented by him, (Mr.M.) He 
simply wished to read to the House the contradiction which 
seemed to have occurred, that he might put himself and the 
— right before the country. Ja the first place the letter 
said: 

“I notice a letter uoder date of 8th instant, from Washington, 
published in the Journal of Commerce of this morning, in which 
there is the following paragraph’ ‘But it was siated to-day by 
Mr. Adams that neither he nor his ¢ommittee, nor the manufac- 
turers, had any thing to do with it. The bill was drawn up by 
Mr. Builer, the district attorney of New York, and Mr. Hoyt, the 
collector, and came to the Commitiee on Manufactures through 
the Secretary of the Treasury.’ ” 

a came the part that more immediately affected him. 

“There is also in the same paper a letter from the same 
place, under date of the 9h instant, in which there is a para. 
graph in these words, said to have been uttered by you: ‘The 
collector had shown him the bill, but he told him that he did 
not approve of it, and that he did not consider it a Republican 
measure.’ ” 
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‘The brief explanation ofthis matter (said Mr. M.) is, that the 
collector is here made to say to me that which in fact 1 said to 
the collector. 

And the question again recurring on ordering the bill to be 
agrees for a third reading— 

r. UNDERWOOD moved an adjournment, but the 
yeas and nays being demanded and ordereJ, he withdrew the 
motion. 

The question was then put ov ordering the bill to be read a 
third time, and decided by yeas and nays, as foliows—yeas 122, 
nays 32. 

YEAS--Messrs. Adams, Judson Allen, H. J. Anderson, An- 
drews, Atherton, Baker, Beatty, Beirne, Biddle, Blackwell, 
Briggs, A. V. Brown, Burke, Bynum, Calhoun, Carr, Casey, 
Clark, Coles, Connor, James Cooper, W. R. Cooper, Corwin, 
Cranston, Cashing, Dana, Davee, Davies, John Davis, Deberry, 
Dennis, Dellet, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Edwards, Ely, Evans, 
Fine, Fioyd,Galbraith, Gates, Goode,Graham, Green, J. Hastings, 
Hawes, Hawkins, Hill of Virginia, Hill of North Carolina, 
Hook, Howard, James, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, 
Kemble, Kille, Leet, Leonard, Lincoln, Lowell, Lucas, McCk: l- 
lan, McKay, Mallory, Marchand Medil!, Miller, Mitche!l, Mon- 
tanya, Montgomery, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Newhard, Ogle, 
Parmenter, Petrikin, Pope, Prentiss, Ramsey, Randall, Ran, 
dolph, Rariden, Reed, Reynolds, Ridgway, Robinson, jr. Ryall, 
Saltonstall, Sergeant, Shaw, Simouton, Slade, Albert Smith, 
Truman Smith, Thomas Sith, Steenrod, Storrs, Song, Stuart, 
Swearingen Swe ney, Tillinghast, Tolaid, Tripleu, Trumbull, 
Turney, Underweot, David D. Wagener, Watterson, Weller, 
Edward D. White, John White, Wick, Jared W. Williams, 
Thomas W., Williams, Henry Williams, Lewis Williams, Jo- 
seph L. Williams, and Worthing on--122. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barnard, Bovd, Chapman, Chittenden, Coal- 
quitt, Crabb, Curtis, Dawson, Fillmore, Rice Garland, Goggin, 
Graves, Griffin, Grinnel!, Habersham, Hotfman, Holmes, Hub- 
bard, Hunt, Lewis, Monroe, Morgan, Parrish, Proffit, Edward 
Rogers, Shepard, Stanly, Sumter, Taliaferro, Waddy Thomp- 
son, Warren, and Wise—32. 

So the bill was ordered to a third reading. 

It was then read a third time, passep, and sent to the Senate 
for concurrence. 

The House then adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Wepnespay. May 13, 1540. 

A message was received. from the President of the United 
States, in reply to a res lution of the Senate of the 29h De- 
cember, in relation to bonds iseued by the Territory of Florida; 
which was laid on thetable, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SEVIER presented the petition Alexander Coleman, pray- 
ing to be allowed to locate asection of land; which was referred 
to the Committee on Private Laad Claims. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the memora! of a number of citizens 
of the State of Illinois, praying an appropriation for public 
land, to be applied to the construction of a railroad from the 
Atlantic io the Mississippi river, by the way of Boston and Buf- 
falo, New York; which was ordered to lay on the table and be 
printed. 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on the Public Lands, 
to which was referred the bill to cece the public lands to the 
States in which they lie, upon certain conditions, made a re 
port thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 

On motion 20,000, extra copies of the report were ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Commiitee on Claims, to which 
was referred the memorial of Thomas Watkins, asked to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration thereot, which was 


agreed to. 
HOUR OF MEETING. 

Mr. LUMPKIN said his object in rising was to ask the con- 
sideration, at this time, of a resolution which he hadthe honor 
to introduce to the consideration of the Senate several werks 
ago, proposing to change che hour of the meeting of the Senate 
from 1210 11 o’clock, for the remainder of the present session of 
Congress, At that time the Senate declined acting upon the 
resoiution, and ordered it to be laid upon the table. The days 
have since continued to increase in length; and the most im- 
portant business at that time, under the investigation of the se. 
veral committees of the Senate, is now before the Senate in the 
form of reports. Therefore we have no legislative duties which 
can now employ the entire forenoon of these long days. This 
morning, sir, (said Mr. L.) I was up, aud beheld with admira- 
tion and delight, the glories of this lovely bright day spreading 
the rays of light over the beauties of nature, by which we are 
surrounded. I then paid the necessary attention to my per 
sonal comfort, enjoyed my morniig repast at breakiast; 
and then sallied forth ina walk over a considerable portion of 


this extended city, enjoying my own reflection, and atiending, 
tosome matters of business, at various points, in the line of 


my walk. Then, sir, lcame to this ball, at the hour of nine 
o’clock; since which time Lhave written some half dezen let- 
ters, and directed and franked to my consti(uents several hun- 
dred communications, printed by order of the Senate for the in- 
formation of the people. 

Sir, lam a member of four important standing committees 
of this Senate: I endeavor to discharge my full share of duty 
on these several committees; I have on my hands a very eaten 
sive and heavy correspondence, none of which is neglected; 
during the sessions of the Senate I am always at my 
post; and yet, sir, 1 find it difficult for me to find use. 
ful employment, out of this chamber, through these long 
forenoons. Sir, 1 have never been in the habit of post- 
poning the commencement of my day’s work ull noon 

0, sir: if the forenoon of all our days had been spent in idle- 
ness, but very few of us would now have the honor of a seat in 
this honorab'e body. 

For myself, sir, Tam very sure that I should never have 
had the honor of a seat in this hall, if the mornings of my life 
had been spent in idleness and sloth. We may, sir, make plau- 
sible excuses for our waste of public time here, apologies which 
may satisfy ourselvesand eachother. But, sir, our beholders, 
the unofficial people, cannot respect or credit our excuses. The 
people ali know that noon is rather la/e to commence the task 
ofa full day’s work. A day’s wages demands a day’s work; 
and it requires no argument tosustain a proposition so simple 
and so plain. : 

I may be met by the old argument, that the business of the 
Senate is greatiy in advance of the House—that we have al- 
ready — of the greater portion of our business—that it 
will require weeks for the House to pass upon the businces 
already sent to that body by the Scnate. All this is true; yet 


will notour example have iis salutary effect? Let us do all that 
duty requires at our hands—leave nothing undone, which ought 
to be done. 
Moreover, sit, the Senate hag still before it severai very im- 
voltant and deeply interesting subjects to the whole country. 
Pherefore, by meeting a1 an earlier hour of the day, we shall 
afford more Gime for gentlemen fully to discuss these important 
subjects. Weare a talking people, sir—a talking Government. 
Let usafford ample time for every honorable Senator to deliver 
himeelf fully and freely from all the burdens of the spirit of 
speech-making. I hope, sir, the resolution will be agreed to, 
and that we shall have an opportunity of witnessing the salu- 
tary effects of the proposed change. 


Mr. DIXON said he had been a member of the Senate too 
short a period to be able to correctly judge of the proper duties 
or hours of meeting for the body. But he had noviced that when 
rules were once established for the transaction of business in a 
deliberative body, it was best to adhere to them, unless there was 
good reason for their alteration. He had listene! attentively to 
the remarks of the honorable Senator fiom Georgia (Mr. Lump- 
KIN] who had offered this resolution, and he was convinced, from 
those remarks, that it would not be good policy to change our 
present hour of meeting. It was known to every Senator that 
the business of inis body was greauly in advance of that of the 
House, and therefore there was no flea of a pressure of busi- 
nese to meet at an earher hour. The honorable Senator says 
that by the present arrangement he has a good deal of leisure; 
but if the hour was changed, it would make but lite change in 
this respect, as we Would probably adjourn earlier in the after- 
noon. By the Senator's accouut, his hours are devoted to useful 
labor, and the proposed change would only abridge those useful 
hours. Besi:'es,sir, he informed us that he has had time te take an 
excursion this delightful summer morning and to enjoy the 
scenery of this beautiful city and itsenvirons. Of all thie en- 
joyment he would have been deprived, had the hour of meeting 
been earlier. He has also mentioned that he has sent off two hun- 
died communications to his constituents. Now, gir, would it 
not be wrong, by changing the hour of meeting, to deprive theese 
constituents of the satistaction which they undoubtedly derive 
from these communications of their honorable representative on 
this floor? For the business of the committee room, for atten- 
tion to the bueiness of our constituents at the Departments, for 
answering the communications of our constituents, ke consider- 
ed the leisure hours of the morning asthe most appropriate and 
convenient, and on thisaccount he was opposed to any change 
in the hour of meeting. 

Mr. SEVIER was much astonished atthe objections ofthe 
Senator from Rhode Island. He had expected that the gentle- 
man, as one of the oldest members of the body, would set them 
an example of industry and good habits. Like his friend from 
Georgia, (Mr. Lumpkiy,] he was on two committees, and hard 
working committees they were, too, and he had not had, fora 
month, business enoughto amuse him. After breakfast he 
could gethis horse and ride afew miles, and then be here 
some timein perfect idleness, before the business of the day 
commenced. He was glad that his friend from Georgia hat 
movedin this matter, and he hoped that he would persist in 1. 
Atall events, said Mr 38.if we continue to meet hereat 12 
o’clock, and sit here doing nothing, let those, whose fault it ja, 
take the responsibility. He wanted to go home, and in order to 
do so, they must despatch promptly the public business. He 
hoped that his friend from Rhode Island, who came from a hard 
working county, would join him in voting for this resolution. 
Let us, said he, meet early, andsit late, and discharge the busi 
ness confided to us. We shall then be able to go home witha 
good conscience. Mt. 8. called for the yeas aud nays on the 
question, which were ordered accordingly. 

Mr. NORVELL said if he believed that the change in the 
hour of meeting would accelerate the progress of the public 
business, he would most cheerfully vote in favor ot the mo- 
tion. But we were already, as was well known, far ahead of 
the other branch of Congrese in our business, and he could see 
no good to be attained by meeting at an earlier hour, under 
present circumstances, 

Mr. DIXON said he could not submit, for a moment, to the 
imputation that his opposition to the motion was occasioned by 
disinclination to labor, or to further the business of the session. 
Such a motive would comport illy with the habits and disposi- 
tion of the people which he had the honor tn part to represent 
on this floor, But the Senator from Arkansas was awere that 
our progress in business was dependent on the action of the 
House, and it was well known thatthe business of that body 
was greatly behind ourown. And are we to come here at eun- 
tise, when we have io business before us to attend to? He was 
aware of the proverbial industry of the honorable Senator from 
Arkansas, and he was surprised at hie complaint that his leieure 
time hung heavy on his hands, forit isnot generally the indus- 
trious who make such complaints. Those disposed to be idie, 
are those whose time generally hange heaviest. The induetri- 
ous man alwaye finds something to do. He thought the present 
arrangement was the best calculated to promote the conve- 
nience of members who had out-door business to attend to, and 
had heard nothing in the observations of gentlemen to change 
his opinion. 

Mr. KING thought that his friend from Rhode Isiand was 
mistaken with regard to the propriety of changing the time 
of meeting. He did not recoHect, in the course of a very long 
service here, that the Congrees of the United States ever 
sat more than five months without changing the hour of meet- 
ing toll o’clock. The business of the country would be much 
better transacted if they took time to discuss each subject 
calmly and deliberately without being hurried off to get their 
dinners; and this could be done meeting One hour 
earlier in the morning. At the commencement of the 
session it was neccssary to allow the ecveral sanding 
committees leisure enough in the mornings to mature 
the business for the action of the Senate; but afier the 
committees had fade their reports and the business 
Was on (' cir tables, there was no longer any reason forso late 
an hour of meeting as 12 o’cleck. For himself, he found that, 
with not a great degree of industry, the mornings were long 
enough for al! his ordinary busineee, not connected with his 
legislative duties, and in that time he had leisure enough to 
look over a great many re connected with legislation. He 
thought there had been a ition to protract this session to 
an unreasonable extent. He knew not why it was that they 
should not follow the example set them by the House of Re- 
presentatives, which now met ateleven. Circumstances which 
every gentleman understood, had prevented that body from 
doing mach business hitherto, but he now understood there 
was a disposition manifested among its members \© evi eas- 
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nestly to work, and proceed with the business entrusted to them. 
His impression was, that ifgentiemen would be disposed to look 
more at the business of the coun ry, and less to matters beyond 
these walla, they would get aleng better with their legislative du- 
ties, and be able to bring the session to a close much sooner. He 
had no disposition to prevent discussions here He liked to 
hear them, and wished the people to have light on all the im- 
portant questions brought up before Congress, of which there 
were several. There was the bankrupt question, which he 
had no hesitation in saying wonld require a considerable dis 
cussion. The people wished information on this subject, and 
he himee!lf had some doubw with regard to it, and therefore 
wished to hear it fully discuesed. He hoped the resolution 
would be adopted, and shat the business of the Benate micht be 
commenced at an carter hour ofthe day. 

The question was thes taken on the adoptior 
KIN'S motion, and jt was carried—ayes 22, noes 17, as foliowe 

YEAS—Mesers. Allen, Anderson, Calhoun, Clay of Alabaina, 
Cuthbert, Davis, Fulton, Grun ty, Hen erson, Hubbard, King, 
Knight, Lumpkin, Mouton, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, 
Tayyran, Walker, Wall, Williams, and Wright—22 

NAYVS—Meears. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, 
Dixon, Merrick, Nicholas, Norvell, Porter, Prenties, Roane, Ro- 
bison, Rugglea, Southard, Strange, Talimadge, Webster, 


of Mr. Lump- 


and 
Young—17. 
BILLS PASSED. 
The bili authorizing the granting of letiers testamentary 
and of administration to aliens in the Distuct of Columbia; 
an 


The bill for the rehef of ceriain companies of Michigan 
rosiitha; 
were severally read a third time, and paseed 

GENERAL BANKRUPT LAW. 

The bill to establish a uniform system of bankruptcy through- 
out the United States being taken up, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN apoke at length in opposition to the 
substitute proposed by the minority of the Committee on the 
Judiciary 

Mr. WALL replied tothe remarks of Mr. C.; and after some 
further remarks by Messrs. WEBSTER and WALL, 

The Senaie went into Executive session, 

And then adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Weopnespay, May 13, 1840. 

Mr. HENRY of Pennsylvania, by general con- 
sent, presen'e! a memo ial from a large number on 
the cit zeos of Beaver county, Peunsylyvauia, pray- 
ing for an inciease of the tariff so as te give «f 
ample protection to all kinds cf goods manufac- 
tured in the United States; which was accompanied 
with the proceedings of a public meeting on that 
subject held in said county. All of which, on mo- 
tion, were referred to the Committee on Manufac- 
tures. 

Mr. BE!RNE presented petitions in re'ation to 
Peggy Duncan; which were referred to the Con- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

Mr. GRAHAM of North Carolina presented a 
memorial of the menabers of the bar of the courts 
of the District of Columbia, and of other citizens 
of said Distric!, praying that an innocent defen- 
dant, who has been acquitted of a criminal charge, 
may be reimbursed his taxed costs: referred to the 
Commit ee for the District of Co!umbia. 

Mr. FLETCHER presented the petition of Harry 
Richardson, of the S:ate of Vermont: referred to 
the Committee of Claims. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter 
from the Postmaster General, commnaicating the 
information calied for by the House on the Gin of 
April, ia relation to the delay and irregulanty of 
the mails between the cities of New York and Eos- 
ton; which was laid on the table. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
letter from the Secretary of the Navy, transmitiing 
ihe information called tor by the House on the 6th 
of April, in relation to the establishment of a naval 
station south of the Chesapeake Bay; which was, 
on motion of Mr. BANKS, ordered to Jie on the 
table, aud be printed. 

A number of Senate bills on the Speaker's 
table were read twice, and appropriately re- 
ferred. 

THE PUBLIC PRINTING. 

The fir-t subject in order was the report of the 
Select Committee on Public Printing; the resolu- 
tions in the report were read. 

Mr. EVANS moved to amend by striking out all 
the resolutions, and inserting another set of resolu- 
ti ns reperted by the minority of the commitee. 

‘These, also, were read. 

Mr. E. iv quired whether the chairman of the 
committee had any exposition to prescnt of the 
grovads of the report. 

Mr. BLACK said it had been his intention to 
say nothing on the repert; the report itself con- 
tained the measures proposed by the committee, 
and the reasons on which they founded them. If 
the minority of the commitiee had any thing to 








submit in opposition, or in preference of any otver 
plan, he was ready to hear, and would then seply. 
The report of the minority referred to the present 
Congress only; that of the majority contained no 
such restriction, 

Mr. EVANS addressed the House in explana- 
tion of the report of the minority of the committee. 
The minority did report a plan for the present 
Congress only, because the directions of the House 
to the committee (which had been drawn up by 
Mr. Back bimsel!) went no further, and because 
this Hlouse had no authority to prescribe tor future 
Congresses. ‘That must be done by law, and not 
by a simple resolution of one of the Houses. 


Mr. E_ then went in'o an exposition of the 
report. The majority had been in favor of a ge- 


neral reduction of 15 per cent. from the standard 
fixedin 1819; the minority, of an average reduction 
of 25 per cent. He compared the prices of mate- 
rials and of labor in 1819 and at the present time; 
and also the ¢great difference in the amvunt of 
work crdered; and Wentinto a series of calcula- 
lions to show the profit accruing under the preseut 
rates of printing, and inferred the propriety of a 
larger reduction than that reporicd by the majority 
of the commitiee. He stated that the chief expen- 
diture in printing was occas‘oned by printing ex'ra 
numbers of documents proceeding from the Depart- 
ments, especially tho:e containing a great deal of 
figure work; andon these decuments the profits 
ot the printer were the largest; the chief profit 
being On paper and press-work, in both of which 
great reductions had taken place. 

He went into the deductions ‘o be made for ex- 
tra labor at night and on Sundays, and for the in- 
equality of the pressure on the office, but thought 
these were greatly overrated; the in'roduction of 
power presses having obviated the necessity of 
keeping so many hands under wages while withon' 
steady employment. He dwelt on the peculiar ad- 
vantages enjoyed by the Congressional printers in 
the prompiiiude and ceriainty of payment; the 
absence of dead stock on their hands. Mr. E. 
then went into the mystery of printer’s “fat,” 
which he exp!a‘ned and endeavord to make com- 
prehensible to the House, and insisted that this 
‘fav’? more than made up for all disadvantage 
trom illegible copy, night work, &c. 

Mr. E. next referred to the opinions of witnesses 
as to the proper rave of deduction to b» made from 
the prices paid to the Prin'er of Congres~, quoting 
from the printed testimony submitted wiih the re- 
port, and arguing to show that an average of 
twenty-five percent might be deducied, and yet 
leave a !arge profit to the printers; but he proposed 
io distribute the deduction in differeat proprortions 
on different classes of the work done; the reasons 
for which he explained at great leng:h. 

He stated the offer of Messrs. Gideon, Stam- 
baugh, and others, to execute the wo:k at this ge- 
neral rate of deduciion, and went into extensive 
calculations to show tre existing profis of Bair 
and Rives, in confirmation of the general views he 
had submitted, exclusize of the printing for the Se- 
nate and the binding of documen's, &ce. 

He conclucei by insisting that by the establish- 
ment of a Government printing-cflice the work 
might be better done, and for half the money new 

aid, 

Mr. BLACK adverted to the incapac'ty of men 
not professionally acquainted with printing to form 
a correct judgment of the details of the present 
subject. He referred to portions of the testimony 
taken before the committee, given by parties who 
had heretofore executed the Congressional print- 
ing, and on whose testimony the majority of the 
committee mainly relied; and argued to Show that, 
taking this testimony as true, it would be unrea- 
sonable and injarious to reduce the present prices 
more than fifteen per cent. He dwelt apon the 
great and peculiar hazards attending the inve: tment 
of large capial; on the chance of executing, for 
any period of time, the public printing of Congress; 
the immense loss from dead capital lying absolute- 
ly useless on the hands of the proprietors, some- 
times for years together; the irregularity of the 
employment; on the necessity which compelled the 
Printer to keep a large and extra number of work- 
men, who were employed also in extra hours, and 
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of course at ex'ra compensation, which went great) 
to add to the expenses incurred. J 

Mr. B. admitted the reduction in the Price of Pa- 
per, but doubted whether there was any streng'h i 
the argument which had been urged, that addiiiong| 
cheapness was attained by the use of ihe newly jn. 
vented steam cy'inder press. There was, indeed 
addiional faciiity in printing; bnt he consideros 
that, if not more than countervelanced, it was a 
least dearly paid for, by the criginal cost of jh 
press—which was about $3,000—the wages of ih. 
engineer, the outlay for ol, fuel, and wailer, the 
wear and tear of the type, the destruction of paper 
&c. If gentlemen would take -~all these mate. 
into considerat.on, he te'ieved it would be found 
when they run the para'lel between the expense of 
printing by the old hand press and that of the steam 


| press, that there was no ma eial difference, it any 


in favor of the latter. He blamed no man’s po. 
tions of economy; he only submitted his own, and 
he was willieg to submit them to his constiments. 
He believed, if the officers of the Government 
were better paid, there would be fever delinguen. 
cies and more efficient seivice. He would not 
stand by and see any man cheat the Government, 
but he and his constituents felt a deeper interest jn 
the eflicient discharge of the duties of the office, 
(whatever it might be,) than he did in regard 
the dollars and cents; aud he believed that, if more 
attention were paid to the former consideration, and 
less to the latter, it would be for the benefit of the 
country. 

Mr. B. replied to the argument that the public 
printing had increased greatly within a few years, 
He admitted the fact; but who was to blame? The 
printer or ex-prinier? Svrely not. This was an 
extravagance which was to be charged to the 
body itself; and could net be held as an argument 
why the printer should not be paid a proper 
amount for h's labor. Was the printer to be re- 
duced and cut down to a starving salary because 
the House itself chose to.expend more money 
than onght to be expended on public printing? 
Nothing could be more unreasonable—nothing 
more unjust Congress itself was answerable, 
Would they reform ut? Order no more documen's 
and frivolous reports, &¢. to be printed. The re- 
medy was to cease to make those wild, extravagant 
orders to print decamerts which we:e u ed only 
for wrapping paper. 

In conclusion, Mr. B. alluded to the report of 
the majority, which recoummended a deduction of 
fifteen per cent. He candidly confessed, however, 
that he did not think that that would leave 
the printer a fair and sufficient compensation, nor 
such as he ought to receive even in comparison 
with other avocations in life involving outlay of 
capital, and a hozard greater than that attending 
any other business in the country. He did not 
believe that the prioter could get along with that 
reduction; bat the House could decree it if they 
thought proper. Fer his own part, he should vole 
against the resolution. He thouzht that the very 
lowest redaction should he ten per cent. and even 
under that he thought the printer would make but 
poorly out. 

Mr. R. GARLAND wished, he said, to state 
some facts, but as there were only some thirty mem- 
bers present, he weuld move that ‘he House take a 
recess. [It was now aquarter past 3 o’clock ] 

Mr. R. GARLAND said, well, then, the House 
would net take a recess, he would move an ad- 
journment; on which motion the yeas and nays 
were ordered, and being taken, were—yeas 15, 
nays 52, 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. RAMSEY moved a cail of the House; 
which metion was rejected. 

Mr. ADAMS addressed a remark to the Cuair, 
which was understood to be that he was willing to 
stay here as long as eny one; but as the House 
could not do business without a quoram, and as 
they would not adjourn, he supposed they had no- 
thing to do but sit there and amuse themselves in 
the best way they could. 

Mr. CUSHING said that it was not just that the 
gentleman from Louisiana [Mr. Gartanp] should 
address seventy members on a business question, 
which required the presence and intelligence of 
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ail. He would therefore move that the House ad- 


are which motion the yeas and nays were asked 
and ordered; ant bemg taken, were—yeas 32, 
nays 63. : 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. R. GARLAND moved a call of the House; 
which was rejected. ; 

Mr. CURTIS moved that the House adjourn. 

Oa which motion the yeas and nays were asked 
and ordered. 

Mr. CURTIS thereupon withdrew the mo- 
Mir. ADAMS renewed it, remarking that the 
House might as well be lis'ening to the cali of the 
yeas and nays as doing nothing. 

And the yeas and nays were asked and or- 


red. 

Or RICE GARLAND desired to state that 
though he should be giad to state a few facts, and 
to say something in reply to arguments that had 
been urged on the other side, still he was willing 
that the question should be taken, if ihe House was 
so disposed. ; 

After a brief conversation, the question was 
taken, and the vite stood—yeas 37, nays 71. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. HENKY moved a catl of the House, and 
asked the yeas and nays, which were ordered; and 
being taken, were—yeas 70, nays 50. 

So the cali wa. ordered. 

The Clerk proceeded to call the roll, but had 
made only a jittle progress therein, when, on mo- 
tion of Mr. DAWSON, all further proceedings on 
the call were suspended. 

Mr. RICE GARLAND then offered to amend 
the amendment by a resolution setting forth that as 
itappeared that offers had been made to execute 
the public printing—one at 25 per cent. Jess than 
the prices fixed by the joint resolution of March 
3, 1819—and the other at 20 per cent. less than 
said prices—this House did not deem it expedient 
to pay the printer there of a higher compensation 
than that for which other persons who were com- 
petent to do the work were willing to perform it. 

Mr. EVANS accepted this resolution as a mo- 
dification, by way of preamble, to his amend- 
ment. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL asked if it was in order to 
assume facts by way of recital? 

Mr. RICE GARLAND said he was assuming 
no'‘hinzg. The testimony which had been taken 
before the committee would fully suvstantiate that 
such offers had been made. Mr. G. then referred 
lo tne evidence of particular individvals, and to 
their qualifications to testify; in doing which, he 
replied to numerous statements made by Mr. 
Brack in relation thereto, and contended that the 
whole report of the majority was based upon a sin- 
ge efroneous calculation, or statement, given ia 
testimony—uninientionally erroneous, no doubt, 
but stillerroneous. Mr. G. entered into a minute 
examiaation and comparison of prices, wi:ha view 
to show the accuracy of the conclusions in the re- 
port of the minority, and invited the gentleman 
from Georgia [Mr. Biack] to show that a sing'e 
error had occarred in the figures upon which that 
report was based. He dwelt on the amount of 
capital admitted to be invested—-on the expenses 
incurred of ali kinéds—on the nett profits admitied 
to be received—contending that, even after the re- 
duction proposed by the minority should have been 
made, a sufficient, an abundant remuneration 
would be left to the printer—a nett prcfit greater 
than that real zed on any other fair and honest in- 
vestment of capital; and this, too, after ali the risk 
and hazard to which allusion had been made had 
been taken into consideration, and which, he said, 
were scarcely heard of with reference to any other 
than Congressional printing. 

Mr. G. referred to the proceedings in the com- 
mitiee, (as they appeared on the journal which had 
been priuted, and which led to some explanations 
between Messrs. GARLAND, EVANS, and 
BLACK,) with a view to show that no origina! 
proposition or plan for the reduction of the prices 
of the public printing had been sudmitted by ihe 
chairman of the committee, [Mr. Btack,] in the 
first instance, but that he had been drawn into a 
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sanc'ion of the propos'tion for a reduction of fifteen 
per cent. as the lowest of the two propositions 


. made for that object, by the fact that members ot 


the committee on both sides were found to be in 
favor of reduction to a greater or less extent. 

He wou'd net follow the gentlenian from Geor- 
gia through the motives which he had imputed, 
rather indirectly to be sure, toa certain portion 
of the House in regard to the increase of public 
printirg. The ITouse might be responsible for the 
amount of printing which it thought proper to or- 
der; and he (Mr. G.) and thore who acted with 
him, did not say that the printer was to be made 
responsible, or to be cnt down to a siarving salary 
for that. Bat they did say that the printer would be 
wel! and liberally compensated by a much less 
amount of profit, The compensotion, after all the 
matters to which the gentieman from Georgia had 
referred, as adding to the expenses and risks of a 
printing establishment, including the high rates of 
insurance and every thing else, was mos! extia- 
vagant, and suchas ought no longer to be tule- 
rated. 

Mr. Gartanp having coneluded— 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to strike out all after 
the word “‘Reso!ved,” in the amendment to the ori- 
ginal resolution, and insert the fo'lowing: ‘That the 
printing for this House shall hereafter be paid for 
at a rate of ‘en per cent. less than the prices fixed 
by the joint resolution of March, 1819. 

“‘Resolyed, That the printing executed for this 
House since the election of printer, shall be paid 
for as heretofore provided for, and zgreeably to 
al! the reservations and provisions contained in the 
joint resolution of the 3d of March, 1819.” 

Mr. P. said he wouid make no remarks beyond 
this; that he thovcht the majority and the minority 
of the-commitiee were both wrong in their conclu- 
sions Uponacriical examination of the te ti- 
mony of Messrs. Gales and Seaton, and ethers, who 
have the best practical knowledge of the business, 
it would be found that the printers could not stand 
the reduction propose¥. Tle believed his proposi- 
tion was about a fair medium between the ex 
tremes, and the most just one; and he, therefore, 
moved the previous question. 

Mr. DAVIS of Penrsylvania moved a call of 
the Hous’; which was ordered—ayes 60, nays 56. 

Mr. UNDER WOOD said it was near 7 o'clock, 
ani if the call was procee’ed in they would be 
kept here a long time before itcould be completed, 
and he therefore moved an adjournment. 

Mr. ATHERTON demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordere!, an’ were—yeas 63, nays &3. 

S> the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. GALBRAITH said it wes now obvious that 
there was a quorum present, and he moved to dis- 
pense with all farther proceedings in the call. 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS demanded the yeas anc 
nays; and which having been crdered, 

Mr. GALBRAi TEL withdrew his motion. 

The call was then proceeded jn till 173 members 
answered to their names; when 

Mr. BANKS moved that all further proccedings 
in the call be dispensed with. 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana demanded the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina moved that 
the House adjourn, 

Mr. TURNEY demanded the yeas and nays 
which were-not ordered. 

Then, before completing the call, 

The House adjourned. 


ev) 


IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, May 14, 1840. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a remonstrance from 
merchants of the city of New York against the bill 
recently passed by the Hlouce of Representatives 
for the better enforcement of the revenue laws; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr, BUCHANAN presen‘e? a memorial of 
John M. Sarchett, of the city of Philatelphia, stat- 
ing that there were four conflicting decisions on the 
revenue law in reiation to imported iron, and 
asking legislative action in the premises; which 
was referred to the Commitice on Finance. 

Mr. DAVIS presented a memorial from citizens 
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of Boston, praying for the establishment of a fog 
be'l on a certain is!and in the harbor of Boston; 
wh.ch was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. , 

Mr. NOR VELL, from the Committee on Com- 
merece, reported a bill to extend the privilege of de- 
denture on the exporta‘ion cf foreiga merchandise 
in ceria n cays; which was read, and crdcred to a 

| second reading, 

| Mr. N. also, from the same committee, reported 

| a bill fixing the compensation of the collector of 

| the port of St. Lovis; which was reed, and ordered 
to a second reading, and the report ordered to be 
printe?. 

| Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee cn Commerce, 
reported a bill authorizing the harbors of Sippican 


|| and Mattapo sett, in the State of Massachusetts, to 


be known hereafter as por's under those names; 
which was read a first and second time, and or- 


| 
'| dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 


Mr. MOUTON, from the Commitee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill making appropriations for 
the continuance of operaticns for deepening the 
channel! atthe mouth of the Mississippi river; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred 

The petition of Taomas Amerman, and 

The petition of Samuel Cozad; 
made adverse reports thereon; which were ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. PRENTISS from the Commiitee on Pen- 
sions, to which was referred 

The petition of Richard Eliott; and 

The petition of Shearbora Deatborn; 
made adverse reporis thereon; which were ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred the petition of Benjamin 
Owens, made an adverse report thereon; which was 


| 
| 


The jvint resolution to’ appoint a joint commit- 
tee on the subject of the Documentary History of 
the United States, with a view to the discontinu- 

| ance thereof, was read a third time, and passed; and 

| Messts. HUBBARD, WEBSTER, and ALLEN, 

| appointed said committee on the part of the Se- 
nate. 


| 
it . 

| ordered to be printed. 
1} 

| 

} 
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GENERAL ORDERS. 
The bill to create an additional land office in the 


The bill for the relief of the legai representatives 
of David Stone; 
were severally considered as in committee of the 


|| State of Michigan, and for other purposes; end 
| 
} 
| 


'| whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 


reading. 

The bill for the relief of William Bennett was 
discussed as ia committee of the whole by Messrs. 
WILLIAMS, HUBBARD, YOUNG, LUMP- 
KIN, and WHITE, and indefinite'y postponed— 
ayes 20, noes 18. 

GENERAL BANKRUPT LAW. 

| The bill to establish a uniform system of bank- 
| ruptcy throughout the United States being taken 
| up, 

| Mr. HENDERSON spoke at length in opposi- 
| ticn to the substitute proposed by the minority of 
| the Committee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. WALL replied to the remarks of Mr. H.; 
and after some further remarks by Messrs. CRIT- 
| TENDEN, GRUNDY, WEBSTER, NORVELL, 
| and TAPPAN, 

| The Senate adjourned. 


} 
| 
| 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuorspay, May 14, 1840. 

When the House adjourned on yesterday, the 
subject before the House was the report of the 
Select Committee on Printing. The question 
pending, was the amendment of Mr. Perarxin to 
strike out all afer the word “Resolved” in the 
amendment offered by the minority of the com- 
,| mittee, and to insert the following: 

“That the printing for this House shall hereafter 
|| be paid for at a rate of ten per cent. less than 
| the prices fixed by the joint resolution of March, 
| 1819. 

“Resolved, That the printing executed for this 
|| House since the election of printer, shall be paid 
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for as heretofore provided tor, and agreeably to all 
the reservations and provisions contained in the 
joint resolution of the 3d of March, 1819.” 

The Hiouse havirg adjourned on yecterday in 
the midst of an unficished call, 

Mr. BRIGGS now moved that all further pro- 
ceedings on that cail be suspended, 

Mr. GRAVES hoped not. He desired to have 
a full Hlouse when the question was taken. 

The SPEAKER stated that, if the call was pro- 
ceedel in, it would extend only to 
bers who were absent at 
evening. 

On motion of Mr. GRAVES, all further pro- 
ceedings on that call were suspended; and Mr. 
MORGAN moved a (new) call of the House. 

Mr. GRAVES asked the yeas and nays, which 
were creered, 

The SPEAKER then s'ated that the first busi- 
ness teiore the House was the question of privi- 
lege, be ng the reportef ihe Select Committee raised 
to imvestgate the facts in the case of Messrs. R. 
GARLAND and Bynum. 


those mem- 
the call of the roll Jast 


So Mr. MORGAN snspended bis motion fora 
call of the House, and Mr. GRAVES wihdiew 


his motion for the yeas and nays. 

[un reply to an inguiry from Mr. BLACK, the 
SPEAKER s‘ated that the report of the Select 
Committee on Printing woud be the business rext 
in order, after the case of piivilege should have 
been di ed of 

BREACH OF PRIVILEGE 

before the Hovse being the 
the Select Commutee in- 
e the facts r-lative to the and per- 
vio'tnee which tock place in the House be- 
tweentwocrft its members, to wit, Rice Gsrianp 
and Jesse A. Bynim,”’ 

Mr UNDERWOOD h 
was taken up, tha’ either promyt acti 


iM 
‘ 


The business now 
ots oe rt of 
vesliva 


sona 


appointed to 
Ciscrder 


“1 3 “3 the renart 
ped, inca th report 


mn would be 


had thereon, or that the matte’ wou'd be indefi- 
ni‘ely postponed. Wuih that view, he would take 
the liberty of presenting some resoulions he had 


prepaied, for the purpose of sulmittiug a 
points for the eonside alion of the House. 

In making the motion for the appointment of a 
committee toinviesgate this matter, he had been 
carelul to ward it in such a way as not to require 
the committee to repert any propesition for the 
action of the House, Ile had good reasons for so 
doing, which would app ar in the sequel. What 
he now proposed came e.tirely from himself as 
an individual member of she House, without being 
sanc ioned by any member of the committee, in any 
way whetever. When oo the committee, he did 
not thiak he had, under the reso.u the House, 
any rght to recommend aby such proposition for 
their action, but had intended to offer the resolu- 
uuons he now presented, when the 
iaken up by the House. 

Atthe requestet Mr. CORWIN, Mr. U. here 
yielded the floor for a moment, 

Mr. CORWIN then said that, as he was com- 
pelled to leave the city on indispensable business, 
he would ask the House to grant him leave of ab- 
sence for three weeks from Saturday next. 

And the leave was granted. 

And, en his motion, Mr. Conwin was discharged 
from further service as chairman of the Cummitee 
en Public Lands, 

Mr. CRABB of Alabama asked to be excused 
from fu ther service on the Committee of Flections. 
He took this course from a sen<e of Cuty no less to 
himvelf than to the paries to the several! contes's 
pendiog before that committee, I 


few 


ouo 


matter shall be 


Such were the ce- 
neral state of his heaith and his imper.ovs duties 
to his immediate constituents, as io forbid his giv- 
ing tha! avicntion to the impertant questions before 
the committee, which he was in the habit of giving 
all matiers coming specially under h's considera 
tion, and he felt that, under the circumstances, to 
omit the request he had now preferred to the House, 
would b> palpable injustice to the partes concerned, 
to the House, and to himsel. He felt that he could 
not sustain himsell under the severe labor which 
must necessarily be incurred by every member of 
that committee who shall do his duty, and less than 
that he was unwilling to do in any capacity in 
which he may be called to aci. He assured the 
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House that, if it were prac'icable for him further 
to prosecule his datiss on said committee in a pro- 
per manner, he should be viry far from making 
this reque-t 

And Mr. C. was excused. 

Mr UNDERWOOD then resumed, and said he 
would make a few comments on the resolutions he 
intended to offer, but which he desired might be 
first read by the Crerx. The resolutions were 
then read, as fol'ow: 

Resolved, That experience has shown the neces- 
sity of defining with clearness what shall consti ute 
disorderly conduct, and a contempt of this House, 
ant of prescribing the punishment for the offence 
before thedeed is done. 

Resolved, That it is incompatible with the spirit 
ofthe Constitusion, if not in couflict with i's letter, 
tv punish a cilizen ora member of Congress for dis- 
(rie ly ecntuet, for a contempt, or a breach of pri- 
vilege, until the nature of the offence, the facts ne- 
cessary to constitute it, and the punishment to te 
inflicted, have been clearly defined and promalga- 
ic 


shall 


following 


Resolved, therefore, That the ig 


| henceforth constitute a part of the standing rules of 


this House, viz: 

1. If any person or persons within the Capitol, 
or any of the enclosed grounds around it, or within 
any sireet passing by or around such enclosed 
grounds, shall hereafier make a noise, or do any 
other act disturbing or interrupting the delibera- 
tions or bu-iness of the House of Repres-ntatives, 
or any of its commitiees, the person or persons so 
offending, teing therecf convic'e’, by a vote or re- 
rolutia of the House, shall, for such contempt, be 
severely reprimanded, or imprisoned not less than 
cne nor more than ten days, at the discretion of the 
House of Representatives. 

2. If any person or persons shall hereafter as- 
sault or strike any member of the Houses of Repre- 

nialives, or any other person within the Capitol, 
orany of the encle s around the gourds of the 
Can) o!, execpt it te ia seil-de'ence, or some Jawiul 
pu: pose, the person or persons so offending shall 
be adjudged guilty of a contempt to the House of 
Reprc sentatives; and being thereof convicted, by a 
vo'e or resolution of the House, shall be imprison- 
eu therefor fora space of time not less than sixty 
nor more than one hundred and eighty days, at the 
discretion of the House of Representatives. 

3. The persen or persons offending within the 
purview of the two preceding rules, or-either of 
them, sha'l be arrested by the Sergeant-at aims, 
upon ‘he warrant of the Speaker, to be issued upon 
ihe cath or affirmation of the party applying there- 
for. 

4. Any member of the House who shall, by con- 
tumelious wordsor actions, insult any other mem- 
ber of Congress within the Capitol, or any of the 
enclosures around 1, ine’nding the enclosure to the 
east of the Capiiol, shall, on conviction thereof, by 
a vote or reso'ution of the Hoense, te severely re- 
primended for the first offence, and expelled for 


Sure 


| the second. 


5. Any member of the [louse who shali assau't 
or strike any other member of Congress within the 
Capitol, or within any of the enclosures around it, 
including the enclosure to the east of the Capitol, 
uniess in self-defence, or some lawfal puryose, 
sha'l, on conviction thereof, by a vote or resolution 
of the Honse, be expelled. 

6. It shall require a majority of four-fifths to 
suspend ihe rales in order to permita member to 
notice and iepelany statements which may be 
found in printor manuscript, reflecting upon the 
mora!, political, or official character of any one. 

7. Resolved by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives, That the following shall constitute an addi- 
tional joint rule of the two Houses: In cases of 
personal insult or conflict between a Senator and 
Kepresentative, a committee of two from the £e- 
nate and three from the House shall be appointed 
to inves igate the facts, and report to the’r respec 
tive Houses the facts of the case; whereupon that 
House of which the party in default.is a member, 
shall proceed to punish him according to the rules 
of either body which he may have violated. 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON rese to inguire of 
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Unperwoop) 


ee ° 
eee 
LT 








whether it was his in‘ention that these resolutions 
should first be considered and acted on, before the 
House had considered the report made by the com. 
nmiittee? 

Mr. PETRIKIN (pending Mr. Unperwoop, 
reply to Mr. Jonn-on) rose to a question of order 
He submitted to the Chair that these resolution, 
were separate and dis'inct from the report of the 
commities, and that they could not be entertaineg 
save by a suspension of the rule. 

The SPEAKER was of opinion, he said, that 
these resolutions were germane to the subject. The 
committee had reported the facts, these facts were 
before the House, and it was in order for genjle. 
men to move any resolations appertaining thereto, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said he would show the re. 
levancy of these resolutions to the report of the 
committee, and hoped also to be able to show thar 
they ought to be adopted. 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON then requested the 
gentleman from Kentucky to answer his interro. 
gatory, whether it was his (Mr. U’s) intention tha 
these resolutions shou!ld be considered and acted 
upon before the House had considered the repoit of 
the committee. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said, yes—he wished these 
resolutions to be acted upon first, and he wished 
them to be the only action of the House on the sub. 
ject. It was his desire to show briefly the reasons 
whieh induced him to offer them. 

.Mr. U. afer explaining the purport of the 1s 
an 2d iesvlulions, proceeded to say that it was 
needless to call the aitention of members to the 
provisions of the Constitution which laid down the 
principles he had enumerated. All here were fully 
awaie of them. He wou!d themrask whether this 
House had ever undertaken to prescribe what 
should constitute contempt or disorderly conduct, 
Look at the rules: from the foundation of the Go- 
vernment down to this time, there was not a sen- 
tence on this subject. Upon what, then, did the 
whole system depead? It depended upon legisla- 
live usage, without the posilive action of any le- 
gisiative body; and we had to colJlect authorities on 
the subject ia the history of the British Parliament, 
in the history of this body, and in the history of 
the various legislative assemblies of this country. 

Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON rose to a point of 
erder. In his opinion, it was impossible to punish 
the gentlemen, who were not, by the laws of the 
House or of the country, subject te punishment 
before these resolutions were introduced. He 
thought the resolutions were not relevant to the 
matier. 

The SPEAKER said there could be no doubt 
that thereresoluiions were in order, inasmuch as 
they were germane to the subject-matter of the re- 
port. That report related to a case of breach of 
privilege. On examination, the gentleman from 
Kentucky had been of opinion that there was no 
remedy for that particular case, but that it fur- 
nished a strong inducemert to pass Jaws or resolu- 
tions to govern the conduct of the House, and by 
which such occurrences might, in future, be pre- 
vented. 

Mr. PETRIKIN appealed from the decision of 
the Cuair. 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON had one word to say. 
These resolutions, he understood, were not the re- 
sult of the deliberations of the committee; they 
were not reported officially as the results of that de- 
liberation; but they came from an individual mem- 
ber of the committee. They were not the official 
acis of the organ of the House, but of one indi- 
vidual member of it. 

Tie SPEAKER said that cases had frequently 
occurred in which the committee reported merely 
facis, and in which some member moved a resolu- 
tion connected with the subject matter of that report. 
For instance, in the eentested election between 
Prentiss and Word and Claiborne and Gholsen, 
the committee reported only the (acts; a geatleman 
then rose, and moved that one party or the other 
were not entitled totheirseats. That wasa resolu- 


lion giowing out of the facis of the case. 

Mr. PETRIKIN regretied his ideas of order dif- 
fered from those of the Cuatr, and it was with 
grea! reluctance that he had taken the appeal. But 
if these reSolutions of the gentleman from Ken- 
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wueky were permitted to pass, it would be establish- || establixh a system of law, so as to apply to all such || WOOD, in opotition to the decision of the Chair, 
ing 8 bad precedent. Here areport was made || cases. But how was the appeal sustained by the | and by Mr. CUSHING in support of it. 
| 








from & committe, giving the facts of acertain trans- || gentlemen from Virginia and Pennsylvania? Why, After which, Mr. TAYLOR moved the previous 


action, and, under pretence of acting under that question; on which motion there appeared—ayes 
repert, a gentleman wished to introduce resoluvons 81, noes not counted. 


of the most dangerous tendency, calculated, among So there wasasecond. And the main question 
other things, to destroy the right of trial by jury. was ordered to be taken. 


| 
| Mr. EVERECT inguired of the Chair whether 
| 


| on the ground that the resolutions interfered and 
infringed on the standing rule of the House. Now |! 
the fact was, the resolutions interfered with no 
standing rule. | 
He contended that the resolutions had no, relevan- Mr. BANKS referred him to the standing rule 
cy or connexion, either {directly or indirectly, | which provides that two-thirds shall be require for 
| 


the questien could not be decided so as to take the 


with the report of the committee. They had no the expulsion of a member, whereas one of the re- || question on the first branch of the resolutions? 


bearing whatever upon the report, and consequent- — sulutions proposed four-fifths. Was not that an The SPEAKER said no, not on an appeal. 

ly the House could have no action upon them. interference on one of the standing rules? . ‘| And the question, “Shall the decision of the 
For instance, one portion of the resolution referred Mr. UNDERWOOD admitted that in this in- Chair s'and as the judgment of the House?” was 
to disturbances on the highway; and was thatrele- | stance his resolutions were not in order, and he || was then taken, and decided in te affirmative, 
yant to the subject of the report? Certainly not. | was willing to withdraw that portion. | without a division. 

He was therefore compelled, asa matter of duty, | The SPEAKER modified his decision so far as || So the dee’sion of the Chair was sttirmed. 

to make the appeal. | to except that portion of the resolutions, which pro- || = Way WISE said he had not risen for the purpose 


Mr. TILLINGHAST contended that the reso- || posed a change of the rule; the rule, as at present || of sabmirting any preposition; but he had a rewark 
lutions were perfectly in order; and inasmuch as | existing, requring one day’s notice of amendment. ; 


} 

, , . z |} to make, to which he asked the especial attention 
the committee had recommended no action, it was Mr. BANKS said as the g-ntleman had now ! of honvrab’e members. LT make it (continued Mr. 
proper for any member to proprse that which the changed ‘he issue, and sniended to propose some ac- | W.) becanse I consider [have more right to meke 
cvmmittee were not instructed to do, | tion on the report, he would no longer support the || jt than any other member of ths House. [bis 

Mr. BRIGGS considered tke resolutions as hav- appeal. || thi: that now, after ail the parade you have made 
ing no relation to the repert of the commitiee. Ja Mr. VADERPOEL demanded the the previous | upon ths case of disorder, if you do not take acs 
css? they should be adopted, the report would re- | ques'ion on the appeal. | tion upon it, and exercise the power you possess, 
main undisposed of untouched. Mr. BOYD moved to lay the whole subject on | you wil do Strong and vio'eat injus'ice to both 

Mr. BANKS thought that the Sreaxer and the the table. he || members of the Hous: who are implicated ‘in a 
House weuld bear witness that he had never tisen Mr. BRIGGS asked the yeas and nays; which | charge of disorderly tevavior. Place: in the posi- 
toa ques'ion of order sice2 he had first taken his | were ordered, and being taken, were—yeas 83, || ijon in which they are place 1 now—a posi ion simi- 
seat on the fluor, and it was with extreme regret nays 96. | lar to that which Thave mysel€ been pleced in 
that he ever said any thiog ia relation t> such | So the motion to lay the whole subjecton the |! heretofore, in a mach more s-ricus case, and when 
questions, as it was always with paia‘ui emot ous table was rejecied. \| chargescf a much more serious character were 
that he ever disagreed with the opinivn of the pre- And the question recurring on the deroand for | mace against me, at the last Congress—sir, I can 
siding officer. 7 : ; the previous question on the appeal, there was a | appreciate the injustice you will do these members; 

In the present case it was his delibera'e judgment —see»nd. | and Lean sympathize with them, if row, alter the 
that the Cuair was wrong in deciiing this resolu- | And the main question was ordered to be | appointment of a committre, you shon'd decide 
tion, offered by the gentlemen fiom Kentucky, to | taken. \| that the whole matter shall be laid upon the tube. 
be in order. He, Mr. B. considered them as to- | Mr. PROFFIT demanded the yeas and nays on I voted this morning against the motion to lay the 
tally irrélevant to the question before the House, the main quest on, which were ordere!. s whole sabj cton the table, not that I expecially de- 
inasmuch as they referred only to such cases as | On the requisition of the Cuairn, Mr. W.C. |! sired any action upon it, for [ shal! not situpon the 


case; but hecaute, asf have already sad, if you 
doro' take aciien, you will do these gestlemen 
injastices; you will do to ore or beth of them injus- 
tice similar to that violently done to me on a for- 
mer occasion. I refer to the case of prevended pri- 
vilege dragged before this House at its last long 
session; and I re‘er to it only as an argument 
i'los'rative of the injustice ‘hat mabe done row. 
I do not wish again to callit up for discussion here. 
But after arraigning gentlemen for disorder or 
breach of privilege, without dee'ding who was rizht 
or who was wrong; nay, without even allowing an 
opportunity to discuss the question as to who was 
right or who was wrorg; afer cording gentle- 
men, members of this House; after stigmatizing 
them with breaches of privilege, and evea with the 
commissien of murder, you bury the who'e affair, 
net in cblivion, bat in the confusion er a report. 
After arraigning men befcre the country and the 
world for a breach of privilege, after charging 
them with every high crime and misdemeanor di:- 
graceful to human nature, the House was not even 
willing to take up and examine into the merits of 
the case, and to decide upon it. In my own case, 
not even down to this very hour, have [ been able 
to get the publication of the testimony to mret the 
charges which have been scattered through the 
world against me. Are you aboutto do the same 
injustice now to these members? Day after day, 
in the case to which I have alluded, were genitle- 
men waiting anxiously for a trial—day after day 
were they watching, wih ceep solicitude, for the 
moment when they might appear at the bar of the 


sent unpleasant and disagreeable aflair. Besides, || which was substantially as gi ea sbove—adding | 


| 
eee | 
might hereafter occur, and did not touch the pre- || Ji unson reduced bis point of order to writing; | 
the resolution interfered and infiinged on the stan! 


thereto that the resolution proposeia change of 
ing rules of the House. He perfectly agreed with | the ralcs—a proposition which could not be made | 
the gentleman from Massachuset!s [Mr. Briaas] that without one day’s nolice. 
wha‘ever dispositi‘n we might make of these re- Ani the main questions, “Sha!l the decision of 
solutions,, the report of the committee will remain | the Chair stand as the judgment of the House?” 
untouched was then then taken, and decided in the negative— 

As to the case of Messrs. Claiborne and Ghol- yeas 69, nays 108. 
son, to whch the gentleman from Kentucky had So the decision of the Chair was reversed, and 
referred, that did not bear him out in_ the the resolutions declared to be out of order. 
position he had taken; for the resolutions oi- Mr. UNDERWOOD said that, as some gentle- 
fered on that occasion were based on the evi- men had suggested that most of the resolutions 
dence accompanying the report, and were, which he had offered were in order, prov:ded they 
therefore, perfectly relevant. But, were these | were connected with the transaciion between 
resolutions based upon the evidence or the factsof || Messrs R. Gartanp and Bynum, he would pro- 
the report? No: they have nothing to do with the | pose to offer the following resolution asthe first of 
repoit of the committee. If the gentleman had the series, and then to strike out two of the others 
proposed any action upon the report—if he bad || the one proposing a change of the rule so as to 
proposed to censure or to expel the parties, then it | require a majoriy of four filths, and the other 
would have been in order. But the resolutions did | proposing joint actin oa the part of the two 
not propose to touch the matter, and referred solely Houses. The following resulution was then 
to cases which might occur hereafier, and besides | read: 
that, the resolution went to abrogate some of the || Resolved, That this House ought not to take any 
standing resolutiens of the House. He did not de- | further notice of the occurrence between Mr. Ricz 
ny the power of the House to legislate so as to pro- t Gartanpd and Mr. Jrsse A. Bynom, but shoald 
vide for the future, but he considered that the pre- | legislate to prevent the occurrence of such cases 
sent case should be disposed of first. | in future. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD was surprised at the course [Here follow the other resolutions, excepting the 
of gentlemen in opposing the resolutions. The | two numbered six and seven. ] 
committee had, in accordance with instructions, re- Mr. CUSHING submited to the Chair that 
ported all the fac's, and now gentlemen con'eaded these re-olutions were out of order. 
that the House must confine itself strictly to this The SPEAKER, refering to the decision just 
ease, and had no power to legislate for the future. || made, said in his opinion they were so. 





euse, and spe ir themselves, while the press 
Mr. BANKS: I said no such thing, ‘The gen- | Mr. UNDERWOOD appeale{ from this de- || and ine patie ad eae, "ore sl speaking 
Ueman is mistaken. I admitted that we had the | cision. egainst them. ' 
right to legislate prospectively. | Mr, PETRIKIN submitted to the Chair that an “The SPEAKER here intimated to Mr. W. that 
Mr. UNDERWOOD then went on to contend || appeal could not be taken, because the question it was not in order to discuss the merits of that 
that instead of his resolutions ab-ogating any | had already been decided. ine. 
standing rule of the Louse, there was no rvle | Mr. UNDERWOOD claimed the floor. 


which applied to the case. He proposed to maze || The SPEAKER said the gentleman from Ken- 
a new law, which should cover such cases. Ac- || tucky (Mr. Unperwoop] was eniitled to the floor. 
cording to his view of the Constitution, there could || The Speaker was of opinion that the proposition 
be no law to define this particular offence; and the || now offered was substantially that on which a de- 
only way in which it could be reached, was by a || cision had just been made; bu: it would be placing 
reference to the practice of the British Parliament, || an arbitrary power in the hands of the Speaker 
and of this body in former years. He denied there || to say that a gentleman should not appeal from his 
was any other way by which this pariicular offence || decision. 

could be reached. What he wished to do, was to The appeal was spoken to by Mr. UNDER- 


I have merely referred to it by way ot illustration, 
and for the purpose of a:king whether such is to be 
the course of proceeding in the present case. 

I have one cther remark to make. The precise 
course which my friend from Kentucky [Mr. Un- 
DERWoOD] has proposed row, was proposed then. 
Instead of taking up the parties and punishing 
them, if they were guilty—instead of expelling 
them from this House—instead even of sending 


| 
| 
| Mr. WISE resumed. I am not about to do so. 
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them ito the State of Mary'and, if yoa had the 
power, that they might staod their trial before a 


jary of the country upon charges which would, if 


they were guilty, have sent them to thegallows, 
or which at ‘east ought to have hung them if guilty, 
you proposed to drop the case, and to adept 
ulterior, prospective fegisiation; and thus you 
Stigmatzed the men engaged in that transaction, 
without deciding upon its merits. What has been 
the consequence? On this point I have one word 
to say, and, indeed, it was my chief object in ris- 
ing. Afler the ulterior legisiation that was 
adopted—legislation tying every man to the stake 
to be shot at by every body who cho-e to insult him 
in and outet his place—I ca!l upon my fellow- 
members here to bear me witness that I have, as 
my conduct will attest, scrupulously forborne to 
use offens.ve or personal language here. I would 
now, since the passage of the anti-duelling law, 
sooner strike a woman than I would insult a mem- 
ber of the Elouse. ! wou'd co any act cf mean- 
ness or of baseness rather than l would insult a 
man whose hands are tied. I have forborne and I 
intend to forbear. But I ask you, sir, Lask the 


members of this Toure, ask the moral poition of | 


our community, as some denominate themselves, 
in case I am insulted, before I fly to the sanctuary 
and prepare with angelic spirit to turn one cheek 
when the other is smitien, Whatam Ito do? Am 
Ito have a battle with cut-glass inkstands, or at 
fisticuffs, or a pulling of noses, or a scene of karsh 
and strong epithets? As you have tied my hands, 
what ought you todo for me,and for each and 
every member of the Hous-? You weuld do 
exact'y whatI knew you would do in this case; 
yeu will take it up, you will bave the parade of 
geitiog upa committee to seport the facts, and, 
after they are reported for you to act on, you will 
lay the whole matter‘on the table! In conclusion, 
l say—and with a hope, God knows how sincerely 
uttered, that I may never be called upon again to 
interfere in such matters—either repeal your anti- 
duelling Jaw, or enforce your laws of order with 
rigidity. Beyond this I have nothing to say. 

Mr, POVE rose (he suid) to make a motion 
which he hoped wou!d meet the approbation of 


the Hvuse, He had paid some attention to this 
proceeding, and was of Opinion that the occur- 
rence to which the report of the committee re- 
ferred had done rather good than harm in this 
body. Such an occurrence was the necessary re- 
sult of ‘the ccurse of pioceeding here during the 
pre eat session. He spoke without distinction as to 
parties. ‘Che Sesaker had net been able to pre- 
serve order, Owing to that course of proceeding. 


When a Whig got up and was lashing away ata 
gentleman on the other side, the cry would be “go 
on” wherever an attempt wes made to arrest him. 
So on the other side. When a member ef the Ad- 
ministration pary was speaking harshly of aWhig, 
apy attempt to arrest him was voted down; and 
thus genilemen were permitied to proceed preity 
ruch in what way they pleased. 
things could vot end any oiherwise than as it did. 
Ove geutleman [Mr. R. Garvanp] had made a di- 
rect apology to the House, and he hoped that such 


would be the case wiih the other gentieman, 
and that thys the harmony of the House might 


be restored without resort to further proceedings. 
Under these circumstances, the suggestion of his 
friend and colleague {Mr. Unprerwoop] that no 
further action should be taken, met his (Mr. P’s) 
approlation. The committee had been unan:- 
movs in their report of the tacts, and the conduct 
of both paries was fully and fairly before the 
country. Wihout giving any opinien either on 
the one side or the other, he thought it would be 
better io let the subject drop, and to leave to public 
opinion to censure or not. The House had be- 
havid much better since the oceurrence took 
piace, and he hoped that they would show, by their 
future conduct, that they regretied the course of 
preceeding which, as all must admit, had been 
tulerated too long. 

Afier a few remarks as to the condition of the 
public business and the necessity for action, Mr. P. 
concluded by moving to lay the whole subject on 
the table. 


Mr. BRIGGS asked the yeas and nays, which. 
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were ordered, and, being taken, were—yeas 86, 
nays 93 

So the House refused to lay the subject on the 
table. 

Mr. JENIFER offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That should any member on this floor 
Ss» far forget the respect he owes to his own charac- 
ter and dety to the House, as to use offensive lan- 
guage to any of his fellow-members, upon being 
calied to order and decided to be cut of order, such 
offending member shal! be immediately calle! on to 
mafte a full and ample apology to the House and 
\o the member so offended, and upon refusal be ex- 
pelied from his seat in this House. 

The SPEAKER decided this resolution to be out 
of order. 

Mr. HOLMES said: Mr. Speaker, I agree moist 
fully with the view taken by the gentleman from 
Virgmia, [Mr. Wise,] that justice demands that 
prompt and decisive aciion should be taken. Yes, 
sir, justice to the gentlemen concerned, but em- 
phatically justice to this House, and to the people 
of this nauen, whose Representatives we are. I 
move the resolution | hold in my hand, *under the 
most painful emotions which I have ever expe- 
rienced in any parliamentary body. But, sir, jus- 
tice demands that this course should be taken, and 
when justice demands, syrapathy must give way. 
Sir, I beg leave to offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, Toaat the conduct of Rick GaRrLanp 
and Jesse A. Bynon, in fighting upon the tloor of 
the House of Representatives during the session of 
Congress, was a gross violation of the dignity of 
the House, and calls upon the House to vindicate 
its dignity by an expulsion of the said Rice Gar- 
LAND end Jesse A. Bynum. 

Mr. CHINN asked for the yeas and nays: or- 
dered. 

Mr. CRAIG was not prepared, under all the 
circumstances of the case, to vote for this resolu- 
tion. It savored rather of an ex post facto proceed- 
ing. He proposed, therefore, to amend it by strik- 
ing out ail after the word ‘‘Resolved,” and insert- 
ing: 

“That the report be recommitted to the same 
commitiee, with instructions to report what action 
should be had in the case; and also what measures 
should be adopted to prevent like occurrerces in 
future, and to protect the members of the House 
from insu't and violence.” 

Mr. PROFFIT moved the previous question, but 
withdrew the motion. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved to amerd the amendment 
by striking out all after the word “Kesolved,” and 
inserting thefollowirg: 

“That Jesse A. Bynum and Rice Garianp are 
guilty of a breach of the privileges of this House.” 

Mr. BRIGGS said that the committee, in accor- 
dance with their instructions, had reported the facts 
of the case, and it was now for the House to say 
what proceeding they would take. If both gentle- 
men had committed a breach of privilege, the 
House ought to say so; and when that fact should 
be established, the next ques ion was, what pun- 
ishment, if any, should be inflicted. When the 
House came to decide upon this question, it would 
become them to Jook into the character and details 
of the transaction; and to see whether, if both were 
guilty, they were guilty alike. If not, if one was 
a greater offender than the other, justice and pro- 
priety required that the punishment should be dif- 
icrent, because the same punishment should only 
follow the same offence. He was prepared. in 
view of the facts, to go at Jeast as far as this reso- 
lution went, and to say that both members had vio- 
lated the privilege of the Hfouse. And he was will- 
ing to say so by his vote, 

Mr. M. A. COOPER asked Mr. Hotes to ac- 
cept the following as a modification of his resolu- 
lion: 

Resclved, That the whole subject be recommitted 
to the same committee, with iostructions to report 
what farther proceedings are necessary on the part 
of the House, and also the form in which said pro- 
ceedings shall be had. 

Mr. HOLMES declined to do so. 

Mr. JENIFER expressed himself opposed to any 
proposition that would not bring the House to a dee 
cisive vote. He was glad that the gentleman from 
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South Carolina [Mr. Hotmes] had offered his Pro. 
position; and although he (Mr. J.) intended yy 
censure on the committee, yet he thought that Such 
a preposition should have come from them long 
since. If this proceeding went unrebuked, hoy 
would the House ever bereafier punish any may 
for a violation of its privileges? He would vote jg 
favor of the resolution of the gentleman from Sout, 
Carolina; ke should do so with reiuctance, stil he 
would do it. The House owed it to its own cha. 
racter and te the character of the country not only 
to rebuke this proceeding in the strongest manner 
but now to take a stand and prevent the recurrenes 
of such scenes in future. It was with this view 
that he had offered the’ proposition which the 
Speaker had declared to be out of order. Mr. J. 
spoke of the ca!umnies and abuse which the House 
by its own course, had let in upon itself. Some. 
thing must be done to arrest it. He believed that 
any other man would have done what the gente. 
man from Lovisiava [Mr. Garianp} had cone un- 
der the circumstances, but still nothing could j isij. 
fy it here, and he (Mr. J.) wou!'d, reluctantly, as he 
had said, give his vote for expuision, aad that, too, 
without discrimination. 

Mr. PROFFIT was astonished that the gentle. 
man from Maryland should be capable of thinkin 
for a moment that they ought to expel the genile. 
man from Louisiana, [Mr. Gaatanp,] in the face 
of the evidence reported to the House. Neither 
could he vote for the expulsion of the gentleman 
from North Carolina, [Mr. Bynum,] because, pre- 
vious to the unfortunate occurrence, the House 
had permitted disorderly speeches to be made, 
which must ever necessarily terminate in such dis- 
graceful scenes. He did aot pretend to be very 
orderly himself. He hoped, however, that the 
House would rot vote for the expulsion ef the par- 
ties, but in futare enforce its rules uf order, so that 
a recurrence of such events might be prevented. 
He considered the resolution of the gentleman from 
South Carolina [Mr. Hotmes] as at least an impra- 
dent act. 

Mr. BRIGGS demanded the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and being taken, resulted as follows: 
yeas 73, nays 106. . 

So the House refused to lay the subject on the 
table. 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved the indefinite postpone- 
ment of the whole subject, because he was satis- 
fied that if the House should determine to go into 
a proper investigation of the matter, it would con- 
sume several weeks, and resuic in no healthy ac- 
tion. It would then be !aid on the table, or be in- 
definitely postponed. He contended that they 
shonld be doing the business of the country instead 
of wasting the time in the manner they had been 
doing. The seamen in the employ of the United 
States, were now suffering fer their pay. There 
was no money to fit out the vessels necessary to 
protect our commerce on the coast of China. 
Every interest was being sacrificed by the course 
of legislation here, by wasting thetime of the peo- 
ple in idle discussions. It was too late now for 
these gentlemen to be talking about their dignity, 
and the dignity of the House; why did they not 
bezin several years ago. This was not the first time 
that the dignity of the House had been offended 
agains: by those very men who now talk so loud 
about it, and who pretend to be so anxious to de- 
fend it. He saw no good reason why these gentle- 
men should be made a mark to be shot at, when 
there were many others, who had been twenty 
times as guilty as they, who were permitted to es- 
cape—who had violated the rales, time after time, 
by using offensive language, and by refusing to 
vote, and thereby setting at defiance the rules of 
the House, Others may wish to postpone the bu- 
siness of the country, to amuse themselves, by try- 
ing those gentiemen for offending against their 
dignity; but he was opposed to it. He had no 
doubt that there were many in the House, who 
make so much noise about the offended dignity of 
the House, who did more to commit violations of 
it than those who said nothing about it. He 


thought those gentlemen had been sufficiently pu- 
nished for this rash act, which was commitied in 
the heat of passion. There was no one who was 
prepared to say that the act was done intentionally. 
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There was nothing premeditated—it was the re- 
| spit of passion. 


If they had committed a worse 
act, without intention, we could not, as jurymen, 


dec are them gu tty to the same degree asif the act 


had been premeditated. 1 was the intention that 
made the crime, Would to God that this was the 
only instance of disorder and indecoram that the 
House had witnessed. But far worse scenes than 
that had transpired. Men who had been the fore- 
gost in violating the rules, by refusing to vote, and 
oiher disorder, now come forward, and affectediy 
claim to be the only conservators of the decorum 
andrales @f the House. Let every member exa- 
mine his own conscience, and see whether he can, 
consistentiy with his own conduct, voie to expel 
these gentlemen for this indiscretion 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON addressed the House 
at considerable length, insisting on the importaace 
of some decided course being adopted to prevent 
the occurrence of such cases of violence in iuture. 
Should the House refuse to punish, its members 
would be abandoned to their own protection, and 
tempted to inflict the most violent retaliation in case 
of personal insult. — Language that would disgrace 
ihe purlieas of Billingsgate and St. Giles had al- 
ready been uttered over and over on the floor, and 
if these things were suffered to proceed, the House 
would fall into confusioa and publie contempt. It 
was no excuse to say that the conduct of these gen- 
Uiemen was the resultof a momentary impulse; 
gentlemen must learn to praciise self-restraint, and, 
if they had injuries to punish, to reserve the settle- 
ment of such ma'ters to a more suitable time and 
place. He was oppesed to the postponement. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said he had voted against 


| all propositions to postpone or to lay on the table, 
| andhis object had been to let new members see 
| what course was to be expected here in cases like 
| the present. 


He adverted tothe vain attempts 
formetly made to punish disorders in the House, 
and attributed the wh«le difficulty to the radical er- 
wrof having no rules of the House to declare 
what shoald be esteemed disorderly conduct, and 
how it should be punished. Mr. U. insisted that 
this was nota case of breach of privilege, but a 
case ofcontempt. The Constitution conferred but 
two privileges on members of Congress; one was, 
exemption from arrrest; the other was ezemp- 
tion from being called on out of the House to 
answer for words spoken in debate. 

Mr. U. quoted largely from Jefferson’s Mazual, 
commenting as he proceeded. 
. Mr. CUSHING suggesied to him another pas- 
sage in the same book, declaring quarrels in the 
House to be bieaches of privilege. 

Mr. U. denied that authority as contrary to the 


| Constitution, aud went on to insist that there 


cughtto be prospective legislation by the House, 
specifying offences and punisments for members of 
Congress in the House, as Jaws were provided in 
the community for other citizens out of doors. Mr. 
U having mace a full exposition of his views on 
this point, said he now washed his hands of this 
case: holding the principles he did, he could not 
vote to punish the individuals now implicated. 
fier some brief remarks from Mr. STANLY. 

Mr. BANKS moved the previous question. 

Mr. BYNUM remonstrated, aad said he should 
like to he heard before a final vote was taken. 

Mr. BANKS thereupon withdrew his motion. 

Mr. PETRIKIN declared himself now satisfied 
that his motion for indefinite postponement was not 
in order. 

Mr. McKAY advocated a recommittal of the 
whole subject to the same Select Committee, to re- 
port whether the House could take any, and what, 
action in this case. The committee would, doubi- 
less, have done this, but the resolution under which 
they were appointed did not admit of it, as it 
directed them simply to report the facts as they 
happened. 

Ona former occasion, he had voted to lay the 
whole matter on the table; but as the House had 
hought proper to refer it to a committee, he 
thought, after that, some action should be had 
thereon. But he was perfectly satisfied, not only 
from what had occurred that day, but from expe- 
rience im such cases, that no good was to be 
atiained by prolonging a discussion. It was with 
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that view that he had voted against motions to lay || 


on the tab'e, in the hope that the Heuse would 
become sati-fie’ that no god could resull, and 
consent toa recommiital, with instructions to the 
comm) ttee to recommend some action on the mat- 
ter. It was possible thal the commiitee might agree 
with the gentieman from Kentucky (Mr. Unper- 
woop, ] that the offence could not be defined. But 
whatever might be their cenclusions, it was due to 
the dignity and consistency Hou-e to make a final 
disposition of the matter, now they had gone thus 
far. And if the committee should report that 
the offence could not be punished, owing te there 
being no specification of ii, even that would exone- 
rate the House, and show to the country that all 
had been done which the nature of the case ad- 
mitted. For his part, he had great confidence in 
the commitiee, and if they should come to the con- 
clusion that the House had no authority, that would 
be satisfactory to the country. But by leaving the 
matter as it now stood, after having gone so far as 
to print the facts, it would be a disgrace to the 
Ilouse in all time to come, and establish a dan- 
gerous precedent for ali future cases. He hoped no 
gentleman wou!d object to the recommiital, as the 
commitiee was so happily constituted, that whatever 
report they might make could not fail to be satis- 
factory to all. 

Mr. RHETT replied to Mr. Unperweon, insist- 
ing that, without further legislation, the House was 
fully empowered to punish disorderly conduct. 
Some acis were so manife-tly disorderly, that no 
doubt could be pretended in relation to them, of 
which fighting on the floor durivg the sittings of the 
House was certainly one. Mr. R. said there could 
be n» law passed defining what should be deemed 
disorderly conduct, without the concurrence of the 
Senate and the President. Dili tae gentleman wish, 
then, to act on a question of the privileges of mem- 
bers of that Heuse? He presumed not. He then 
quoted th: clause of the Constitution which makes 
the House the sole judge in such cases, aad em- 
powers it to punish. 

Mr. WISE thought all the resolutions which had 
been offered premature. The House must act ju- 
dicially ia the matier; refer it to no committee, but 
judge of the evidence for itself; and even this it 
could not lawiully do till the pariies had been taken 
into custody, and arraigned on articles of accusa- 
tion, and put upon their defence. There was not 
the shadow of a doubt as to the power of the 
org to punish; but it must be after a regular 
trial. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD replied, and spoke in vin- 
dication of the ground he had before assumed. He 
quoted other passages of the Constitution in reply 


sessed power to punish piracy, that did not preveat 
the necessity of its first ‘ defining’ what piracy 
was, and passing laws for its punishment. 

The doctrine of contempts was a doctrine of the 
common law; but in Kentucky it had been found 
necessary ‘oO limit and define it by s‘atute, and 
there was the same necessi'y here. He scouted 
the idea of going into a formal tial, as proposed 
by Mr. Wiss; it wou!d occupy the re-t of the ses. 
sion, and after al!, would result m nething. 

Mr. CHINN sow moved the previous question, 
which was seconded, put, and carried. 

But, on Mr. ADAMS'S remons'!rsnce, who de- 
clared he could not vote unless the pariies had an 
opportunity to be heard, 

The vote for the previous question was, on mo- 
tion of Mr. ANDREWS, reconsidered—ayes 69, 
noes 60. 

Mr. BRIGGS then proposed that the parties b 
now called upun to state their objections, if any 
they could show, to the adoption of the amend. 
ment declaring them guilty of a breach of the 
privileges of the House. 

Messrs. GARLAND and BYNUM declined ad- 
dressing the Huuse. 

Mr. McKAY read an extract from one of the 
documents of the House, in which was a case in 
point, where the House had, in a similar case, pro- 
ceeded thus far, and afterwards re-committed the 
whole subject to the same commitiee. In the pre- 
sent case, the committee had been unanimous in 
their report of the facto; and was there not good 
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reason to expect the same unapimity in any re- 


/ commendation they might make? And if they 


azreel that in their opinion the House had no 
power to punish. that would be perfectly sausfac- 
tory, and woua'd go out tothe country, as the reason 
why the House had not acted on the matter. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland was opposed to 
recommiiment. By referring the subject to a 
committee, it would be transferring the power of 
House to examine into the facts, to that committee. 
Ii was the duty of the members, as the judges who 
were to try the case, to hear and exam.ne the facts 
the facts them:elves. The persons accused had 
not been afforded an opportunity to defend them- 
selves on this floor, the only proper p'ace in which 
they should be beard. The House was the only 
proper place in which to interroga’e witnesses, 
They were the triers, and should hear all the testi- 
mony. If he should ever be so unfertunate as to 
be involved ina difficulty with a fellow member, 


|| he would never consent to be tried in the damp 


to Mr. Ruert, arguing that though Congress pus- 
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dungeons of the Capiiol by any committee, but 
claim to be heard before the jury which was to de- 
cide on his case—ihe House. Mr. J. weat into an 
argument to show why questions of privilege should 
be tried in the Tlouse alone. He was opposed, on 
prine'pie, to referring the character and standing of 
members to a committee; because the committee 
might be so constructed by a partisan Speaker as 
rot to afford an impartial examination into the 
facts, It in ellect, be giviog the whole 
power of the Elouse to try, into the hands of the 
Speaker, operating through his committee. After 
showing the necessity of action on the subject, he 
said if the House declined io give any action, the 
whole subject had better be laid on the table; but if 
it felt disposed to check indiscretion and disorder, 
now was the time to d> it. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST read the following, which 
he thonght would be proper as a preliminary reso- 
lution, to precede the amendment proposed by Mr, 
Briaa : 

“Whereas the commiitee apponted to report 
the facis of the case of violence that occurred 
in this House between Messrs. Rice Gakuat vp 
and Jesse A. Bynum; have made their report, and 
this House is now about to take order thereon: 

“Resolved, That M:. Seeaker call on the said 
Rice Garianp and Jesse A. Bynom now to show 
cause, if any they or either of them have, why 
the House should not now proceed to act and ad- 
judge upon the facts as set forth in said report, 
and thai they now have an oppor unity to be heard 
in respect to the facts so reported, and in respect to 
the action and jucgmeat of the House thereon.” 

The CHAIR ruled this resolution not to be in 
order at present. 

Mr. BRIGGS then went into a recanitulation of 
the successive steps which hsd thus far been 
taken; and insisted that the parties had had the full- 
est opportunity before the commitice of adducing 
their witnesses and cross-examining them, and of 
making their own statemeuts at large. Since then, 
they bad had an opportunity afforded them in the 
Hous*, and had declined availing themseives of 
it. What was now in the way to prevent the 
House from proceeding to act on the report of the 
committee? Asto what Mr. Prrrikin had said 
about former disorders, one evil dd not excuse an- 
other; and the frequent recurrence of such cases 
did but the more clearly show the necessity of sume 
decided action on the part of the Heuse to prevent 
them in future. 

Mr. EVERETT made some remarks scarce 
heard at al! by the Reporter, but which were under- 
stood to deprecate the parties being jadged without 
a hearing before the Lions, and such proceedings 
as might appear on its records as a judicial transae- 
tion. He thought the accusat.on ovgit to be 
brought to a peint, and presented in an explicit 
form. And he propo-ed a resolution going to re- 
commit the subject, with instructions to the com- 
mittee to report whaiconrse ought to be taken, and 
what should be the mode of proceeding. 

The CHAIR ruled the amendment not to be in 
order, it being, in sabstance, the same with one, al- 
ready offerei by Mr. Craia. 

Mr. RHETT, in reply to the arguments of Mr, 
Wise, that the member should be arrested by the 
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Sergeant-at-arms, and arra'gaed at the bar of the 
House, denied that it was at all necessary. The 
object of arrest was to bring before the House 
such persons as were not in the Houe, bat the 
member was in the House, and had a right to de- 
fend himself, and te heard, if he thought proper to 
do sv, without any formal motion to that effect; 
and no member had a right to call him to order, if 
he were to rise to address the Hlouse. He defied 
the gentleman to profjuce ope instance in parlia- 
meatary Listory, where a member was arrested, 
and arraigned, under the circumstances, ai was 
contended for by the gentleman from Virginia, 
(Mr. Wise | 

Mr. WELLER moved the previous question, 
but withdrew it at the request of Mr, Craia, who 
wishe! to change the relative order between his 
own amendinent and that offered afterwards by 
Mr. Briaas: he wished Mr. Brigas’s to go first, and 
his ownto follow. He according y withdrew his 
own amendment, and then offered it as an amend- 
ment to the amendment of Mr. Baices. 

The question bsing about to be taken, 

Mr. 'TURNEY moved to lay the whole subject 
on the table. 

The yeas and nays were demanded by Mr. 
BRIGGS; and being taken, resvlied as follows: 
yeas 63, nays 95. 

So the House refused to lay the subject 
table. 

Mr. WELLER renewed his call for the previous 
question; but said he would withdraw it, if either 
of the getit]-men wished to address the House. It 
was seconde!, put, and carried. 

Mr. COUPER of Georgia offered the following 
resolution, and expressed a wish that Mr. Craia 
would accept it; whica was read as tollews: 

Resolved, That the who's subject be recommitted 
to the Sclect Committee, with instruc ions to re- 
port what further proceedings are necessary on the 
part oft the House; and also the form in which the 
said proceedings shall be had. 

Mr. CRAIG accepted it ss a modification; and 
the question being on i's adoption, 

Mr. PET RIKIN demanded the yeas and nays; 
which having been ordered, were—yeas 106, nays 
57. 

So the whole snbject was recommitted. 

Mr. ANDREWS moved that the Tlouse ad- 
journ, 

Mr. PARRIS demanded the yeas and nays; 
which having been ordered, were—yeas 83, nays 
79 

The House accordingly adjouraed. 
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IN SENATE, 
Farmway, May 15, i840. 

Mr. BUCITANAN presented tie memorial of the Chamber 
of Commerce of the city ot Philadelp'ita, praying for the con- 
siruction of aharbor io the river Deliware, and the ereciion 
of aligit-house on Brandywine 

Also, ame:mnorial from the same, praying for the establish- 
Ment of buovsin the river Delaware and bay; 
both of which Were referred to the Commitiee on Commerce. 

Also, A memorial from a number of ciuzens of Philadelphia, 
praying for the errerton of a new custom house: referred to 
the Committee on Commer: 


Saoals, 


Als *, Le menial iVath ne Rioke ry, pray for a pen- 

ten. relerrod to the Committee on Pensions, 

Alao, (he memorial ofa number of citizens of Pailadelphia, 
Praying ao appropriation foc the completion of the lighthouse 
on Brandywine Shoals: relerred to tie Commies on Com 
merce 


Board of 


we, prayig the passage oO a 


Mr. MERRICK presented the memorial of the 
Trade of the city of Baltim bauk- 
raptiaw. lailouthe tab'e 

Mr. WHITE presenied the offi ‘avits of sundry individaals 
ot Wiskonsin Territory, ou the subject of aclaim to Jands at 
Milwaukte: laidon the tab! 

Me. HUBBARD, from the Committee of Claims, reported a 
bill for the retietof Daniel Steenrod; which was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading 

Mr. NICISOLAS, from the C 
reporred 

A bill for the reliefof Mary W. ‘Thompson; 

A bill authorizing the purchase of an island at the confluence 
of the St. Peters and Mississippi rivers; and 

A bill making appropriations to Complete certain military 
roads in the Stare of Arkansas; 
which were severally read, and ordered to a second revding. 

Mr. WILLIAMB, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, ask- 
ed to be discharged from the further consideratioa of the peti- 
tion of Henry Wilson; which wasagreed to. 

BILLS PASSED. 
he bill for the relief of David Stone; and 
* The bill authorizing the harbors of Sippican and Mattapoi- 
weit, in the State of Massachusetia, to be kaown hereatier as 
porte under those names, were read a third time, and passed 

The bill tor the relief of Fraucis Cazeau was ordered to be 

© ssed for a third reading. 
"Fae 


il] for the relief of Thomas L, Winthrop and ¢thers, 


t 


mininee on Military Affairs, 
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after some remarks from Messrs STRANGE and CALHOUN, 
was recommitted the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Lhe bill to create an additional land office in the State of 
Michigan having been read « third time, und the question being 
on Ils passace, * . 

Mc. POATER objected to the bill, on the ground that there 
were no White seiliers ia the new district proposed tu be esta- 
biished, and none likely tw go there for some Une to Come. He 
saw no necessity fur another land districtin Michigan. A suffi- 
cient number were established in that State already. He did 
not think it probable that any lands would be purchased in the 
proposed district for sume years, nor that any settlements of 
white people weuld be made im it for along time. Head been 
iuformed bya member of the Senate of Michigan [the Re. 
porter understood tim to say Mr. Bridge} that an additional 
land office was unnecessary in that country; and he had de- 
rivecPother facts which led him to his couclusions, from Mr. Ro- 
bert Stewart, now tathiscity. La the course of tus remarks, he 
also stated that there were no organized counties, nor any other 
counties with any other than imaginary lines, within the pro- 
posed new distiict. 

Mr. NORVELL said, that the bill now before the Senate, 
which had yesterday been ordered to a third reading, proposed 
to divide the Grand River land district into two disuricts, and 
to establish a new one, (o be caliet the Grant Traverse District, 
in @ portion of the nerth on section of Michigan. Siuce the 
late surveys Were wade In the Grand Kiver district, it had been 
asceriained what it contained about ten nuilions of acres of land 
actually surveyed, and neaily or quite ready to be brought into 
market, besides about One imiilion remaining to be surveyed. 
The existing district, as proposed to be limited by the bill, con- 
tained upwards of five millions of unsold lands, and the new 
district about the same quantity. Each of these districts was, 
as he understood, larzer than aimost any other land district in 
the United States. The bill had mot the approbation of the 
Committee on Public Lands in the Senate, tie commitie: 
in the other House, and the Coumissiouer of the General 
Lind Office. It contained other provisions besides thuse 
to which he had adverted. It annexed, for the pre- 
rent, ail the Upper Peniusula of Michigan, with the islands 
in Lake Hurvn, and its watera, lying within the limuse 
of the Siate, to the Detroit land district. Aud it au- 
thorized the President to change the jocation of ceriain of the 
land offices, whenever, in his judgment, the public intere-ts re- 
quireiit. He was really ata toss to understand the motive or 
ihe object of his colleague, in the opposition which he had just 
disclosed to the bill. tt was the first me that he had ever heard 
it alleged as an objection to the establishment of a land district 
anda land office, that the white settlements in the district were 
small, or that there werenone init. Ie had supposed that the 
object of establishing such districts and offices was to attract 
seilers—tv cuable them Wo make their selections, and ent r their 
lands with convenience, and thus to accelerate the settlement of 
the country, For himself, he would say that he should never 
be the man who would resist any measure calculated to facili- 
tate and hasien the set lement, cultivation, aad population of his 
own State. That wasa policy which he could never reconcile 
to his feelings, or to his sense of duty to the State which had 
cunteried upon him the honor which he enjoyed of representing 
her in the councils of the nation 

But, in point of fact, he had understood from the Representa- 
tive of Michigan in the other House, who resided in the western 
section of the State, that a white sctllement commenced two 
years ago, and was going on within the proposed uew land dis- 
trict, on the Manistee river. Valuable linds were found in that 
district. They were destined toan early occupation and seitle- 
ment. The country would probably fill up rapidly. When 
the first land office was established in Michigan, the whole pe- 
ninsula, Containing more than twenty-five millions of acres, had 
not five thousand white inhabuants within its limits. The 
western seciion had not beea cccupied by a single white man. 
Jn regard to the counties alluded to, he had never before heard 
of acounty in Michigan bounded by imag‘nary lines. There 
was no such thing. Every county was distinctly descri>ed, 
and its boundaries Jaid down in the law. He had learned that 
the whole country in question had been laid off into counties 
al the late session of the Legislature of the State. Counties in 
that State were at first organized for individual purposes, and 
annexed to other counties for political purposes. When they at- 
tained a particular and designated amount of population, they 
were fully organized for ali purposes. Butevery county had,trom 
(se beginning, not its imaginary, but its specific boundaries. In 
relation to the number of land districts in Michigan, there were 
at this ume but five, when she had upwards of twenty millions 
of acres of unsold public lands lying within her limits. Ocher 
S:ates hada much greater comparative number of land offices. 
ilinois had ten, with only about eighteen millions of acres of 
unsold lands. By a bill woich had passed the Senaie, one of the 
land d striets in Michigan would be abolished at once, because it 
contained but a tew thousand acresof land remaining to be sold. 
Another of them, by the progress of sales, would, nader the 
operaiion of that bill, be abolisied ina year or two. Me hoped 
that the bill now before tue Scnave would pass, without further 
Opposition 

Mr. WALKER submitted his views in favor of the bill. He 
said that the Comrittee on the Public Lands had always acted 
with caution in the creation of new land districts; and they had 
carefu ly asceitained the necessity of establishing the one in 
Michigan, embraced by the bill. before they hat determined to 
report it, Upwards offive millions of acres of land were in- 
cluded in the new district, anda larger quantity in the old dis- 
trict from which the newone was taken. This wasa larger 
district than perhaps any other in the United States. As to 
setilers In the pew district, it Was not material whether there 
were few or many. Four districts had been established in 
Mississipj!, with very few settlers inany ofthem. They were 
established before the lands were ready to be brought into 
market. The bill which passed this body some time ago, abo- 
lished nine or ten land districts,and at least one ia Michigan. No 
increase of districts would be made by this bill. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky opposed the bill, and 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama supported it. 

Mr. KING suggested an ameadinent, withholding compensa- 
tion from the Register and Receiver until they eniered on the 
discharge of their duties. 

Mr NORVELL presented such an amendment; which was 
unanimously agreed to, 

The question was then taken, and the bill passed—ayes 22, 
noes 12, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Grundy, Hubbard, King, 





Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Robinson, Stran 
pan, Walker, Wall, Wright, and Youn <2” Sungen, Tep. 

NAYS—Menere. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Dy 
vie, Dixon, Lumpkin, Merrick, Porter, Prenti Toy 
maze, and Wate iz yPeonten, Ruggles, Tai, 

he bills ordered to be engrossed yesterday w 
read a third time, and naieele ? 7 Were coveraity 

The bill for the relief of Thomas L. Winthrop and other 

directors of an association called “The New England Mississi . 
i Land Company,”’ was taken up, and after some remarks by 
Messrs. STRANGE and CALHOUN, was, on motion or yo 
HUBBARD, recommitted to the Committee on the Judiciary 

The bill fur the relief of the legal representatives of Franc, 
Cazeau, was considered in committee of the whole, and a 
dered to be engrossed. ” 

SYSTEM OF BANKRUPTCY. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill to estah 
lish a uniform system of bankruptcy throughout the United 
Sta perene the qnestion was atill on Mr. WaALL’s substitute for 
the bill. 

Me. SMITH of Indiana argued at large on most of the great 
and important topics already mentioned as belong ng to the 
subject. He examiaed and discussed the peculiar PTINCipieg 
and provisions of the substiture, opposing i, and repudhatin 
them as wrong and inexpedient, and advocating, with muck 
zeal and earnestness, the original bill from the committee, 

Mr. WEBSTER having intimated his desire to address the 
Senate on this subject— 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, it was postponed to Monday 
next. 

On motion of Mr. RUGGLES, the bill to provide for the bet. 
ter security of the lives of passengers on buard of vessels pro: 
pelled in whole orin part by steam, was taken up, and, afier 
having been amended in several particulars, its further consi. 
deration was postponed until Monday next. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned to Monday. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIV 4S, 
Furpay, May 15, 1840. 

Mr. CAMPBELL cf South Carolina asked 
leave to refer a petition, on a subject already be. 
fore the House, to the appropriate committee. 

Mr. REYNOLDS atso asked leave to refer a 
petition to the Committee on Revolutienary 
Claims. 

Objectirn being made, leave was not granted. 

Mr. CAMPBELL asked if it would be in order 
to devote the morning hour io the reception of pe. 
tions. 

The SCEAKER replied that it could be done 
only by the consent of two-thirds. 

The SPEAKER then laid before the House the’ 
following communications: 

1. Letter from the Secretary of War, transmit. 
ting the information required by the resolution of 
the House of Representatives of the 23d of March 
last, respecting the progress which has been made 
in effecting a treaty with the Wyandott Indians for 
the purchase of their lands in Crawford county, 
Ohio. 

On motion of Mr. L. WILLIAMS, referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

2. Letter from the Secretary of War, transmit- 
ling, in compliance with the resolution of the House 
of Representatives of the 9th ultimo, a system of 
national defence and the establishment of a Na- 
tional Foundry. 

On motion of Mr. WISE, so much as relates to 
a national foundry was referred to the Select Com. 
mittee on the subject. 

On motion of Mr. W. THOMPSON, the report 
and accompanying documents were referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and 2,000 extra 
copies ordered to be printed. 

Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS offered the following 
resola'ian: 

Resolved, That the first Wednesday in June next 
be set apart by the House to the exclusion of all 
other business, for the bills, resolutions, &¢. re- 
ported by the Committee for the District of Co- 
lumbia to be acted upon. 

Mr. PECRIKIN objected. 

Mr. WILLIAMS then moved a suspension of 
the rules, and called for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and were—yeas 73, nays 81. 

So the rules were not suspended, 

Mr. BANKS asked the favor of the House to 
take up two short bills; which, he said, could be 
passed in two minutes. 

Objections being made, 

Mr. B. withdrew his request. 

PUBLIC PRINTING. 


The unfinished business being the report of the 
Select Committee on the Public Printing, and the 
pending question from Wednesday last being on 4 
motion jor the previous qnestion on an amendment 
offered by Mr, Peramin, of Penpsylvania, (0 
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——— 
another amendment moved by Mr. Evans, of 
Maine— 


The question, therefore, was still on the call for 
the previous question, but applicable now to Mr. 
Evan’s amendment, (which was that conta:ned in 
a report from the minority of the commitee.) 
That the state of the question may be more fully 
understood, we insert, first, the resoluuions report- 
ed by the majority of the committee, and moved in 
the House by Mr. Brack, their chairman; they are 
as follows: 

Resolved, That the printing of Congress, unless 
when otherwise specially ordered, shall be done 
in the following manner and form, and to be paid 
{or at the prices hereinafter set forth. 

For the composition of every page of bills, 85 
cents; of every page of small pica plain woik, 85 
ceuts; of every page of rule work, $1 70; of every 
page of brevier rule work, $2 98; and, for a larger 
form of brevier rule work, in proportion. 

For the press work of biils, including paper, fuld- 
ing, and sti'ching, ‘or fifty copies, 214 cents per 
page; for four hundred copies, $1 OGd per page; for 
the press work of tables, other than those in the re- 
gular octavo form, for six hurdred copies, includ- 
ing paper, folding, and stitching, $4 674 per form; 
for the press work of the journals, of nine hundred 
copies, including paper, tulding, and sti'ching, 85 
cents per page; for all other printing in the octavo 
form, of six hundred copies, including paper, iold- 
ing, and stitching, 74 4-10 cen's per page; and fora 
larger or smaller number in proportion. 

Resolved, That ail bills shail be printed on cap or 
double cap “sized” paper, of quality equal to that 
on which bills are at present printed, and shall con- 
tain not less than 1,888 p.ca ems; joint resoluiions 
shall be printed on the same paper, in the same 
type, and estimated in the same way as bills. Every 
octavo page of printing, in small pica, shall be ex- 
ecu‘ed on paper of royal or double royal size, of 
the same quality as now used, and shall contain 


‘not less than 1,732 ems; and every brevier page 


shall correspond wilh the above in size and qua- 
lity, and shall contain not less than 3,060 ems. 
The orders of the day and calendar shali be printed 
in small pica type, on cap or double cap paper of 
the quality now used for bills; and each page shall 
centain not less than 3,325 ems: the composition 
thereof shall be paid tor at and after the rate of 
price paid for royal octavo pages ot small pica; and 
the press work thereof chall be paid for at the same 
rate as charged for the press work of bills. 

All plain or figure work shail be set in small 
pica; and, when ‘here are notes or side notes, they 
shall be set in brevier. All rule or rule-and-figure 
work shall be set in small pica, when it can be 
brought into pages in that type; and when it can- 
not be brought into pages in small pica, it shail be 
setin brevier; and, when it cannot be broughi into 
pages with either, itshall be set in a brevier broad- 
side. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maine, one of the minority of 
the same commiliee, moved the following amend- 
ment, in conformity to the report of the minority 
of that committee: 


“That, as it appears by the evidence, two offers 
have been made to execute the public printing for 
this House, one at the rate of 25 percent. less than 
the price fixed by the joint resolution of March 3, 
1319, and the other at the rate of 20 per cent. less 
than the said prices, this House do not deem it ex- 
pedient to pay the printers thereof a higher rate of 
compensation than the prices at which other per- 


sons are willing to do the work who are competent 
to perform it: 


Resolved, That the printing of the present House 
of Representatives, executed since the election of 
the prin‘ers to the House, and hereafter to be exe- 
cuted, shall be paid for at a reduction from the 
prices fixed by the joint resolution passed March 3, 
1819, at the following rates, to wit: Per cent. 


For the price for composition of every page 
of small pica, plain work, at a reduction of 10 
Of every page of rule-work, small pica, ata 
reduction of - : - - 40 
Of every page of brevier rule-work, ata re- 
duction of - ° ° ° > 30 





Mr. PeTRIkin withdrew his amendment. 
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Of composition of all other kinds, ata reduc- 
tion of - - - . a ee 
For the price cf press work of every descrip- 

tion, includirg paper, folding, stitching, im- 

cluding all mateiialsand delivery at the 

Capitol, where the crdinary number of co- 

pies are required, at a reduction of - 15 
And where an extra number of copies, not 

exceeding 5,000, are required, ata reduction, 

on the extra numbers, of - - - 30 
And where more than 5,600 are required - 40 

Resolved, That the accounts for printing shall 
be made out as heitofore, at the prices fixed 
by the resolution of 1819; and, in another column, 
against the amounts carried out against each head 
ot expense, sha'l be se: down the reduction on each 
sum at the foregoing rates; and, in athird column, 
the neitamouat to be paid agreeably to the fore- 
going resolution. 

Resolved, That when the same document or paper 
is printed tor both Houses oi Congress, and the com- 
position of the same is charged in the Senate’s priat- 
ing, no charge for composition shall be made in the 
House printing, except for such neeessary altera- 
tions of head lines, &c. as is required.” 

Oa this amendment the previous question had 
been moved. 

The question being about to be put on secondirg 
the call jor the previous question, 

Mr. CHINN moved a ca!! of the House. 

The yeas and nays wire demanded on this mo- 
tion, and, being ordered, were taken, and resuited 
as follows—yeas 70, nays 105. 

So the House refused the eall. 

Mr. BLACK ros2, and wishe!l to sabmit some 
remarks to the House; but, the previous question 
having been moved, he was called to oider by 
many members, and also by the Cnaia; when he 
resumed his seat. 

The call for the previcu: question was seconded, 
put, and carriec; and, the quistion recuriig on 
adopting the amendment of the minority, moved 
by Mr. Evans, as a subsiitute for that of the ma- 
jority, moved by Mr. Brack, 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana moved to divide 
the question, and that the question be first put on 
striking out the report of the majority, and then on 
adopting the substitu'e. On this motion a discus: 
sion on order arose, in which Messrs. GARLAND, 
BANKS, and several other gentlemen took part: it 
was very irregular, several gentlemen rising at the 
Same time. 

The CHAIR decided that the question to strike 
out and insert was indivisible. 

The resolution of the commitee and the pro- 
posed substitute were then both 1ead again. 

The question was then put on adopting the sub- 
stitute moved as an amendment by Mr. Evans of 
Maine, and decided by yeas and nays, as follows: 

Yi£AS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, J. W. Allen, Andrews, Ba 
ker, Barnard, Bell, Biddie, Briggs, Brockway, Anson Brown, 
Calhoun, W. B Cam, bell, Carter, Casey, Cumin, Chittenden, 
Clark, James Cooper, Crabb, Cranston, Curtis, Cushing, Daw- 
son, Deberry, Dennis, Dellet, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Fill- 
more, Rice Garland, Gates, Geatry, Giddings, Goggin, Goode, 
G aham, Graves, Green, Griunell, Hail, Wm. 3. Hasungs, 
Hawes, Henry, Hill of Va. Hoflinan, Hopkins, Hunt, James, 
Civarles Johnston, Wm. Cost Jotinson. King, Lincoln, MeCarty, 
Marvin, 8. Mason, Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, Calvary Morris, 
Naylor, Ogle, Osborne, Palen, beck, Pope, Protfit, Randall, 
Randolph, Raiiden, Rayney, Reed, Ridgway, Russell, ser- 
geant, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, Storrs, S uart, 
Taliaferro, W. Thompson, ‘Tillinghast, Toland, triplet, Prom- 
bull, Underwood, Peter J. Wagner, Warren, E. D. White, John 
White, T. W. Williams, Lewis Willams, Joseph L, Wiliiams, 
Christopher H. Williams, and Wise—98. 

NAYS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Brewster, Aaron V. 
Brown, AG. Brown, Burke, William O. Butler, Bynum, John 
Campbell, Carr, Carrol],Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Connor, 
Mark A. Cooper, Wm. R. Cooper, Craig, Cross, Dana, Ds 
vee, John Davis, Doan, Doig, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, 
Fiae, Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Gerry, Griffin, 
Hammond, Hand, John Hastings, Hawkins, Hill ot N. C. Hil- 
len, Holleman, Hook, Howard, Jameson, Cave Johnson, Na- 

haniel Jones, Juhn W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Lead 
better, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, Me- 
Cuiloch, McKay, Mallery, Marchand, Mediil, Miller, Mon- 
tanya, Montgomery, Samuel W. Mortis, Newhard, Parish, 
Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Pe:rikin, Prentiss, Ramsey, Rey- 
nolds, Rhett, Edward Rogérs, Ryall, Shaw, Shepard, A. Smith, 
John Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, 
Sumter, Swearingen, Sweney, Taylor, Jacob Thompson, 
Turney, Vanderpoel, Vroom, D. D. Wagener, Watterson, 


Weller, Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, and Worthing- 
ton—107. 


So the proposed substitute was rejected. 
_ Mr. COOPER of Georgia presented the fcliow- 
ing, which he wished to move as a substitute for 


ee 
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the resolutions of the majority, and asked that it 
might be read for the information of the House: 

“Waereas, the House ef Representa: ves has en- 
gaged ecrtain individuals to do the printing, which 
is Nowin progress of execution, by which this 
Flouse is laid under obligations to pay for the same, 
according to the fair and reasonable worth of the 
work and labor done and to be performed; and for 
as much as the prices thereof cannet now be fairly 
and jusity determined by reference to the principle 
of lowest bidder, it is therefore 

“Resolved, ‘That the prices for printing of the 
House, during the present Congress, shall be fixed 
on the basis of those ef 1819, witha reduction 
thereon of fiftesn per cent. 

The CHAIR decided that it was too late, the 
previous question having been ordered. 

The qnestion then recurring on the adopting the 
resolution reporied by the majori'y of the commit. 
tee, it was decided by yeas and nays as follows— 
yeas 175, nays 13: 

YEAS-—Messrs. Alford, Judson Allen, John W. Allen, 
Hugh J. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Manks, Beatty, Beirne, 
Beil, Black, Blackwell, Breweter, Briggs, Brockway, Ans, 
Brown, Albert G. Brewn, Anson Brown, Burke, Wiliam O. 
Butler, Bynum, Calhoun, John Campbell, Wiliam B. Camp- 
bell, Cacr, Carroll, Carter, Casey, Chapman, Chinn, Clark, 
Clilfurd, Coles, Colquitt, Connor, James Cooper, Mark A. 
Cooper, William R. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Cranston, Dana, 
Davee, John Davis, Deberry, Dennis, Dellet, Doan, Doig, 
Dunean, Earl, kaeunan, Bdwards, Ely, Fillmore, Fine, Fletcher, 
Floyd, Galbraith, Rice Garland, Gates, Gentry, Gerry, Goggin, 
fioode, Graves, Green, Griffin, Grinnell, Hall, Hammond, 
Hand, Wiliam S. Hastings, John Hastings, Hawes, Hawkins, 
leary, Hill of Va. titilen, Hoffman, Holieman, Hook, Mop- 
kins, Tfoward, Hubbaid, Htunt, James, Jameson, Charles 
Johnston, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W_ Jones, 
Keim, Kemble, Kile, Leadbetier, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Lin 
coln, Lowell, Lucas, McCarty, MeCiellan, McCulloh, McKay, 
Maliory, Marchand, Marvin, Mason,Medi!l, Miller, Monroe, 
Montanya, Montgomery, Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, Calvary 
Morris, Naylor, Newhard, Ossorne, Palen, Parish, Parmenter, 
Paynier, Pope, Prentiss, Ramsey, Randall, Randolph, Rayner, 
Reed, Reynolds, Rhett, Ridgeway, BE. Roge ts, Ruaseil, Ryall, 
Shaw, Sh pard, Simonton, A. Smith, John Smith, Truman 
Svonh, Thomas Simith, Stanly, Sieenrod, Storrs, Scurong, Stuart, 
Sumter, Swearingen, Sweney, Tniatervo, Taylor, Jacob 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Turney, Underwood, 
Vanderpoe! Vroom, Davi! D. Wagener, Watterson, Weller, 
Edwart D White, John White, Jared W. Williams, Thomas 
W Wiiliams, Henry Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. 
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NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Baker, Barcard, Cushing, Dawson, 
Giddings. King, Ogle, Pacris, Pettikin, Rauricen, Sergeant, and 
Wise— 13. 

After the calling of the names of members had 
been gone through with, 
¥ Mr. CUSHING rose and said he had a'ready 
voted, aud in the negative, upon the printed copy 
of the resolutions before him; but it might be that 
the printed copy was erroneous, which was what 
he wished to know. As printed, the resolution, 
though only a House resolution, was in effect, ac- 
cording to its terms, a law of Congress, governing 
the Senate, and was therefore unconstitutional, 

The SPEAKER said it was now too late to 
amend the resolution. 

Mr. BLACK sail he was quite willing that the 
error, Which was a misprint, should be corrected 
by substituting for “the printing of Congress” that 
of the “House of Representatives.” 

The SPEAKER said it was now too late, unless 
by general consent. 

Mr. BLACK. Then if there be no objection I 
move that it Le corrected. 

The motion was objected to by the Whig party 
generally. 

_Mr. B said: Then let it stand. 

‘Mr. CUSHING then said that he must adhere 
ob his vote in the negztive. 

Se the report of the committee (ia favor of fil- 
teen per cent. reJuction) was agreed to. 

Mr. R. GARLAND moved to recoa mit the re- 
sidue of the report, viz: that part which relates to 
separating the public printing from the political 
press, with ins‘ructions to report the bill, a projet 
of which is contained in the minority’s report. 

Mr. BLACK reminded the House that the ma- 
jority of the comm tiee had reported no bill, but a 
resolution. 

The reading, both of the bill proposed by the 
minority and also of the resolution reported by the 
majori'y, was demanded. 

They were read according!y. 

Mr. ATHERTON moved to lay the whole sub- 
ject on the table. 


Mr. WISE demanded the yeas and nays, which 
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were ordered and taken, and resulted as follows— || 


yeas 104, nays 89. ri? 

So ihe subject of the separation of the printing 
from newspaper establishments was laid on the 
table. 

INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia said he rose tor the 
purpose of eoabling him to submit a motion, that 
the House resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. J. said, in so doing, he deemed it fair and 
proper to state, that in case the House shoud go into 
committee, he wuuld then ask the committee to 
take up the Independent Treasury bill. He ex- 
pressed a hope thet he should have the co.opera- 
tion, not only of the friends of the measure, but 
also of its opponents, who, on other occasions, had 
expressed their apprehensions, that it was the in- 
tention of the supporters of this Administration 
not to act upon the bill at the present session of 
Congress. He concluded by submitting his motion 
to suspend the rules, and on it he asked for the 
yeas and nays. 

Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON wished to know 
if the gentleman from Virginia would no! consent 
to modify his motion so as to embrace other bu- 
siness. 

Mr. WISE wished to have a fair understanding 
on the matter. If this was a motion to go inio 
committee on a particular subject, he would oppose 
it; but if the motionto go mto committee was ge- 
neral, he would sapport it. 

Mr. JONES explained that his motion was to 
suspend the rules for the purpose of going into 
Committee of the Whole generally. But he had 
expressed his intenjion, in case the motion 
should be carried, to ask the committee to take up 
the Independent Treasury b 1). 

The question wasthen taken on the motion to 
suspend the rules, by’yeas and nays, and resulted 
as foliows: yeas 117, nays 83; not two thirds: 

YEAS—Meessts. Alford, Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, 
Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Brewster, 
Albert G, Brown, Burke, Simpson TH Buiter, Bynum, Wim. B. 
Campbell, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Col- 
quit, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, William R, Cooper, Craig, 
Crary, Dana, Davee, John Davis, John W. Davis, Dawson, 
Doan, Doig, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fleteher, 
Fieyd, Fornance, Gaibvaith, Gerry, Griffin, MWammond, Hand, 
John Hastiigs. Hawkins, Will of Virginia, Hillof North Caro- 
lina, Hiilen, Holleman, Holmes, Hook, Hopkins, Howard, 
Hubbard, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Jobn W. Jones, 
Keim, Kemble, Kille, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Lowicll, 
Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, 
Mason, Medill, Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, Samuel W. 
Morris, Newhard, Parish, Partrenier, Parris, Paynter, Petri- 
kin, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rhett, Edward Rozers, Ry- 
all, Shaw, Shepard, Albert Smith, John Smith, Thos. Smith, 
Siarkweather, SteenioJl, Strong, Sumter. Swearingen, Sweney, 
Taylor, Francis Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Vander- 
poel, Vroom, David D. Wagener, Watterson, Weller. Jored 
W. Williams, Henry Williams, Joseph L. Williams, and Wor 
thington—117. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, Andrews, Biker, 
Baroard, Bel!, Briggs, Brockway, Anson Brown, Ca houn, Car- 
ter, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, James Cooper, Crabb, Cranston, 
Crockett, Curtia, Cushing, Deberry, Dennis, Dellet, Edwards, 
Evans, Everett, Rice Gartand, Gates, Giddings, Goggin, Goode, 
Graham, Green, Grinnell, Hall, Wiliam 8. Hastings, Hawes, 
Henry, Hoffman, Hunt, James, Charles Johnston, Wm, Cost 
Johnson, Kiog, Lince!n, MeCarty. Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, 
Calvary Morris, Naylor, Ogle, Osborne, Palen, Peck. Pope, 
Randall, Rando!ph. Rariden, Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, Russell, 
Sergeant. Simonton, Siede, Truman Smith, Stanly, Stuart, T 
liafearo, Tilinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbul!, Underwood, 
Peter J. Wagner, Warren, Edward D. Whire, Joho White, 
Tanomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Chuistopiier il. Wii- 
lias, and Wise--S3 

So the rules were not suspended. 

Ou motion of Mr. BANKS, the House then 

receeded to the orders of the day. 

The following eogrossed bills were taken up, 
read the third time, an! passed, viz: 

A bill for the re'iei of Wilham J. Roberts and 
William Detherage; 

A bill for the relief of John Roberts; and 


A bill for the relief of the widow and children of 


William Grant Davidson. 

The bill entitled “An act to amend an act to re- 
mit duties upon certain goods destroyed by fire at 
the late confiavraticn in the city of New York in 
Decemcter, 1835,” passed July 7, 1838, was taken 
up on the question, Shall it be ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading? 

Mr. CURTIS moved an amendment, providing 
that all appropriations for relief under th:s act, and 
the act to which this is a supplement, shall be filed 
with the commissioner in six montis after the pas- 
sage of this act. 


Mr. RHETT moved an amendment to the 
amendment, so as to make the priaciple of relief in 
the bill general—to make it extend to other cities 
where goods have been destroyed by fire. 

The question was taken on (ie amendment to the 
amendment, and rejected. 

The question recurring on the original amend- 
ment, it was agreed to. 

Mr. CURTIS moved the previous question on 
ordering the bili to be engrossed. 

Mr. RHETT moved a call cf the House; which 
the House refused. 

Mr. CONNOR moved to lay the bill on the ta- 
ble, and on that motion demanded the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered, aad were—yeas 73, 
nays 93. ~ 

So the House refused to lay it upon the table. 

Mr. PARRIS moved a called of the Hou-e; and 
on that motion demanded the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and were—yeas 6) nays 100. 

The call was refused. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
question being, “Shall the main question be or- 
dered?” 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi demanded the 

pp 
yeas and nays; which were net ordered. 

The main ques'ion was then ordered; which was, 
“Shall the bill be engrossed for a third reading?” 
and on that motion, 

Mr. PETRIKIN demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were orcered, and were—yeas 87, nays £0. 

The bill having been engrossed, and the question 
being on its, passage, 

Mr. HUBBARD demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to refer the bill to the 
Committee on Commerce, and made some remarks 
in support of the motion. 

Mr. PROFFIT calied for the previous ‘question, 
which was seconded—ayes 65, noes 63. 

Mr. TURNEY cemanded the yeas and nays on 
ordering the main question, which were oidered, 
and, being taken, were—yeas 69, nays 83, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Meesrs. J. Q. Adams, John W. Allen, Andrews, Ba- 
ker, Barnaid, Bell, Biddle, Brockway, Carro 
den, Clark James Cooper, Cranston, Crocke 
Davies, Dellet, Doig, Edwards, Evans, Eve . Fillmore, Fine, 
Fioyd, Rice Garland, Gates, Gentry, Gooce, Gravea, Grinnell, 
Hand, W.S. Hastings, Hawes, Lcien, Hofimon, Howard, James, 
Kemb'e, Lincoln, Mason, Monree. Morgan, Ozie, Peck, Proffit, 
Randat!, Randoip', Rariden, Reed, Ridzway, Russell, Sergeant, 
Truman Smith, Stanly, Storrs, Styart, Waddy Thompson, Til- 
linghast, Toland, Tripieu, ‘Trambull, Vanderpoel, Edward D, 
White, John White, Thoinas W. Will:ams, Joseph L. Williams, 
and Wise—69 

NA‘ 5—Meesrs. Wugh J. Anderson, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, 
Black, Blackwell, Burke, Wiliam B, Cmnpbell, Carr, Casey, 
Caapman, Clifford, Coles, Comnor, Mark A. Cooper, Wiiliam 
R. Cooper, Crab), Davee, John Davis, Dawson, Doan, Duncan, 
Eastman, Fornance, Gerry, Griffin, Hammond, John Hastings, 
Ilawkins, John Ihllef N.C. Holleman, Holmes, Hook, Mub- 
bird, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, 
Kille, Leadbetter, Leet, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, MeCleilan, 
McColloeh, McKay, Marchand, Med:!!, Miller, Samuel W. Mor- 
ris, Newhard, Parish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, 
Pope, Ramsey, Rhett, Ryall, Shaw, Albert Smith, John Smith, 
Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Stecnrod, Sumter, Swearingen, 
Sweney, Taliaterro, Taylor, Francis Thomas, Tursey, Under- 
woo... David D Wagener, Weiler, Wick, Jared W. Williams, 
Henry Williums, and Lewis Williams—83. 

fo the main question was not orde’ed. 

The effect of this vote, by the rule, was to put 
the bill from under the consideration of the House 
fcr this dav. 

Mr. HUBBARD moved that the House adjourn; 
which motion, by yeas 37, nays 83, was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. R. GARLAND, the bill for 
the relief of Mary Tucker, was postponed ull Sa- 
turday week. 

Mr. RUSSELL moved that the House go into 
committee on the bills enumerated on the three 
fir pages of the private calendar; cn which motion 
ne quorum voted. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved a call of the House. 

Mr. HUBBARD moved an adjournment, but 
subsequently withdrew the motion. 

After some conversation between Messrs. STAN- 
LY, PET&IKIN, and BRIGGS— 

Mr. BRIGGS aske! tie yeas and nays on the 
motion that there be a cali of the House, waich 
were ordered, aud, being taken, were: yeas 79, 
nays 51. 

So the call was ordered. 


And, a gucram being now present, Mr. BRIGGS 


|, Chinn, Critten- 


, Curtis, Cushing, 





Hl moved to suspend proceedings on the call. 


— 





Mr. ANDREWS asked the yeas and nays on 
that motion. He was not disposed to trifle; and if 
gentlemen would have a cali of the Hvuse, let 
them go through with it. 

Mr. BRIGGS then withdrew his motion to sys. 

pend; and the call proceeded, when 136 answered 
to their names. 
__ Mr. BANKS said there was a quorum present; 
if there was any intention to do the private basi. 
ness, they bad better dispense with all further pro. 
ceedings in the call: he moved to suspend further 
proceedings. 

Mr. ANDREWS asked the yeas and nays; 
which were not ordered. 

Mr. PETRIKIN asked for tellers; but the call 
was hot sustained. 

Mr. HUBBARD said many gentlemen had gone 
out of the House since they had answered to their 
names on the cal] of the roll. 

And the question being then taken on the motion 
te suspend all further proceedings on the call, it 
prevailed by the vote of 80 to 21, a majority of 
the members present, but no quorum voted. 

Mr. R. GARLAND then renewed the motion 
that the House go into committee. 

Mr. ADAMS demanded the yeas and nays, 
which ordered, and, being taken, were, yeas 123, 
nays 0. 

So the motion was agreed to; and a quorum was 
ascertained to be present. 

And, at four o’clock, after an hour anda half 
spent in motions to adjourn, and a call of the 
House, the House went into Committee of the 
Whole (Mr. Baiaes of Massachusetts in the chair) 
on the three first pages of the private calendar. 

The committee took up the bill for the relief of 
Andrew Law, assignee of Law, Taylor, and Co. 

The report having been read— 

Afier some remarks from Messrs. PETRIKIN 
and M. A. COUPER, 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to strike out the enact- 
ing clause. 

A discussion followed, in which Messrs. 
ADAMS, DAWSON, M. A. COOPER, CRAIG, 
and SERGEANT, participa'ed in favor of the 
bill, and Messis. RHETT and PETRIKIN in op- 

osition. 
, The question on the motion to strike Out the en- 
acting clause wes taken, and the vote stood—ayes 
40, noes 69—no quorum voting. 

The CHAIR requested the members without the 
bar to come within the bar and vote; when a count 
having been again taken, the voie stood, yeas 49, 
nays 56, (still no quorum voting.) 

The committee then rose, and the chairman re- 
ported to the House that the commiiiee found it- 
self without a quorum. 

Mr. HUBBARD (at a quarter before 5) moved 
that the House adjourn. On waich motion, Mr. 
R. GARLAND cemanded the yeas and nays; 
which, being ordered, were, yeas 43, nays 68. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

And, afier several ineffectual motions for a call 
of the House, yeas and nays, &c. 

The House adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Saturpay, May 16, 1840. 

Mesers. C.H. WILLIAMS and RANKS, by consent, present: 
ed additional testimony in relation to claims now before com- 
mittees. 

Mr. BRIGGS made some remarks in relation to the unconsti- 
tutionality oF the resolutions passed by the House on yeneeieg, 
reducing ‘he price of the public printing fifteen cs cent. He 
argued tl at, in its present form, It would bea perfect nullity; in- 
asmuch as the House cou!d not, by asimple resolution, annul 
the law of Congiess fixing the prices. For these, and other 
cousiderations, be moved a reeonsideration of the vote on the 
adoption of the resolution. 

Mc. SMITH of Indiana made a few remarks to show the im- 
portance of transacting the business of the country; and, to at- 
tain that end, moved to lay the motion to reconsider cn the 
table. 

Mr. BRIGGS demanded the yeas and nays on that motion; 
which weie ordered. 

Mr. EVERETT inquired of the Cxare whether, if the motion 
to lay on the table the motion to reconsider prevailed, it did not 
suspend the operation of the resolution. 

The CHAIR was understood to say that it suspended its pas- 


Fae. 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS moved a call of the House, and on that 
motion demanded the yeas and nays; which wete ordered; and 
were—yeas 72, nays %4 

The question recurring on the motion to lay the motion to re- 
consider on the table; 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said he would withdraw that motion; 
and moved the previous question on the motion to reconsider; 
which motion received a second; and ihe main question having 
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